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Directive 2002/58/EC of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 12 July 2002 concerning the processing of personal data
and the protection of privacy in the electronic communications
sector (Directive on privacy and electronic communications)

Article 1

Scope and aim

1 This Directive provides for the harmonisation of the national provisions required to
ensure an equivalent level of protection of fundamental rights and freedoms, and in particular
the right to privacy and confidentiality, with respect to the processing of personal data in the
electronic communication sector and to ensure the free movement of such data and of electronic
communication equipment and services in the Community.|

2 The provisions of this Directive particularise and complement Directive 95/46/EC for
the purposes mentioned in paragraph 1. Moreover, they provide for protection of the legitimate
interests of subscribers who are legal persons.

3 This Directive shall not apply to activities which fall outside the scope of the Treaty
establishing the European Community, such as those covered by Titles V and VI of the Treaty on
European Union, and in any case to activities concerning public security, defence, State security
(including the economic well-being of the State when the activities relate to State security
matters) and the activities of the State in areas of criminal law.

Textual Amendments
F1  Substituted by Directive 2009/136/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 November
2009 amending Directive 2002/22/EC on universal service and users’ rights relating to electronic
communications networks and services, Directive 2002/58/EC concerning the processing of personal
data and the protection of privacy in the electronic communications sector and Regulation (EC)
No 2006/2004 on cooperation between national authorities responsible for the enforcement of
consumer protection laws (Text with EEA relevance).
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