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ANNEX

CRITERIA AND PROCEDURES FOR THE ACCEPTANCE OF WASTE AT LANDFILLS

1. PROCEDURE FOR THE ACCEPTANCE OF WASTE AT LANDFILLS

1.1. Basic characterisation

1.1.3. Testing

As a general rule waste must be tested to obtain the above information. In addition to the leaching
behaviour, the composition of the waste must be known or determined by testing. The tests used
for basic characterisation must always include those to be used for compliance testing.

The content of the characterisation, the extent of laboratory testing required and the relationship
between basic characterisation and compliance checking depends on the type of waste. A
differentiation can be made between:

(a) wastes that are regularly generated in the same process;

(b) wastes that are not regularly generated.

The characterisations outlined in points (a) and (b) will provide information that can be directly
compared with acceptance criteria for the relevant class of landfill and, in addition, descriptive
information can be supplied (e.g. the consequences of depositing with municipal waste).

(a) Wastes regularly generated in the same process

These are individual and consistent wastes regularly generated in the same process,
where:
— the installation and the process generating the waste are well known and the

input materials to the process and the process itself are well defined,
— the operator of the installation provides all necessary information and

informs the operator of the landfill of changes to the process (especially
changes to the input material).

The process will often be at a single installation. The waste can also be from different
installations, if it can be identified as single stream with common characteristics within
known boundaries (e.g. bottom ash from the incineration of municipal waste).

For these wastes the basic characterisation will comprise the fundamental
requirements listed in section 1.1.2 and especially the following:
— compositional range for the individual wastes,
— range and variability of characteristic properties,
— if required, the leachability of the wastes determined by a batch leaching test

and/or a percolation test and/or a pH dependence test,
— key variables to be tested on a regular basis.

If the waste is produced in the same process in different installations, information
must be given on the scope of the evaluation. Consequently, a sufficient number of
measurements must be taken to show the range and variability of the characteristic
properties of the waste. The waste can then be considered characterised and shall
subsequently be subject to compliance testing only, unless significant change in the
generation processes occur.
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For wastes from the same process in the same installation, the results of the
measurements may show only minor variations of the properties of the waste in
comparison with the appropriate limit values. The waste can then be considered
characterised, and shall subsequently be subject to compliance testing only, unless
significant changes in the generation process occur.

Waste from facilities for the bulking or mixing of waste, from waste transfer stations or
mixed waste streams from waste collectors, can vary considerably in their properties.
This must be taken into consideration in the basic characterisation. Such wastes may
fall under case (b).

(b) Wastes that are not regularly generated

These wastes are not regularly generated in the same process in the same installation
and are not part of a well-characterised waste stream. Each batch produced of such
waste will need to be characterised. The basic characterisation shall include the
fundamental requirements for basic characterisation. As each batch produced has to
be characterised, no compliance testing is needed.



2003/33/EC: Council Decision of 19 December 2002 establishing criteria and procedures for the...
Document Generated: 2023-10-08

3

Changes to legislation: 
2003/33/EC: Council Decision, Division 1.1.3. is up to date with all changes known to be in
force on or before 08 October 2023. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future
date. Changes that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to :
– Regulation revoked by 2023 c. 28 Sch. 1 Pt. 2

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/28
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/28/schedule/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/28/schedule/1/part/2

