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ORDER IN COUNCIL, DATED 10TH FEBRUARY 1972, MAKING REGULATIONS UNDER 
SECTION 2 OF THE EMERGENCY POWERS ACT (NoRTHERN IRELANp) 1926 
AS AMENDED BY THE EMERGENCY POWERS (AMENDMENT) ACT (NORTHERN 
IRELAND) 1964. 

ARRANGEMENT OF REGULATIONS 

FUNCTIONS OF MINISTRIES 
Regulation 

1. Functions of the Ministry of Home Affairs. 
2. Functions of other Ministries. 

REGULATION OF SUPPLY CONSUMPTION AND DISTRIBIJTION 
3. Supply, etc. of solid and liquid fuel; electricity and gas. 
4. Distribution of fuel. 

RELAXATION OF OBLIGATIONS AND RESTRICTIONS 
AS TO PUBLIC SERVICES 

5. Water supply. 
6. Sewerage and sewage disposal. 

OFFENCES 
.7. Sabotage. 
S. Trespassing and loitering. 
9. Interference with public servants and other persons performing essential 

services. 
10. Inducing persons to withhold services. 

SUPPLEMENfAL 
11. Power to enter upon or take possession of land. 
12. POWC1: to arrest without warrant. 
13. Attempts to . commit offences and assisting offenders. 
14. Penalties and place of trial. 
15. Interpretaltion. 
16. Short title and commencement. 

By THE GOVERNOR IN THE PRIVY COUNCIL OF NORTHERN IRELAND 

GREY OF NAUNTON 

WHEREAS a proclamation of emergency has been made under section 1 of 
the Emergency Powers Act (Northern Ireland) 1926(a), as amended by the 
Emergency Powers (Amendment) Act (Northern Ireland) 1964(b), and is now 
in force: 

Now THER.EFORE I, RALPH FRANCIS ALNWICK, BARON GREY OF NAUNTON, 
Knight Grand Cross of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and 
Saint George, Knight Commander of the Royal Viotorian Order, Officer Qf the 
Order of the British Empit'e, Governor of Northern Ireland, in pursuance' of 
section 2 of the said Act of 1926 'and of all other powers me thereunto·enabling 
do, by and with the advice of the Privy ~uncU of Northern Ireland, hereby 
orders as follows:·~ 

(a) 16 & 17 Geo. 5. c. 8 (N.l.). (b) 1964. c. 34 (N.!.). 
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FUNctIONS : of.·~MnIlISTRIES 

Functions of the Ministry of Home Affairs 

No. 26 

1. Without prejudice to any o;ther provision of these Regulations it shall be 
the general duty of the Ministry of Home Affairs to take such steps as may be 
necessary to car·ry these Regulations into· effect-or as may otherwise be necessary 
foi the purposes of maintaining essential services. . '. . -

Functions of other Ministries 
2.-(1) Any Minist~Y of N ortIiem lreland m~y riuike arrangements whereby 

any of its functions are performed on its b.ehalf by any other Government 
Department or by officers of any such department, including (witho\lt prejudice 
to section 63 of the Government of Ireland Act 1 920(c)) officers 6l' a depart-
ment of the Government of the Uriited Kingdom. ". .... 

(2) Any Ministry of.Northern Ireland may by order delegate to any public 
body or class of public bodies, Of to any officer or class of officers employed 
by any public body·or to any other person any of its functions, and it shall be 
the duty of any public body or officer or person to whom ·any such functions 
are so delegated ~o perform ~hose functions and to comply with any directions 
given by that Ministty in rela:tiop. there~(). .' . . '. 

REGULATION OF SUPPLY CONSUMPTION AND DISTRIBUTION 
:.":, l ."", 

Supply, etc., of solid and liquid fu(!l, e/f!c.tricity ·and gas 
3. The Ministry of Commeiceriiay ·by order provide for 'regulating or 

prohibiting the supply or acquisition, or the consJ]mption (wnether for' domestic 
or industrial purposes or for any other purposes Whatsoever) ·of solid or liquid 
fuel or the supply, or the consumption (whether for domestic or industrial 
purposes or for any other purposes whatsoever) of electricity or gas. 

Distribution of fuel 
4.-(1) The Mini~t~y of Commerce may giVe to any person carrying on 

business as a refiner .or supplier of liquid fuel or asa supplier .of solid fuel 
directions as to .the persons· to whom he is to supply. any such .fuel as may be 
specified in the directions; and any such ·4irections may.in particular require 
any liquid or solid fuel to be supplied to such persons as may be. specified in 
the directions in accordance with such· requirements as may be so specified 
or may, to such extent as may be specified in the directions, prohibit or restrict 
the supply of liquid or solid fuel to persons so specified. 

(2) Where any fuel is supplied to any person in pursuance of a direction 
under this Regulation, :that person shall pay such price in respect thereof 
as may be reasonable. . . 

(3) The foregoing provisions of this Regulation shall apply in relation to 
any pe·rson carrying on a trade or business (otherwise than as a supplier of 
fuel) for the pU1!poses of which he is in possession .of a st.ock of solid or liquid 
fuel, as if; in respect of. that fuel, he were carrying on business as such a 
supplier; and any- directions to such a person under thjs Regulation.may 

. include direotions prohibiting or restr,icting. the consumption of such ".fuel 
by h.im:. . .... . . 

Provided that in relation to. any· such ·person any reference in this 
Regulation to supply shall be construed as a reference to delivery at the place 
wher~. thefu~l. i~J.5ep,t:.. __ ._,_. __ . .., 
(q) 10 & 11 Geo. 5. C. 67. 
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-Water supply 
5.-(1) Any w~ter authority may, fOr the purpose of maintaining supplies 

of water in any locality, disregard any restriction imposed by or under any 
enactment with respect to the taking of water from any specified source or 

_ any obligation so imposed with respect t6 the discharge of compensation water, 
and may far {hat,purpose take water from any source, so long as, in either 
case, in so doing, they-ar~ actin~_under, and ~n accoTdance with, any general or 
special authority granted'for the purposes of-this paragmph by or on behalf of 
the Ministry of Development. 

(2) Any water-aufuaiitynni.y,-·to such extent ·as appears to them to be 
necessary or expedient for conserving and making the best use of supplies 
of water in any locality, disregard or fall short in discharging any obligation 
imposed by or under any enac(ment with respeot to the provision by them of 
supplies of w~ter (in9Iuding, inparticular,_ but without prejudice to the 
generality of the foregoing words, any obIig~tipn with respeot to the filtration 
or other treatment of water or tqe pressure at which water is to be supplied) 
so long as in so doing, they are acting under, and in accordance with, any 
gene·ral or special authority granted for the purposes of this pamg:raph by or on 
behalf of the Ministry of Development. 

Sewerage and sewage disposal. 
6.- Any sewerage authority may, for the purpose of effectively draining their 

district and dealing with the contents of their sewers, disregard any prohibition 
. or restriction imposed by or under any enactment or rule of law with respect 

to the discharge of foul or surface water into any natural or artificial stream, 
watercoU["se, canal, pond, lake or sea, so long as, in so doing, they are acting 
under, and in accordance with, any general or special authority granted for 

. the purposes of this Regulatian by or on behalf of the Ministry of Development. 

OFFENCES 

Sabotage 
7. No person shall do any act with intent to impair the efficiency or impede 

the working or movement of any vessel, aircraft, vehicle, machinery, apparatus 
or other thing used 01" intended to be used in the performance of essential 
services, or to impair the usefulness of any works, structure or premises used or 
intended to be used as afoTesaid. 

Trespassing and loitering 
8.-(1) No person shall trespass on, or on premises in the vicinity of, any 

premises used or appropriated for the purposes of essential services; and if any 
person is found trespassing on any premises in contmvention of this paragraph, 
then, without prejudice to any proceedings which may be taken against him, 
he may be removed by the appropriate person from the premises. 

. (2) No person shall, for· any purpose prejudicial to the public safety, be in, 
or in the vicinity of, anY.p'll"emises used or .appropriated for. the purposes of 
essential services; and where, in any proceedings taken against a person by 
.virtue -of this paragraph, it is proved that at the material time he was present 
in, or in the vicinity of, thc'premises concerned, -the prosecution may thereupon 
adduce such evidence of the ch~u:acter of that person (including evidence of his 

·:having been_previously convicted of anY offence) as tends to show that he was 
so present fOIl" a purpose prejudicial to the pUlblic safety .. 
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(3) No person loitering in the vicinity of any premises used or appropriated, 
for the purposes of essential services shall continue to loiter in that vicinity 
after being requested by the 'appropriate person to l~ave it. 

(4) In this Regulation the expression "the appmpriate person': means­
(a) any person acting in :the service of the Crown whether in right of Her 

Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom or in right of Her 
Majesty's Government in NOl'thern Ireland; 

(b) any constable; , 
(c) the occupier of the premises or any person authorised by the occupier. 

Interference with public servants and other persons performing essential 
Services 
9.-{1) No person shall do any aot having reasonable cause to believe that 

it would be likely to endanger the safety of any person acting on behalf of the 
Oro,wn whether in right of her Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom, 
or in right of Her Majesty's Government in Northern lreland or of any constabk 
or of any person who is charged with the exercise oc perfocmance of any power 
or duty under any of these Regulations or is performing essential services. 

(2) No peTS on shall-
(a) wilfully obstruct any person acting in the course of his duty as a 

constable, or exercising or performing any power or duty under any of 
these Regulations, or performing essential services; or 

(b) do ~ny act having reasonable cause to believe that it would be likely to 
prevent any person from, or mislead or interfere with any person in, 
peclorming his duty as a consta1ble, or exercising or performing any 
power or duty under any of these Regulations, or performing essential 
services. 

Inducing persons to withhold services 
10. No person shaII-
(a) do ,any act calculated ,to induce. any person acting on behalf of the Crown 

whether in right of Her Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom 
or in right of Her Majesty1s Government in Nor~hern Ireland or constable 
to withhold his services or commit breaches of discipline; or 

(b) w1th intent to contravene, or to aid, abet, counsel or procure a contra­
vention of, paragraph (a), have in his possession or under his control 
any document of such a nature that the dissemination of copies thereof 
among any persons acting on behalf of the Orown whether in right of 
Her Majesty's G.overnment in the United Kingdom or in right of Hei 
Majesty's Government in Norothem Ireland or constables would 
constitute such a contravention. 

SUPPLEMENTAL 

Power to enter upon or take possession of land 
11.-(1) Any Ministry of Northern Ireland or any person authorised in 

writing by it (in ,this Regulation ,referred to as "an ,authorised person") may if it 
appears to the Ministry or ,the authorised person to be necessary or expedient 
so to do for any of the purposes mentioned in section 2(1) of the Emergency 
iPowers Act (NoCl1Vhern Ireland) 1926 enter upon or take possession of any 
land rin Northern Lreland and the. Ministry may give such directions as appear 
to -it to be necessary or expedient in connection :with the entry upon or taking 
possession of that land. ' 
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'(2) Where any land has been enteredupan by, Q[' while any land is in 
possession of, any Ministry or authorised person by virtue of this Regulation 
the land may, notwithstanding any restriction imposed on the use thereof 
(whether by any Act or oilier deed or instmmentor otherwise), be used by the 
Ministry or the authorised person for such purpose and in such manner as the 
Ministry or authorised person think·s expedient for or in pursuance of any of 
ihe purposes mentioned in the said sub-seotion (1). 

(3) Where any land has been entered upon or where possession of any 
"land has been taken under this Regulation, the Ministry entering upon o.r 
taking possession of such land a,rhy whose authority the land has been entered 
upon or taken possessio~ of shall p~y to the person entitled or who would 
otherWise Jbe entitled to possession of the land " and. to any other person having 
an estate or interest in the. land and to any other person who is the owner of 
goods or other property on the land who suffers loss or damage by reason of 
~he entry upon or taking possession of the land or of anything done in relation 
to the land consequent upon such entry by or while in the possession of such 
MinistrY or an authorised person such compensation as may be agreed or, 
in default of agreement, be determined by the Lands Tribunal to be just having 
regard to ,all the circumstances of the particula:r case. . . . , 

(4) Any authorisation given· tal any pe!fson by a Ministry under the 
Regulation maybe. given generally or in relation to any specified land. 

Power to arrest without warrant 
12. Any constable may arrest without warrant any person whom he has 

reasonable ground fm suspecting to have committed an offence against any of 
these Reguhl.tions. 

Attempts to commit offences and assistil-ig offenders 
13.-(1) Without prejudice to the operations of section 8 of the Accessories 

and Abettors Act 1861(d) or sections 68 or 69 of the Magistrates' Courts Act 
(N~rthem Ireland) 1964(e), any person who attempts to commit, conspires 
with any othe,t person to commit, or does any act preparatory to the commission 
of, an offence against any of these Regulations' shall be guilty of an 'offence 
against that Regulation: 

(2). Any person who, knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that 
·another person is guilty of an offence against any of these Regulations, gives 
that other person any assistance with intent thereby to prevent, hinder or 
interfere with the apprehension, trial or punishment of that pelfson for the said 
offence shall be guilty of an offence against that" Regulation. 

Penalties and placeo! trial 
14.-(1) If any person contravenes any of these Regulations or any order 

made, direction given or requirement imposed under any of these Regulations, 
he shall be guilty of 'an offence against thaJt Regulation; and a person guilty of 
an offence against any o>f these Regulations shall, on summary conviction, be 
liable to, imprisonfl1~J for a term not exceeding three months or to a fine not 
exceeding £100, o>r both such imprisonment and fine, together w1th the forfeiture 
of any goods in respect of which the offence has been committed: 

Pmvided that a person shall not be guilty of an offence against any of these 
Regulations by reason o~y of his taking part in, or peacefully persuading 
any other 'person or persons to take part in, a s1rike. 

Cd) 24 & 25 Vict. c. 94. (e) 1964. c. 21 (N. I.). 

SA 
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(2) Pmceedings.in -respeCt of an offence alleged .t6 have .·been comnntted 
by a person against any of these Regulatioris may (without. .prejudjce to the 

~ provisions of any enactment respecting court:.s of sUmmary jurisdiction) be 
taken before a court of stln:llnary jUTisdiction having jurisdiCtion .in the. place. 
where tnat person is fo-r the time being. . . 

" , 

Interpretation 
15.~(1) In these R~gulations--:- . 
"essential goodsH me,ans food, water, fuel and other necessities; 
"essential services" means serVices essential to .the life of the community; 
"water authority" means the Fermanagh County COuncil; the council of 

any. county or other borough, urban district or rliral district; the joint 
b9ard of any united district within the meaning of section 12 of the 
Public Health (Ireland) Act 1878(f) or section 7 of T,he Water Supplies 
and Sewerage Act (Northern Ireland) 1945(g); the Belfast City and . 
District Water Commissioners or any new tOWnoommiss,ion exercising 
municipal fu.notio:ns as defi:ned in section 7 of the New Towns Act 
(Northern Ireland) 1965(b); 

"sewerage authority" means the Fermanagh County Council; the council of 
any county or other borough,. UTban district or rural district; the joint 
board of any united district within the meaning of section 12 of the 
Public Health (Ireland) Aot 1878(f) or seotion 7 of the Water Supplies 
and Sewer~ge Act (Northern Ireland) 1945{g) or any new town corn· 
mission exercising municipal'functions as defineq. in section 7 of the 
New Tow11s Act (Northern IreJand) 1965(b). . 

(2) Any reference in these Regulations to the doing of any act shall, 
unless ,the context otherwi~e requires" be. construed as inchidinga referen~e to 
the making of any statement. . . . 

(3) Any reference in any document to these Regulations or tOllny 9f them 
shall, u:nIess the contrary intention appears, be construed as a refer~,:lce t~). these 
Regulations or to 'that Regulation as amended by any subsequent Regulations 
made under the Emergency Powers Act (Northern Ireland), 1926. 

Slwrt title and commencement 
16.-{ 1) These ReguI~tlons may be cited as the· Emergency Regulations 

(Northern Ireland) 1972.' . . . 

(2) These Regulations shall come into operation forthwith~ 

Given at Government House, Hillsborough, this .10th day of Fehruary 
1972. 

(g) 1945. c. 17. 

H. V: Kir.k. 
Robin 1. Bailie 
JoHn D. Tay/or 

.. :'" 

'.,' 
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1,' •• ,'" EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This·.note > is n,ot parto/the Order, but is. intended to 
. indicate its general purport.) . 

This Order makes Regulations confeming on the Ministries of Home 
Affail.rs, Commel,"ce and Development suoh emergency POWe'l'S as are. 
considered Ilecessary for the purposes of inaintaining such. essential services 
a$ may·be thr~atened by any disruption in essential fuel or power supplies. 

.... , . ," 

.. , . 

' ... : j'o' 
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