
These notes refer to the Sexual Offences Act 2003 (c.42)
which received Royal Assent on 20 November 2003

SEXUAL OFFENCES ACT 2003

EXPLANATORY NOTES

BACKGROUND

4. The Government published the White Paper Protecting the Public: strengthening
protection against sex offenders and reforming the law on sexual offences
(Cm 5668) in November 2002. It is available on the Home Office website
at www.sexualoffencesbill.homeoffice.gov.uk. The White Paper set out the
Government’s intentions for reforming the law on sexual offences and for strengthening
measures to protect the public from sexual offending. The Government’s proposals
were based on the recommendations made by two review teams and subsequent public
consultation. The recommendations made by the review teams were published in two
documents: Review of Part 1 of the Sex Offenders Act 1997 (2001) and Setting the
Boundaries (2000).
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