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SEXUAL OFFENCES ACT 2003

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 2: Notification and Orders

Section 98: Notification orders: effect

197. Section 98 provides that where an order is made, the offender will become subject to the
notification requirements for the period set out in section 82 that applies to the sentence
he received abroad. This period will run from the date of conviction or finding or caution
abroad. So for example, if a person was convicted abroad of an offence equivalent to
the domestic offence of sexual assault and sentenced to 6 months’ imprisonment, the
notification period for the sentence of 6 months would be 7 years. If the offender did
not come to the UK until 5 years after the conviction, the notification requirements
imposed under a notification order would only last for the remaining 2 of the 7 years
since the date of conviction.

198. The provisions of subsection (3) modify the notification provisions as they apply to
people subject to notification orders.

199. The effect of subsection (4) is that for people subject to notification orders, the initial
obligation to provide details to the police will be within 3 days of the date of service
of the order, and (subject to the other provisions in section 85 relating to annual
notification) annually thereafter.
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