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GAMBLING ACT 2005

EXPLANATORY NOTES

TERRITORIAL EXTENT

Territorial limits – vessels and aircraft

Part 1: Interpretation of Key Concepts

Section 3: Gambling

34. This section defines “gambling” as meaning betting, gaming and participating in a
lottery (within the meaning of those expressions as defined in subsequent provisions
of Part 1). This is the first time that legislation has provided a generic concept of
gambling, of which gaming, betting and lotteries are specific kinds. The Act adopts the
approach recommended by the Gambling Review Body that there should be a single
regulatory system for gambling, with different and distinctive provision for any of its
specific forms, as appropriate. Accordingly, a definition of “gambling” is provided
which defines the forms of gambling which are to be brought within the system of
regulation set out in the Act, and distinguishes them from activities which, although they
combine expenditure and the influence of chance, should not be treated as gambling
for the purposes of regulation.
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