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SERIOUSCRIME ACT 2015

EXPLANATORY NOTES

TERRITORIAL EXTENT
Part 3. Organised, Serious and Gang-Related Crime

Summary and Background
Gang injunctions

154.  Part 4 of the Policing and Crime Act 2009 (“the 2009 Act”) makes provision for
injunctions to prevent gang-related violence (“gang injunctions’). Gang injunctions
are a preventative civil order that enable the police or alocal authority to apply to a
county court, or the High Court, for an injunction against an individua to prevent
gang-related violence. Gang injunctions allow courts to place a range of prohibitions
and requirements (including supportive, positive requirements) on the behaviour and
activities of a person (aged 14 or over) involved in gang-related violence. These
conditions could include prohibiting someone from being in a particular place or
requiring them to participate in rehabilitative activities.

155.  The 25 out of then 33 Ending Gang and Y outh Violence priority areas’ that returned
datain response to a Home Office survey reported that, between January 2011 (when
the provisionsin Part 4 of the 2009 Act were brought into force) and January 2014, 108
gang injunctions had been put in place.

156. The Serious and Organised Crime Strategy pointed to the link between urban street
gangs and organised crime. At paragraph 2.7, the Strategy stated that “there are
connections between gangs and organised crime: urban gang members may engage in
street drug dealing on behalf of organised criminals and some gangs aspire to and may
become organised crime groups in their own right”. A review of the operation of gang
injunctions was published by the Home Officein January 2014°. Amongst other things,
the review found that the definition of agang used in Part 4 of the 2009 Act was seen by
police officersto have some limitations for addressing local gang issues. In responseto
thisfinding, the Government undertook to consult interested parties to explore whether
the definition of a gang within the legislation should be changed to reflect the evolving
nature of street gang activity across the country and ensure that gang injunctions can
be used to target the right individuals. Section 51 makes resulting changes to Part 4 of
the 2009 Act.

1  Section 18 of the Crimeand Courts Act 2013 providesfor youth courtsto have jurisdiction to grant gang injunctionsin respect
of persons under 18 years, that section is not yet in force.

2 Barking and Dagenham, Birmingham, Bradford, Brent, Camden, Croydon, Derby, Ealing, Enfield, Greenwich, Hackney,
Hammersmith and Fulham, Haringey, Islington, Knowsley, Lambeth, Leeds, Lewisham, Liverpool, Manchester, Merton,
Newham, Nottingham, Oldham, Salford, Sandwell, Sheffield, Southwark, Tower Hamlets, Waltham Forest, Wandsworth,
Westminster and Wolverhampton. Ten new areas were added in October 2014: Barnet, Bromley, Havering, Hillingdon,
Kensington and Chelsea, Luton, |pswich, Thanet, Stoke-on-Trent and Tendring.

3 https://www.gov.uk/government/publicationg/review-of-the-operati on-of -i njunctions-to-prevent-gang-rel ated-violence
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