
Geneva Conventions Act 1957 (c. 52)
FOURTH SCHEDULE – GENEVA CONVENTION RELATIVE TO THE PROTECTION OF CIVILIAN
PERSONS IN TIME OF WAR
Document Generated: 2023-05-28

1

Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects for the Geneva
Conventions Act 1957, Cross Heading: ARTICLE 49. (See end of Document for details)

S C H E D U L E S

FOURTH SCHEDULE

GENEVA CONVENTION RELATIVE TO THE
PROTECTION OF CIVILIAN PERSONS IN TIME OF WAR

PART III.—STATUS AND TREATMENT OF PROTECTED PERSONS

SECTION III.—OCCUPIED TERRITORIES

ARTICLE 49

Individual or mass forcible transfers, as well as deportations of protected persons from occupied
territory to the territory of the Occupying Power or to that of any other country, occupied or not,
are prohibited, regardless of their motive.

Nevertheless, the Occupying Power may undertake total or partial evacuation of a given area if
the security of the population or imperative military reasons so demand. Such evacuations may
not involve the displacement of protected persons outside the bounds of the occupied territory
except when for material reasons it is impossible to avoid such displacement. Persons thus
evacuated shall be transferred back to their homes as soon as hostilities in the area in question
have ceased.

The Occupying Power undertaking such transfers or evacuations shall ensure, to the greatest
practicable extent, that proper accommodation is provided to receive the protected persons, that
the removals are effected in satisfactory conditions of hygiene, health, safety and nutrition, and
that members of the same family are not separated.

The Protecting Power shall be informed of any transfers and evacuations as soon as they have
taken place.

The Occupying Power shall not detain protected persons in an area particularly exposed to the
dangers of war unless the security of the population or imperative military reasons so demand.

The Occupying Power shall not deport or transfer parts of its own civilian population into the
territory it occupies.
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