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Law of Property Act 1925
1925 CHAPTER 20

PART XI

MISCELLANEOUS.

Judgments, &c. affecting Land.

195 Equitable charges in right of judgment debt, &c.

(1) Subject as hereinafter mentioned a judgment entered up in the Supreme Court (whether
before or after the commencement of this Act) against any person (in this section called
a "judgment debtor") shall operate as an equitable charge upon every estate or interest
(whether legal or equitable) in all land to or over which the judgment debtor at the
date of entry or at any time thereafter is or becomes—

(a) beneficially entitled; or
(b) entitled to exercise a power of disposition for his own benefit without the

assent of any other person;
and the judgment shall bind—

(i) the judgment debtor; and
(ii) all persons deriving title under him subsequently to the entry of the judgment;

and
(iii) all persons capable of being bound by a disposition by the judgment debtor

made after the entry of the judgment, including the issue of his body and all
other persons, if any, whom he might, without the assent of another person,
have barred from any remainder, reversion or other interest, in the land.

(2) Every judgment creditor shall have the same remedies against the estate or interest
in the land so charged or any part thereof as he would have been entitled to if the
judgment debtor had power to charge the same, and had by writing, under his hand,
agreed to charge the same, with the amount of the judgment debt and interest thereon.

(3) Provided that—
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(i) A judgment, whether obtained (on behalf of the Crown or otherwise) before
or after the commencement of this Act, shall not operate as a charge on any
interest in land or on the unpaid purchase money for any land unless or until
a writ or order, for the purpose of enforcing it, is registered in the register of
writs and orders at the Land Registry;

(ii) No judgment creditor shall be entitled to take proceedings to obtain the benefit
of his charge until after the expiration of one year from the time of entering
up the judgment;

(iii) No such charge shall operate to give the judgment creditor any preference, in
case of the bankruptcy of the judgment debtor, unless the judgment has been
entered up one year at least before the bankruptcy;

(iv) A judgment against a mortgagee, who is paid off before or at the time of a
conveyance of an estate or interest in land to a purchaser, shall not create a
charge upon the estate or interest in the land vested in the purchaser by such
conveyance.

(4) A recognisance, on behalf of the Crown or otherwise, whether entered into before
or after the commencement of this Act, and an inquisition finding a debt due to the
Crown, and any obligation or specialty made to or in favour of the Crown, whatever
may have been its date, shall not operate as a charge on any interest in land, or on the
unpaid purchase money for any land, unless or until a writ or order, for the purpose of
enforcing it, is registered in the register of writs and Orders at the Land Registry.

(5) In this section " judgment " includes any decree, order, or rule having the effect of
a judgment.


