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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2011 No. 1848

The Defence and Security Public Contracts Regulations 2011

PART 2
TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

Variants

13.—(1)  Where a contracting authority intends to award a contract on the basis of the offer which
is the most economically advantageous in accordance with regulation 31(1)(a), it shall indicate in
the contract notice whether or not it authorises economic operators to submit offers which contain
variants on the requirements specified in the contract documents and a contracting authority shall
not accept an offer which contains a variant without that indication.

(2)  Where a contracting authority authorises a variant in accordance with paragraph (1) it shall
state in the contract documents the minimum requirements to be met by the variants and any specific
requirements for the presentation of an offer which contains variants.

(3)  A contracting authority shall only consider variants which meet its minimum requirements
as stated in the contract documents in accordance with paragraph (2).

(4)  A contracting authority shall not reject an offer which contains variants on the requirements
specified in the contract documents on the ground that—

(a) where it intends to award a services contract, the offer would lead to the award of a supply
contract; or

(b) where it intends to award a supply contract, the offer would lead to the award of a services
contract.
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