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Common Informers Act
(Northern Ireland) 1954

1954 CHAPTER 11

An Act to abolish the common informer procedure. [13th May 1954]

1 Abolition of certain common informer actions.

(1) After the commencement of this Act proceedings against any person for a penalty or
forfeiture all or part of which is payable to a common informer shall not be instituted
under—

(a) any enactment referred to in the Schedule to this Act; or
(b) any local or private Act.

(2) The preceding sub-section shall not operate to prevent a person being prosecuted
(whether on indictment or under the Summary Jurisdiction Acts (Northern Ireland))
for an offence.

(3) Where, but for sub-section (1) of this section, any person would have been liable to
a forfeiture or penalty, he shall, subject to the provisions of sub-section (4) of this
section, be liable on summary conviction to—

(a) a fine not exceeding the amount of the forfeiture or penalty to which he would
otherwise have been liable; and

(b) any non-pecuniary forfeiture to which he would have been liable as aforesaid.

(4) A person shall not be liable under sub-section (3) of this section if by virtue of any
enactment he is liable, either on conviction on indictment or on summary conviction,
to punishment either in addition to or in substitution for the forfeiture or penalty to
which he would have been liable but for sub-section (1) of this section.

(5) Any enactment—
(a) relating to the burden of proof in proceedings prohibited by sub-section (1)

of this section; or
(b) providing a defence in any such proceedings;
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shall apply for the purposes of proceedings brought instead under sub-section (3) of
this section.

(6) Notwithstanding any provision in any of the Acts set out in the Schedule to this Act
the consent of the Attorney-General or any other person shall not be necessary for the
institution of proceedings under sub-section (3) of this section.

2 Application to the Crown.

Sub-section (1) of section one of this Act shall bind the Crown so as to prevent
the Crown from bringing proceedings as a common informer and, accordingly, the
reference to a common informer in that sub-section shall include a reference to the
Crown acting as a common informer.

S. 3 rep. by SLR 1973

4 Short title.

(1) This Act may be cited as the Common Informers Act (Northern Ireland), 1954.

Subs. (2)(3) rep. by 1954 c. 33 (NI); subs. (4) rep. by SLR 1973
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S C H E D U L E

Section 1.

Session and Chapter Short Title
…
F1

…

…
F2

…

…
F1

…

11 Geo.2, c.6 (Ir.) The Administration of Justice (Language)
Act (Ireland), 1737.

…
F3

…

F4

...
F4

...
21 & 22 Geo.3, c.16 (Ir.) The Bank of Ireland Act (Ireland), 1781.
25 Geo.3, c.36 (Ir.) The Sheriffs Act (Ireland), 1785.
…
F3

…

49 Geo.3, c.126 The Sale of Offices Act, 1809.
53 Geo.3, c.77 The Bridges (Ireland) Act, 1813.
…
F3

…

F4

...
F4

...
57 Geo.3, c.108 The Tolls (Ireland) Act, 1817.
F4

...
F4

...
F4

...
F4

...
…
F3

…

5 & 6 Will.4, c.55 The Sheriffs (Ireland) Act, 1835.
6 & 7 Will.4, c.116 The Grand Jury (Ireland) Act, 1836.
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1 & 2 Vict., c.28 The Bread (Ireland) Act, 1838.
3 & 4 Vict., c.108 The Municipal Corporations (Ireland) Act,

1840.
…
F3

…

10 & 11 Vict., c.16 The Commissioners Clauses Act, 1847.
…
F3

…

…
F5

…

26 & 27 Vict., c.27 The Marriage Law (Ireland) Amendment
Act, 1863.

…
F3

…

34 & 35 Vict., c.65 The Juries Act (Ireland), 1871.
F6

...
F6

...
F4

...
F4

...
…
F3

…

F1 1968 c. 28 (NI)
F2 1969 c. 30 (NI)
F3 SLR 1980
F4 1993 c. 50
F5 1969 c. 16 (NI)
F6 1988 NI 7

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1968/28
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1969/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1993/50
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1969/16
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