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Mines Act (Northern Ireland) 1969
1969 CHAPTER 6

PART III

SAFETY, HEALTH AND WELFARE

SAFETY PRECAUTIONS IN CONNECTION WITH SHAFTS,
&C., AND ENTRANCES TO DISUSED WORKINGS

36 Prohibition of use of vehicles and conveyors in roads not affording free
movement.

(1) The manager of a mine—
(a) shall not permit vehicles to run in any road therein unless neither the vehicles

nor their loads, nor (if the vehicles run as part of rope haulage apparatus) the
ropes to which they are attached, rub against the roof or sides of the road,
anything supporting the roof and sides of the road or either of them or anything
in the road not provided for the purpose of controlling the vehicles or (in the
case of vehicles which run as part of rope haulage apparatus) the ropes to
which they are attached;

(b) shall not permit a conveyor to be operated in any road therein unless neither
the conveyor nor its load rubs against the roof or sides of the road, anything
supporting the roof and sides of the road or either of them or anything in the
road.

(2) In any prosecution for a contravention of this section with respect to the running of
vehicles or the operation of a conveyor in a road in a mine on any occasion, it shall
be a defence to prove either—

(a) that the sole purpose for which the vehicles were being run or the conveyor
was being operated on that occasion was to facilitate the carrying out to the
road of repairs the purpose of the carrying out whereof was to enable the
manager of the mine, without contravention of this section, to permit vehicles
to run or a conveyor to be operated in that road; or

(b) that—
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(i) the fact that rubbing occurred on that occasion was due to a sudden
decrease of the height or width of the road which it was impracticable
to prevent; and

(ii) there was no reasonable ground for apprehending that the running of
the vehicles or the operation of the conveyor, as the case may be, on
that occasion would result in bodily injury to persons using the road;
and

(iii) no avoidable delay was incurred in taking the steps necessary to
complete the carrying out to the road, at the place where rubbing
occurred, of such repairs as aforesaid.
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