
These notes relate to the Water Environment and Water Services
(Scotland) Act 2003 (asp 3) which received Royal Assent on 5 March 2003

WATER ENVIRONMENT AND WATER

SERVICES (SCOTLAND) ACT 2003

EXPLANATORY NOTES

THE ACT – SECTION BY SECTION

Part 1 – Protection of the water environment

Section 7 – Register of protected areas

34. Subsection (1) requires SEPA, by 22 December 2004, to prepare and maintain a register
of protected areas for each river basin district in accordance with regulations made
by the Scottish Ministers. The duty to “maintain” the register covers keeping it under
review and up to date.

35. Subsection (2) gives an indication of the matters in respect of which the regulations
may make provision. It enables Ministers to specify the date by which a register is to
be prepared, its form and the information which it must contain.

36. This section will enable the Scottish Ministers to implement Article 6 of the Directive.
The wording in subsection (4) mirrors to some extent the terminology used in
Article 6(1) and Annex IV to the Directive.
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