These notes relate to the Scottish Local Government (Elections)
Act 2009 (asp 10) which received Royal Assent on 21 July 2009

SCOTTISH LOCAL GOVERNMENT
(ELECTIONS) ACT 2009

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Section 1 — Year of local government elections

5.

Under the Act the next two ordinary local government elections will be held in 2012
and 2017. After 2017, ordinary local government elections will revert to taking place
every fourth year. The effect of thiswill bethat the local government el ectionswill take
place halfway through the term of the Scottish Parliament. Section 1 of the Act does
this by amending section 5 of the Local Government etc. (Scotland) Act 1994 which
contains provision about the timing of local government elections. The Act inserts two
new subsections into section 5 of the 1994 Act and repeals subsections (2) and (3) of
that section (subsection (2) containsahistorical datefor local government electionsand
subsection (3) is the provision that links the date of local government elections to that
of the Scottish Parliament elections).

Subsection (2) introduces the schedul e which contains consequential modifications and
repeals.
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