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SCHEDULE 4
CAMPAIGN RULES

PART 3

REFERENDUM EXPENSES

General restriction on referendum expenses
18 (1) This paragraph applies in relation to an individual or body that is not a permitted

participant.

(2) The total referendum expenses incurred by or on behalf of an individual or a body to
which this paragraph applies during the referendum period must not exceed £10,000.

(3) Where, during the referendum period, any referendum expenses are incurred by or on
behalf of an individual to which this paragraph applies in excess of the limit imposed
by sub-paragraph (2), the individual commits an offence if the individual knew, or
ought reasonably to have known, that the expenses were being incurred in excess
of that limit.

(4) An individual who commits an offence under sub-paragraph (3) is liable—
(a) on summary conviction, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 months

or to a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum (or both),
(b) on conviction on indictment, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12

months or to a fine (or both).

(5) Where, during the referendum period, any referendum expenses are incurred by or
on behalf of a body to which this paragraph applies in excess of the limit imposed
by sub-paragraph (2), then—

(a) the body commits an offence, and
(b) any person who authorised the expenses to be incurred by or on behalf of

the body also commits an offence if the person knew, or ought reasonably to
have known, that the expenses would be incurred in excess of that limit.

(6) A body or person who commits an offence under sub-paragraph (5) is liable—
(a) on summary conviction, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 months

or to a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum (or both),
(b) on conviction on indictment, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12

months or to a fine (or both).

(7) It is a defence for an individual, body or other person charged with an offence under
sub-paragraph (3) or (5) to show—

(a) that any code of practice for the time being issued under paragraph 11(3)
was complied with in determining whether to incur any expenses, and

(b) that the limit would not have been exceeded on the basis of compliance with
the code of practice as it had effect at that time.

(8) Sub-paragraph (9) applies where—
(a) before the beginning of the referendum period, any expenses are incurred

by or on behalf of an individual or body to which this paragraph applies in
respect of any property, services or facilities, and
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(b) the property, services or facilities is or are made use of by or on behalf of the
individual or body during the referendum period in circumstances such that,
had any expenses been incurred in respect of that use during that period, they
would by virtue of paragraph 10(2) have constituted referendum expenses
incurred by or on behalf of the individual or body during that period.

(9) The appropriate proportion of the expenses mentioned in sub-paragraph (8)(a) is to
be treated for the purposes of this paragraph as referendum expenses incurred by or
on behalf of the individual or body during that period.

(10) For the purposes of sub-paragraph (9) the appropriate proportion of the expenses
mentioned in paragraph (a) of sub-paragraph (8) is such proportion of those expenses
as is reasonably attributable to the use made of the property, services or facilities as
mentioned in paragraph (b) of that sub-paragraph.


