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SCOTTISH ELECTIONS (REDUCTION
OF VOTING AGE) ACT 2015

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Reduction of the voting age

5.

Section 1 of the Act provides that the voting age in Scotland for local government
electors is 16 years or over. It does so by amending section 2 of the 1983 Act, which
setsout who iseligibleto vote at local government elections. Section 11 of the Scotland
Act 1998 provides that the franchise for local government elections in Scotland also
applies at Scottish Parliament elections.

Section 1(2) specifiesthe dates from when the reduced voting age appliesin relation to
the various categories of electionsto which section 2 of the 1983 Act applies. Theseare:

e Scottish Parliament elections on or after 5 April 2016; (section 2 of the 1983 Act
applies to these elections by virtue of section 11 of the Scotland Act 1998);

» local government elections on or after 5 May 2016; and

e any other relevant poll (defined in section 1(3)) on or after 5 May 2016; the main
example here is elections for membership of a National Park authority, to which
section 2 of the 1983 Act applies through paragraph 3 of schedule 1 to the National
Parks (Scotland) Act 2000.
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