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Places at which inquiries may be held

(1) The Scottish Ministers may by regulations designate places at which a sheriff court
may be held for the purposes of this Act (in addition to the places designated by virtue
of the Courts Reform (Scotland) Act 2014 for the holding of sheriff courts).

(2) The Scottish Ministers may make regulations under subsection (1) only following the
submission of a proposal under subsection (3).

(3) The Scottish Courts and Tribunals Service (“the SCTS”) may, with the agreement of
the Lord President of the Court of Session, submit a proposal to the Scottish Ministers
for the making of regulations under subsection (1).

(4) Before submitting a proposal to the Scottish Ministers, the SCTS must consult such
persons as it considers appropriate.

(5) If, following the submission of a proposal, the Scottish Ministers decide to make
regulations, they must have regard to the proposal in deciding what provision to make
in the regulations.

(6) The Scottish Ministers may make regulations under subsection (1) only with the
consent of—

(a) the Lord President, and
(b) the SCTS.

(7) Regulations under subsection (1)—
(a) may make transitional, transitory or saving provision,
(b) are subject to the affirmative procedure.
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13 Jurisdiction in relation to inquiries

(1) Inquiry proceedings may be held in a sheriffdom whether or not there is a connection
between the death, or any accident resulting in the death, to which the inquiry relates
and the sheriffdom, and a sheriff of the sheriffdom accordingly has jurisdiction in
relation to the proceedings.

(2) The Lord Advocate is, after consulting the Scottish Courts and Tribunals Service, to
choose the sheriffdom in which proceedings are to be held.

(3) But the sheriff may make an order transferring the proceedings to a sheriff of another
sheriffdom.

(4) The sheriff may make an order under subsection (3) only—

(a) after giving the procurator fiscal and the participants in the inquiry an
opportunity to make representations about the proposed transfer, and

(b) with the consent of—

(1) the sheriff principal of the sheriffdom of which the sheriffis a sheriff,
and

(i1) the sheriff principal of the sheriffdom to which the sheriff proposes
to transfer the proceedings.

(5) The sheriff may make such an order—
(a) on the sheriff's own initiative, or
(b) on the application of the procurator fiscal or a participant in the inquiry.
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