
These notes relate to the Hunting with Dogs (Scotland) Act
2023 (asp 1) which received Royal Assent on 7 March 2023

HUNTING WITH DOGS (SCOTLAND) ACT 2023

EXPLANATORY NOTES

THE ACT’S PURPOSE

3. The Hunting with Dogs (Scotland) Act 2023 repeals and replaces the Protection of Wild
Mammals (Scotland) Act 2002 (the “2002 Act”) which makes it an offence to hunt a
wild mammal using a dog in Scotland except in limited specified circumstances.

4. The Act broadly replicates the provisions of the 2002 Act, but makes certain
modifications to further limit the circumstances in which it is permitted to hunt a wild
mammal using a dog and to prohibit trail hunting (the practice of directing a dog
to find and follow an animal-based scent laid for that purpose) except under limited
circumstances. It also aims to address deficiencies of the 2002 Act, in particular with
regard to inconsistencies and ambiguities in the wording of the 2002 Act.
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