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PART 1

ADOPTION

CHAPTER 6

ADOPTIONS WITH A FOREIGN ELEMENT

Adoptions from abroad: special restrictions

62 Declaration of special restrictions on adoptions from abroad

(1) This section applies if the Scottish Ministers have reason to believe that, because
of practices taking place in a country or territory outwith the British Islands (the
“relevant country”) in connection with the adoption of children, it would be contrary
to public policy to further the bringing of children into the United Kingdom in the
cases mentioned in subsection (2).

(2) Those cases are—
(a) that a British resident wishes to bring, or cause another to bring, a child who is

not a British resident into the United Kingdom for the purpose of adoption by
the British resident and, in connection with the proposed adoption, there have
been, or would have to be, proceedings in the relevant country or dealings
with authorities or agencies there, or

(b) that a British resident wishes to bring, or cause another to bring, into the
United Kingdom a child adopted by the British resident under an adoption
effected, within the period of 12 months ending with the date of the bringing
in, under the law of the relevant country.

(3) The Scottish Ministers may by order declare, in relation to any relevant country, that
special restrictions are to apply for the time being in relation to the bringing in of
children in the cases mentioned in subsection (2).
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(4) The Scottish Ministers must, as respects each relevant country in relation to which
such a declaration has effect for the time being (a “restricted country”), publish reasons
for making the declaration in relation to the country.

(5) The Scottish Ministers must publish a list of restricted countries (“the restricted list”)
and keep the list up to date.

(6) The reasons and the restricted list are to be published in whatever way the Scottish
Ministers think appropriate for bringing them to the attention of adoption agencies
and members of the public.

(7) In this section, “British resident” means a person habitually resident in the British
Islands.

(8) Any reference in this section to adoption by a British resident includes adoption by a
British resident and another person.
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