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Directive 2010/13/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council
of 10 March 2010 on the coordination of certain provisions laid

down by law, regulation or administrative action in Member States
concerning the provision of audiovisual media services (Audiovisual

Media Services Directive) (codified version) (Text with EEA relevance)

CHAPTER V

PROVISIONS CONCERNING EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS AND
SHORT NEWS REPORTS IN TELEVISION BROADCASTING

Article 14

1 Each Member State may take measures in accordance with Union law to ensure that
broadcasters under its jurisdiction do not broadcast on an exclusive basis events which are
regarded by that Member State as being of major importance for society in such a way as to
deprive a substantial proportion of the public in that Member State of the possibility of following
such events by live coverage or deferred coverage on free television. If it does so, the Member
State concerned shall draw up a list of designated events, national or non-national, which it
considers to be of major importance for society. It shall do so in a clear and transparent manner
in due time. In so doing the Member State concerned shall also determine whether these events
should be available by whole or partial live coverage or, where necessary or appropriate for
objective reasons in the public interest, whole or partial deferred coverage.

2 Member States shall immediately notify to the Commission any measures taken or
to be taken pursuant to paragraph 1. Within a period of 3 months from the notification, the
Commission shall verify that such measures are compatible with Union law and communicate
them to the other Member States. It shall seek the opinion of the contact committee established
pursuant to Article 29. It shall forthwith publish the measures taken in the Official Journal of
the European Union and at least once a year the consolidated list of the measures taken by
Member States.

3 Member States shall ensure, by appropriate means within the framework of their
legislation, [X1that broadcasters under their jurisdiction do not exercise the exclusive rights
purchased by those broadcasters after 30 July 1997 in such a way] that a substantial proportion of
the public in another Member State is deprived of the possibility of following events which are
designated by that other Member State in accordance with paragraphs 1 and 2 by whole or partial
live coverage or, where necessary or appropriate for objective reasons in the public interest,
whole or partial deferred coverage on free television as determined by that other Member State
in accordance with paragraph 1.

Editorial Information
X1 Substituted by Corrigendum to Directive 2010/13/EU of the European Parliament and of the

Council of 10 March 2010 on the coordination of certain provisions laid down by law, regulation
or administrative action in Member States concerning the provision of audiovisual media services
(Audiovisual Media Services Directive) (Official Journal of the European Union L 95 of 15 April
2010).
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Article 15

1 Member States shall ensure that for the purpose of short news reports, any broadcaster
established in the Union has access on a fair, reasonable and non-discriminatory basis to events
of high interest to the public which are transmitted on an exclusive basis by a broadcaster under
their jurisdiction.

2 If another broadcaster established in the same Member State as the broadcaster seeking
access has acquired exclusive rights to the event of high interest to the public, access shall be
sought from that broadcaster.

3 Member States shall ensure that such access is guaranteed by allowing broadcasters to
freely choose short extracts from the transmitting broadcaster’s signal with, unless impossible
for reasons of practicality, at least the identification of their source.

4 As an alternative to paragraph 3, Member States may establish an equivalent system
which achieves access on a fair, reasonable and non-discriminatory basis through other means.

5 Short extracts shall be used solely for general news programmes and may be used in
on-demand audiovisual media services only if the same programme is offered on a deferred
basis by the same media service provider.

6 Without prejudice to paragraphs 1 to 5, Member States shall ensure, in accordance
with their legal systems and practices, that the modalities and conditions regarding the provision
of such short extracts are defined, in particular, with respect to any compensation arrangements,
the maximum length of short extracts and time limits regarding their transmission. Where
compensation is provided for, it shall not exceed the additional costs directly incurred in
providing access.


