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Directive 2010/75/EU of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 24 November 2010 on industrial emissions (integrated

pollution prevention and control) (Recast) (Text with EEA relevance)

CHAPTER II

PROVISIONS FOR ACTIVITIES LISTED IN ANNEX I

Article 22

Site closure

1 Without prejudice to Directive 2000/60/EC, Directive 2004/35/EC, Directive
2006/118/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 12 December 2006 on the
protection of groundwater against pollution and deterioration(1) and to relevant Union law on
soil protection, the competent authority shall set permit conditions to ensure compliance with
paragraphs 3 and 4 of this Article upon definitive cessation of activities.

2 Where the activity involves the use, production or release of relevant hazardous
substances and having regard to the possibility of soil and groundwater contamination at the site
of the installation, the operator shall prepare and submit to the competent authority a baseline
report before starting operation of an installation or before a permit for an installation is updated
for the first time after 7 January 2013.
The baseline report shall contain the information necessary to determine the state of soil
and groundwater contamination so as to make a quantified comparison with the state
upon definitive cessation of activities provided for under paragraph 3.
The baseline report shall contain at least the following information:

a information on the present use and, where available, on past uses of the site;
b where available, existing information on soil and groundwater measurements that

reflect the state at the time the report is drawn up or, alternatively, new soil and
groundwater measurements having regard to the possibility of soil and groundwater
contamination by those hazardous substances to be used, produced or released by the
installation concerned.

Where information produced pursuant to other national or Union law fulfils the
requirements of this paragraph that information may be included in, or attached to, the
submitted baseline report.
The Commission shall establish guidance on the content of the baseline report.

3 Upon definitive cessation of the activities, the operator shall assess the state of soil and
groundwater contamination by relevant hazardous substances used, produced or released by the
installation. Where the installation has caused significant pollution of soil or groundwater by
relevant hazardous substances compared to the state established in the baseline report referred
to in paragraph 2, the operator shall take the necessary measures to address that pollution so as
to return the site to that state. For that purpose, the technical feasibility of such measures may
be taken into account.

Without prejudice to the first subparagraph, upon definitive cessation of the activities,
and where the contamination of soil and groundwater at the site poses a significant risk
to human health or the environment as a result of the permitted activities carried out
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by the operator before the permit for the installation is updated for the first time after
7 January 2013 and taking into account the conditions of the site of the installation
established in accordance with Article 12(1)(d), the operator shall take the necessary
actions aimed at the removal, control, containment or reduction of relevant hazardous
substances, so that the site, taking into account its current or approved future use, ceases
to pose such a risk.

4 Where the operator is not required to prepare a baseline report referred to in
paragraph 2, the operator shall, upon definitive cessation of the activities, take the necessary
actions aimed at the removal, control, containment or reduction of relevant hazardous
substances, so that the site, taking into account its current or approved future use, ceases to pose
any significant risk to human health or the environment due to the contamination of soil and
groundwater as a result of the permitted activities and taking into account the conditions of the
site of the installation established in accordance with Article 12(1)(d).
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(1) OJ L 372, 27.12.2006, p. 19.
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