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Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 404/2011 of 8 April
2011 laying down detailed rules for the implementation of Council

Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009 establishing a Community control system
for ensuring compliance with the rules of the Common Fisheries Policy

TITLE VI

INSPECTION

CHAPTER I

Conduct of inspections

Section 2

Inspections at sea

Article 102

General provisions on inspections at sea

1 Any vessel used for control purposes including surveillance shall display so as to be
clearly visible, a pennant or a symbol as shown in Annex XXVIII.

2 A boarding craft used to facilitate the transfer of officials carrying out inspections shall
fly a similar flag or pennant of a size appropriate to that of the boarding craft to indicate that
it is engaged in fishery inspection duties.

3 Persons in charge of inspection vessels shall have due regard to the rules of seamanship
and manoeuvre at a safe distance from the fishing vessel in accordance with the international
rules for the prevention of collisions at sea.

Article 103

Boarding fishing vessels at sea

1 Officials responsible for the conduct of the inspection shall ensure that no action is
taken that may compromise the safety of the fishing vessel and its crew.

2 Officials shall not require the master of a fishing vessel that is being boarded or
disembarked to stop or manoeuvre during fishing, or to stop the shooting or hauling of fishing
gear. Officials may, however, require the interruption or delay of the shooting of gear to permit
safe boarding or disembarkation until they have boarded or disembarked the fishing vessel.
In the case of boarding this delay shall not exceed 30 minutes after officials have boarded
the fishing vessel unless an infringement has been detected. This provision does not affect the
possibility of officials to require the gear to be hauled for inspection.
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Article 104

On board activities

1 When carrying out their inspection, officials shall verify and note all appropriate
items provided for in the appropriate inspection report module set out in Annex XXVII to this
Regulation.

2 Officials may require the master to haul a fishing gear for inspection.

3 Inspection teams shall normally be comprised of two officials. Additional officials
may supplement inspections teams when necessary.

4 The duration of an inspection shall not exceed 4 hours, or until the net is hauled in,
and the net and catches are inspected, whichever is longer. It shall not apply in the case that an
apparent infringement is detected or where the officials need further information.

5 In the case of an apparent infringement being detected, identification marks and seals
may be affixed securely to any part of the fishing gear or the fishing vessel, including containers
of fisheries products and the compartment(s) in which they may be stowed, and the official(s)
may remain on board for the time necessary for the completion of appropriate measures to ensure
security and continuity of all the evidence of the apparent infringement.
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