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Regulation (EU) No 952/2013 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 9 October 2013 laying down the Union Customs Code (recast)

TITLE III

CUSTOMS DEBT AND GUARANTEES

CHAPTER 4

Extinguishment of a customs debt

Article 124

Extinguishment

1 Without prejudice to the provisions in force relating to non-recovery of the amount of
import or export duty corresponding to a customs debt in the event of the judicially established
insolvency of the debtor, a customs debt on import or export shall be extinguished in any of
the following ways:

a where the debtor can no longer be notified of the customs debt, in accordance with
Article 103;

b by payment of the amount of import or export duty;
c subject to paragraph 5, by remission of the amount of import or export duty;
d where, in respect of goods declared for a customs procedure entailing the obligation to

pay import or export duty, the customs declaration is invalidated;
e where goods liable to import or export duty are confiscated or seized and simultaneously

or subsequently confiscated;
f where goods liable to import or export duty are destroyed under customs supervision

or abandoned to the State;
g where the disappearance of the goods or the non-fulfilment of obligations arising from

the customs legislation results from the total destruction or irretrievable loss of those
goods as a result of the actual nature of the goods or unforeseeable circumstances or
force majeure, or as a consequence of instruction by the customs authorities; for the
purpose of this point, goods shall be considered as irretrievably lost when they have
been rendered unusable by any person;

h where the customs debt was incurred pursuant to Article 79 or 82 and where the
following conditions are fulfilled:

(i) [F1the failure which led to the incurrence of a customs debt had no significant
effect on the correct operation of the temporary storage or of the customs
procedure concerned and did not constitute an attempt at deception;]

(ii) all of the formalities necessary to regularise the situation of the goods are
subsequently carried out;

i where goods released for free circulation duty-free, or at a reduced rate of import duty
by virtue of their end-use, have been exported with the permission of the customs
authorities;
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j where it was incurred pursuant to Article 78 and where the formalities carried out in
order to enable the preferential tariff treatment referred to in that Article to be granted
are cancelled;

k where, subject to paragraph 6, the customs debt was incurred pursuant to Article 79
and evidence is provided to the satisfaction of the customs authorities that the goods
have not been used or consumed and have been taken out of the customs territory of
the Union.

2 In the cases referred to in point (e) of paragraph 1, the customs debt shall, nevertheless,
for the purposes of penalties applicable to customs offences, be deemed not to have been
extinguished where, under the law of a Member State, import or export duty or the existence of
a customs debt provide the basis for determining penalties.

3 Where, in accordance with point (g) of paragraph 1, a customs debt is extinguished in
respect of goods released for free circulation duty-free or at a reduced rate of import duty on
account of their end-use, any scrap or waste resulting from their destruction shall be deemed
to be non-Union goods.

4 The provisions in force pertaining to standard rates for irretrievable loss due to the
nature of goods shall apply where the person concerned fails to show that the real loss exceeds
that calculated by applying the standard rate for the goods in question.

5 Where several persons are liable for payment of the amount of import or export
duty corresponding to the customs debt and remission is granted, the customs debt shall be
extinguished only in respect of the person or persons to whom the remission is granted.

6 In the case referred to in point (k) of paragraph 1, the customs debt shall not be
extinguished in respect of any person or persons who attempted deception.

7 Where the customs debt was incurred pursuant to Article 79, it shall be extinguished
with regard to the person whose behaviour did not involve any attempt at deception and who
contributed to the fight against fraud.

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Regulation (EU) 2019/474 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19 March

2019 amending Regulation (EU) No 952/2013 laying down the Union Customs Code.

Article 125

Application of penalties

Where the customs debt is extinguished on the basis of point (h) of Article 124(1),
Member States shall not be precluded from the application of penalties for failure to
comply with the customs legislation.

[F1 Article 126

Delegation of power

The Commission shall be empowered to adopt delegated acts, in accordance with
Article 284, in order to determine the list of failures with no significant effect on the
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correct operation of the temporary storage or of the customs procedure concerned and
to supplement point (h)(i) of Article 124(1).]

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Regulation (EU) 2019/474 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19 March

2019 amending Regulation (EU) No 952/2013 laying down the Union Customs Code.
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