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ANNEX IV

Guidelines for the preparation and submission of notifications of encounters with VMEs

1. General information

Include contact information, flag, vessel name(s) and dates of data collection.

2. VME location

Indicate start and end positions of all gear deployments and observations.

Provide maps of fishing locations, underlying bathymetry or habitat and spatial scale of fishing.

Indicate depth(s) fished.

3. Fishing gear

Indicate fishing gears used at each location.

4. Additional data collected

Indicate additional data collected at or near the locations fished, if possible.

Data such as multibeam bathymetry, oceanographic data such as CTD profiles, current profiles,
water chemistry, substrate types recorded at or near those locations, other fauna observed, video
recordings, acoustic profiles etc.

5. VME taxa

For each station fished, provide details of VME taxa observed, including their relative density,
absolute density, or number of organisms if possible.
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