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Consolidated version of the Treaty establishing the
European Atomic Energy Community 2016/C 203/01

TITLE II

PROVISIONS FOR THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF
PROGRESS IN THE FIELD OF NUCLEAR ENERGY

CHAPTER 3

Health and safety
Article 30

Basic standards shall be laid down within the Community for the protection of the health
of workers and the general public against the dangers arising from ionizing radiations.

The expression ‘basic standards’ means:

(a) maximum permissible doses compatible with adequate safety;

(b) maximum permissible levels of exposure and contamination;

(©) the fundamental principles governing the health surveillance of workers.
Article 31

The basic standards shall be worked out by the Commission after it has obtained the
opinion of a group of persons appointed by the Scientific and Technical Committee from
among scientific experts, and in particular public health experts, in the Member States.
The Commission shall obtain the opinion of the Economic and Social Committee on
these basic standards.

After consulting the European Parliament the Council shall, on a proposal from the
Commission, which shall forward to it the opinions obtained from these Committees,
establish the basic standards; the Council shall act by a qualified majority.

Article 32

At the request of the Commission or of a Member State, the basic standards may be
revised or supplemented in accordance with the procedure laid down in Article 31.

The Commission shall examine any request made by a Member State.
Article 33

Each Member State shall lay down the appropriate provisions, whether by legislation,
regulation or administrative action, to ensure compliance with the basic standards which
have been established and shall take the necessary measures with regard to teaching,
education and vocational training.

The Commission shall make appropriate recommendations for harmonising the
provisions applicable in this field in the Member States.
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To this end, the Member States shall communicate to the Commission the provisions
applicable at the date of entry into force of this Treaty and any subsequent draft
provisions of the same kind.

Any recommendations the Commission may wish to issue with regard to such draft
provisions shall be made within three months of the date on which such draft provisions
are communicated.

Article 34

Any Member State in whose territories particularly dangerous experiments are to take
place shall take additional health and safety measures, on which it shall first obtain the
opinion of the Commission.

The assent of the Commission shall be required where the effects of such experiments
are liable to affect the territories of other Member States.

Article 35

Each Member State shall establish the facilities necessary to carry out continuous
monitoring of the level of radioactivity in the air, water and soil and to ensure
compliance with the basic standards.

The Commission shall have the right of access to such facilities; it may verify their
operation and efficiency.

Article 36

The appropriate authorities shall periodically communicate information on the checks
referred to in Article 35 to the Commission so that it is kept informed of the level of
radioactivity to which the public is exposed.

Article 37

Each Member State shall provide the Commission with such general data relating to
any plan for the disposal of radioactive waste in whatever form will make it possible to
determine whether the implementation of such plan is liable to result in the radioactive
contamination of the water, soil or airspace of another Member State.

The Commission shall deliver its opinion within six months, after consulting the group
of experts referred to in Article 31.

Article 38

The Commission shall make recommendations to the Member States with regard to the
level of radioactivity in the air, water and soil.

In cases of urgency, the Commission shall issue a directive requiring the Member
State concerned to take, within a period laid down by the Commission, all necessary
measures to prevent infringement of the basic standards and to ensure compliance with
regulations.

Should the State in question fail to comply with the Commission directive within the
period laid down, the Commission or any Member State concerned may forthwith, by
way of derogation from Articles 258 and 259 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the
European Union, bring the matter before the Court of Justice of the European Union.
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Article 39

The Commission shall set up within the framework of the Joint Nuclear Research
Centre, as soon as the latter has been established, a health and safety documentation
and study section.

This section shall in particular have the task of collecting the documentation and
information referred to in Articles 33, 36 and 37 and of assisting the Commission in
carrying out the tasks assigned to it by this Chapter.



