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Consolidated version of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union

PART SIX

INSTITUTIONAL AND FINANCIAL PROVISIONS

TITLE I

INSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS

CHAPTER 1

THE INSTITUTIONS

SECTION 3

THE COUNCIL

Article 237

(ex Article 204 TEC)

The Council shall meet when convened by its President on his own initiative or at the
request of one of its Members or of the Commission.

Article 238

(ex Article 205(1) and (2), TEC)

1 Where it is required to act by a simple majority, the Council shall act by a majority
of its component members.

2 By way of derogation from Article 16(4) of the Treaty on European Union, as from
1 November 2014 and subject to the provisions laid down in the Protocol on transitional
provisions, where the Council does not act on a proposal from the Commission or from the
High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, the qualified majority
shall be defined as at least 72 % of the members of the Council, representing Member States
comprising at least 65 % of the population of the Union.

3 As from 1 November 2014 and subject to the provisions laid down in the Protocol on
transitional provisions, in cases where, under the Treaties, not all the members of the Council
participate in voting, a qualified majority shall be defined as follows:

a A qualified majority shall be defined as at least 55 % of the members of the Council
representing the participating Member States, comprising at least 65 % of the population
of these States.



2 Consolidated version of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union
PART SIX TITLE I CHAPTER 1 SECTION 3

Document Generated: 2023-07-09
Status: This is the revised version from EUR-Lex dated 01/03/2020. There are no timeline of changes available

for treaties, instead, previous dated versions from EUR-Lex (as pdf from 1992 onwards) can be accessed via
the More Resources menu. This treaty has changed its name over time, originally signed in Rome in 1957
as the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community (The Treaty of Rome) then becoming Treaty

establishing the European Community. Its title is now Treaty on the functioning of the European Union.

A blocking minority must include at least the minimum number of Council members
representing more than 35 % of the population of the participating Member States, plus
one member, failing which the qualified majority shall be deemed attained;

b By way of derogation from point (a), where the Council does not act on a proposal from
the Commission or from the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy, the qualified majority shall be defined as at least 72 % of the members
of the Council representing the participating Member States, comprising at least 65 %
of the population of these States.

4 Abstentions by Members present in person or represented shall not prevent the
adoption by the Council of acts which require unanimity.

Article 239

(ex Article 206 TEC)

Where a vote is taken, any Member of the Council may also act on behalf of not more
than one other member.

Article 240

(ex Article 207 TEC)

1 A committee consisting of the Permanent Representatives of the Governments of the
Member States shall be responsible for preparing the work of the Council and for carrying out
the tasks assigned to it by the latter. The Committee may adopt procedural decisions in cases
provided for in the Council's Rules of Procedure.

2 The Council shall be assisted by a General Secretariat, under the responsibility of a
Secretary-General appointed by the Council.

The Council shall decide on the organisation of the General Secretariat by a simple
majority.

3 The Council shall act by a simple majority regarding procedural matters and for the
adoption of its Rules of Procedure.

Article 241

(ex Article 208 TEC)

The Council, acting by a simple majority, may request the Commission to undertake any
studies the Council considers desirable for the attainment of the common objectives, and
to submit to it any appropriate proposals. If the Commission does not submit a proposal,
it shall inform the Council of the reasons.



Consolidated version of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union
PART SIX TITLE I CHAPTER 1 SECTION 3
Document Generated: 2023-07-09

3

Status: This is the revised version from EUR-Lex dated 01/03/2020. There are no timeline of changes available
for treaties, instead, previous dated versions from EUR-Lex (as pdf from 1992 onwards) can be accessed via

the More Resources menu. This treaty has changed its name over time, originally signed in Rome in 1957
as the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community (The Treaty of Rome) then becoming Treaty

establishing the European Community. Its title is now Treaty on the functioning of the European Union.

Article 242

(ex Article 209 TEC)

The Council, acting by a simple majority shall, after consulting the Commission,
determine the rules governing the committees provided for in the Treaties.

Article 243

(ex Article 210 TEC)

The Council shall determine the salaries, allowances and pensions of the President of
the European Council, the President of the Commission, the High Representative of the
Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, the Members of the Commission, the
Presidents, Members and Registrars of the Court of Justice of the European Union, and
the Secretary-General of the Council. It shall also determine any payment to be made
instead of remuneration.


