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Consolidated version of the Treaty on European Union

TITLE VI

FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 47

The Union shall have legal personality.

Article 48

(ex Article 48 TEU)

1 The Treaties may be amended in accordance with an ordinary revision procedure. They
may also be amended in accordance with simplified revision procedures.

Ordinary revision procedure
2 The Government of any Member State, the European Parliament or the Commission
may submit to the Council proposals for the amendment of the Treaties. These proposals may,
inter alia, serve either to increase or to reduce the competences conferred on the Union in the
Treaties. These proposals shall be submitted to the European Council by the Council and the
national Parliaments shall be notified.

3 If the European Council, after consulting the European Parliament and the
Commission, adopts by a simple majority a decision in favour of examining the proposed
amendments, the President of the European Council shall convene a Convention composed of
representatives of the national Parliaments, of the Heads of State or Government of the Member
States, of the European Parliament and of the Commission. The European Central Bank shall
also be consulted in the case of institutional changes in the monetary area. The Convention
shall examine the proposals for amendments and shall adopt by consensus a recommendation
to a conference of representatives of the governments of the Member States as provided for in
paragraph 4.

The European Council may decide by a simple majority, after obtaining the consent of
the European Parliament, not to convene a Convention should this not be justified by
the extent of the proposed amendments. In the latter case, the European Council shall
define the terms of reference for a conference of representatives of the governments of
the Member States.

4 A conference of representatives of the governments of the Member States shall be
convened by the President of the Council for the purpose of determining by common accord
the amendments to be made to the Treaties.

The amendments shall enter into force after being ratified by all the Member States in
accordance with their respective constitutional requirements.

5 If, two years after the signature of a treaty amending the Treaties, four fifths of the
Member States have ratified it and one or more Member States have encountered difficulties in
proceeding with ratification, the matter shall be referred to the European Council.

Simplified revision procedures
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6 The Government of any Member State, the European Parliament or the Commission
may submit to the European Council proposals for revising all or part of the provisions of Part
Three of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union relating to the internal policies
and action of the Union.

The European Council may adopt a decision amending all or part of the provisions
of Part Three of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union. The European
Council shall act by unanimity after consulting the European Parliament and the
Commission, and the European Central Bank in the case of institutional changes in the
monetary area. That decision shall not enter into force until it is approved by the Member
States in accordance with their respective constitutional requirements.

The decision referred to in the second subparagraph shall not increase the competences
conferred on the Union in the Treaties.

7 Where the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union or Title V of this Treaty
provides for the Council to act by unanimity in a given area or case, the European Council may
adopt a decision authorising the Council to act by a qualified majority in that area or in that
case. This subparagraph shall not apply to decisions with military implications or those in the
area of defence.

Where the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union provides for legislative
acts to be adopted by the Council in accordance with a special legislative procedure,
the European Council may adopt a decision allowing for the adoption of such acts in
accordance with the ordinary legislative procedure.

Any initiative taken by the European Council on the basis of the first or the second
subparagraph shall be notified to the national Parliaments. If a national Parliament
makes known its opposition within six months of the date of such notification, the
decision referred to in the first or the second subparagraph shall not be adopted. In the
absence of opposition, the European Council may adopt the decision.

For the adoption of the decisions referred to in the first and second subparagraphs, the
European Council shall act by unanimity after obtaining the consent of the European
Parliament, which shall be given by a majority of its component members.

Article 49

(ex Article 49 TEU)

Any European State which respects the values referred to in Article 2 and is committed
to promoting them may apply to become a member of the Union. The European
Parliament and national Parliaments shall be notified of this application. The applicant
State shall address its application to the Council, which shall act unanimously after
consulting the Commission and after receiving the consent of the European Parliament,
which shall act by a majority of its component members. The conditions of eligibility
agreed upon by the European Council shall be taken into account.

The conditions of admission and the adjustments to the Treaties on which the Union
is founded, which such admission entails, shall be the subject of an agreement
between the Member States and the applicant State. This agreement shall be submitted
for ratification by all the contracting States in accordance with their respective
constitutional requirements.
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Article 50

1 Any Member State may decide to withdraw from the Union in accordance with its
own constitutional requirements.

2 A Member State which decides to withdraw shall notify the European Council of
its intention. In the light of the guidelines provided by the European Council, the Union shall
negotiate and conclude an agreement with that State, setting out the arrangements for its
withdrawal, taking account of the framework for its future relationship with the Union. That
agreement shall be negotiated in accordance with Article 218(3) of the Treaty on the Functioning
of the European Union. It shall be concluded on behalf of the Union by the Council, acting by
a qualified majority, after obtaining the consent of the European Parliament.

3 The Treaties shall cease to apply to the State in question from the date of entry into
force of the withdrawal agreement or, failing that, two years after the notification referred to
in paragraph 2, unless the European Council, in agreement with the Member State concerned,
unanimously decides to extend this period.

4 For the purposes of paragraphs 2 and 3, the member of the European Council or of the
Council representing the withdrawing Member State shall not participate in the discussions of
the European Council or Council or in decisions concerning it.

A qualified majority shall be defined in accordance with Article 238(3)(b) of the Treaty
on the Functioning of the European Union.

5 If a State which has withdrawn from the Union asks to rejoin, its request shall be
subject to the procedure referred to in Article 49.

Article 51

The Protocols and Annexes to the Treaties shall form an integral part thereof.

Article 52

[F11 The Treaties shall apply to the Kingdom of Belgium, the Republic of Bulgaria, the
Czech Republic, the Kingdom of Denmark, the Federal Republic of Germany, the Republic
of Estonia, Ireland, the Hellenic Republic, the Kingdom of Spain, the French Republic, the
Republic of Croatia, the Italian Republic, the Republic of Cyprus, the Republic of Latvia, the
Republic of Lithuania, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, the Republic of Hungary, the Republic
of Malta, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the Republic of Austria, the Republic of Poland, the
Portuguese Republic, Romania, the Republic of Slovenia, the Slovak Republic, the Republic
of Finland, the Kingdom of Sweden and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland.]

2 The territorial scope of the Treaties is specified in Article 355 of the Treaty on the
Functioning of the European Union.

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Act concerning the conditions of accession of the Republic of Croatia and the

adjustments to the Treaty on European Union, the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union
and the Treaty establishing the European Atomic Energy Community.

https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12012J/ACT
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12012J/ACT
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12012J/ACT
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Article 53

(ex Article 51 TEU)

This Treaty is concluded for an unlimited period.

Article 54

(ex Article 52 TEU)

1 This Treaty shall be ratified by the High Contracting Parties in accordance with their
respective constitutional requirements. The instruments of ratification shall be deposited with
the Government of the Italian Republic.

2 This Treaty shall enter into force on 1 January 1993, provided that all the Instruments
of ratification have been deposited, or, failing that, on the first day of the month following the
deposit of the Instrument of ratification by the last signatory State to take this step.

Article 55

(ex Article 53 TEU)

[F11 This Treaty, drawn up in a single original in the Bulgarian, Croatian, Czech, Danish,
Dutch, English, Estonian, Finnish, French, German, Greek, Hungarian, Irish, Italian, Latvian,
Lithuanian, Maltese, Polish, Portuguese, Romanian, Slovak, Slovenian, Spanish and Swedish
languages, the texts in each of these languages being equally authentic, shall be deposited in the
archives of the Government of the Italian Republic, which will transmit a certified copy to each
of the governments of the other signatory States.]

2 This Treaty may also be translated into any other languages as determined by Member
States among those which, in accordance with their constitutional order, enjoy official status
in all or part of their territory. A certified copy of such translations shall be provided by the
Member States concerned to be deposited in the archives of the Council.

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Act concerning the conditions of accession of the Republic of Croatia and the

adjustments to the Treaty on European Union, the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union
and the Treaty establishing the European Atomic Energy Community.

https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12012J/ACT
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12012J/ACT
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12012J/ACT

