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Agreement on the withdrawal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland from the European Union and the European Atomic Energy Community

PART ONE

COMMON PROVISIONS

Article 1

Objective

This Agreement sets out the arrangements for the withdrawal of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland ("United Kingdom") from the European Union
("Union") and from the European Atomic Energy Community ("Euratom").

Article 2

Definitions

For the purposes of this Agreement, the following definitions shall apply:

(a) "Union law" means:

(i) the Treaty on European Union ("TEU"), the Treaty on the Functioning of the
European Union ("TFEU") and the Treaty establishing the European Atomic
Energy Community ("Euratom Treaty"), as amended or supplemented, as
well as the Treaties of Accession and the Charter of Fundamental Rights of
the European Union, together referred to as "the Treaties";

(ii) the general principles of the Union's law;

(iii) the acts adopted by the institutions, bodies, offices or agencies of the Union;

(iv) the international agreements to which the Union is party and the international
agreements concluded by the Member States acting on behalf of the Union;

(v) the agreements between Member States entered into in their capacity as
Member States of the Union;

(vi) acts of the Representatives of the Governments of the Member States
meeting within the European Council or the Council of the European Union
("Council");

(vii) the declarations made in the context of intergovernmental conferences which
adopted the Treaties;

(b) "Member States" means the Kingdom of Belgium, the Republic of Bulgaria, the Czech
Republic, the Kingdom of Denmark, the Federal Republic of Germany, the Republic
of Estonia, Ireland, the Hellenic Republic, the Kingdom of Spain, the French Republic,
the Republic of Croatia, the Italian Republic, the Republic of Cyprus, the Republic
of Latvia, the Republic of Lithuania, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, Hungary,
the Republic of Malta, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the Republic of Austria, the
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Republic of Poland, the Portuguese Republic, Romania, the Republic of Slovenia, the
Slovak Republic, the Republic of Finland and the Kingdom of Sweden;

(c) "Union citizen" means any person holding the nationality of a Member State;

(d) "United Kingdom national" means a national of the United Kingdom, as defined in
the New Declaration by the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland of 31 December 1982 on the definition of the term "nationals"(1)

together with Declaration No 63 annexed to the Final Act of the intergovernmental
conference which adopted the Treaty of Lisbon(2);

(e) "transition period" means the period provided in Article 126;

(f) "day" means a calendar day, unless otherwise provided in this Agreement or in
provisions of Union law made applicable by this Agreement.

Article 3

Territorial scope

1 Unless otherwise provided in this Agreement or in Union law made applicable by this
Agreement, any reference in this Agreement to the United Kingdom or its territory shall be
understood as referring to:

a the United Kingdom;
b Gibraltar, to the extent that Union law was applicable to it before the date of entry into

force of this Agreement;
c the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man, to the extent that Union law was applicable to

them before the date of entry into force of this Agreement;
d the Sovereign Base Areas of Akrotiri and Dhekelia in Cyprus, to the extent necessary to

ensure the implementation of the arrangements set out in the Protocol on the Sovereign
Base Areas of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland in Cyprus
annexed to the Act concerning the conditions of accession of the Czech Republic, the
Republic of Estonia, the Republic of Cyprus, the Republic of Latvia, the Republic of
Lithuania, the Republic of Hungary, the Republic of Malta, the Republic of Poland, the
Republic of Slovenia and the Slovak Republic to the European Union;

e the overseas countries and territories listed in Annex II to the TFEU having special
relations with the United Kingdom(3), where the provisions of this Agreement relate to
the special arrangements for the association of the overseas countries and territories
with the Union.

2 Unless otherwise provided in this Agreement or in Union law made applicable by
this Agreement, any reference in this Agreement to Member States, or their territory, shall be
understood as covering the territories of the Member States to which the Treaties apply as
provided in Article 355 TFEU.

Article 4

Methods and principles relating to the effect, the
implementation and the application of this Agreement

1 The provisions of this Agreement and the provisions of Union law made applicable
by this Agreement shall produce in respect of and in the United Kingdom the same legal effects
as those which they produce within the Union and its Member States.



Agreement on the withdrawal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern...
PART ONE
Document Generated: 2023-09-18

3

Status: This is the original version (as it was originally adopted).

Accordingly, legal or natural persons shall in particular be able to rely directly on the
provisions contained or referred to in this Agreement which meet the conditions for
direct effect under Union law.

2 The United Kingdom shall ensure compliance with paragraph 1, including as regards
the required powers of its judicial and administrative authorities to disapply inconsistent or
incompatible domestic provisions, through domestic primary legislation.

3 The provisions of this Agreement referring to Union law or to concepts or provisions
thereof shall be interpreted and applied in accordance with the methods and general principles
of Union law.

4 The provisions of this Agreement referring to Union law or to concepts or provisions
thereof shall in their implementation and application be interpreted in conformity with the
relevant case law of the Court of Justice of the European Union handed down before the end
of the transition period.

5 In the interpretation and application of this Agreement, the United Kingdom's judicial
and administrative authorities shall have due regard to relevant case law of the Court of Justice
of the European Union handed down after the end of the transition period.

Article 5

Good faith

The Union and the United Kingdom shall, in full mutual respect and good faith, assist
each other in carrying out tasks which flow from this Agreement.

They shall take all appropriate measures, whether general or particular, to ensure
fulfilment of the obligations arising from this Agreement and shall refrain from any
measures which could jeopardise the attainment of the objectives of this Agreement.

This Article is without prejudice to the application of Union law pursuant to this
Agreement, in particular the principle of sincere cooperation.

Article 6

References to Union law

1 With the exception of Parts Four and Five, unless otherwise provided in this
Agreement all references in this Agreement to Union law shall be understood as references to
Union law, including as amended or replaced, as applicable on the last day of the transition
period.

2 Where in this Agreement reference is made to Union acts or provisions thereof,
such reference shall, where relevant, be understood to include a reference to Union law or
provisions thereof that, although replaced or superseded by the act referred to, continue to apply
in accordance with that act.

3 For the purposes of this Agreement, references to provisions of Union law made
applicable by this Agreement shall be understood to include references to the relevant Union
acts supplementing or implementing those provisions.
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Article 7

References to the Union and to Member States

1 For the purposes of this Agreement, all references to Member States and competent
authorities of Member States in provisions of Union law made applicable by this Agreement
shall be understood as including the United Kingdom and its competent authorities, except as
regards:

a the nomination, appointment or election of members of the institutions, bodies, offices
and agencies of the Union, as well as the participation in the decision-making and the
attendance in the meetings of the institutions;

b the participation in the decision-making and governance of the bodies, offices and
agencies of the Union;

c the attendance in the meetings of the committees referred to in Article 3(2) of Regulation
(EU) No 182/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council(4), of Commission
expert groups or of other similar entities, or in the meetings of expert groups or similar
entities of bodies, offices and agencies of the Union, unless otherwise provided in this
Agreement.

2 Unless otherwise provided in this Agreement, any reference to the Union shall be
understood as including Euratom.

Article 8

Access to networks, information systems and databases

Unless otherwise provided in this Agreement, at the end of the transition period the
United Kingdom shall cease to be entitled to access any network, any information
system and any database established on the basis of Union law. The United Kingdom
shall take appropriate measures to ensure that it does not access a network, information
system or database which it is no longer entitled to access.
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(1) OJ C 23, 28.1.1983, p. 1.
(2) OJ C 306, 17.12.2007, p. 270.
(3) Anguilla, Bermuda, British Antarctic Territory, British Indian Ocean Territory, British Virgin

Islands, Cayman Islands, Falkland Islands, Montserrat, Pitcairn, Saint Helena, Ascension and
Tristan da Cunha, South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands, and Turks and Caicos Islands.

(4) Regulation (EU) No 182/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 February 2011
laying down the rules and general principles concerning mechanisms for control by Member States
of the Commission's exercise of implementing powers (OJ L 55, 28.2.2011, p. 13).

https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.C_.1983.023.01.0001.01.ENG
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.C_.2007.306.01.0270.01.ENG
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2011.055.01.0013.01.ENG

