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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1972 No. 1265

Health and Personal Social Services
(Northern Ireland) Order 1972

PART XII
MISCELLANEOUS AND GENERAL

Miscellaneous

Protection for officer acting in execution of duty

97.—(1)  [F1[F2An officer of a health and social care body] shall not be personally liable in respect
of any act done by him in the execution of any function of any such body] and within the scope of
his employment if he acted reasonably and in the honest belief that his duty required or empowered
him to do it; but nothing in this paragraph shall be construed as relieving such a body of any liability
in respect of acts of its officers.

(2)  Where an action has been brought against an officer of a body such as is mentioned in
paragraph (1) in respect of an act done by him in the execution or purported execution of any
such function and the circumstances are such that he is not legally entitled to require that body to
indemnify him, that body may nevertheless indemnify him against the whole or a part of any damages
or costs which he may have been ordered to pay or may have incurred, if that body is satisfied that
he honestly believed that the act complained of was within the scope of his employment and that
his duty required or empowered him to do it.

F1 1991 NI 1
F2 Words in art. 97(1) substituted (1.4.2009) by Health and Social Care (Reform) Act (Northern Ireland)

2009 (c. 1), s. 34(3), Sch. 6 para. 3(45); S.R. 2009/114, art. 2
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to :
– Instrument amended by 1995 c. 51 s.4Sch. para.30

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Order associated Parts and
Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Order (including any effects on those
provisions):
– art. 56(4C)(4D) substituted by S.I. 2002/3135 Sch. 1 para. 16 (This amendment has

not been applied as it has been superceded by the substitution of art. 56 by 2004/311
NI 2 art. 3)

– art. 61-61E and art. 61F and cross-heading substituted for art. 61 by 2008 c. 2 (N.I.)
s. 2(2) (This amending provision is itself amended (13.6.2016) before it comes into
force by 2016 c. 26 (N.I.), ss. 9, 20(2))

– art. 98(3) added by 2008 c. 2 (N.I.) s. 4(1)
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