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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1986 No. 595

The Mental Health (Northern Ireland) Order 1986

PART III
PATIENTS CONCERNED IN CRIMINAL
PROCEEDINGS OR UNDER SENTENCE

Transfer to hospital of prisoners, etc.

Removal to hospital of other prisoners

54.—(1)  If in the case of a person to whom this Article applies the Secretary of State is [F1satisfied
by the same reports as are required][F1satisfied by the same report as is required] for the purposes
of Article 53—

(a) that the person is suffering from mental illness or severe mental impairment; and
(b) that the mental disorder from which the person is suffering is of a nature or degree which

warrants his detention in hospital for medical treatment; and
(c) that the person is in urgent need of such treatment,

the Secretary of State shall have the same power of giving a transfer direction in respect of him under
that Article as if he were serving a sentence of imprisonment.

(2)  This Article applies to the following persons—
(a) persons detained in a prison or remand centre, not being persons serving a sentence of

imprisonment or persons falling within the following sub-paragraphs of this paragraph;
(b) persons remanded in custody by a magistrates' court;
(c) civil prisoners, that is to say, persons committed by a court to prison for a limited term

who are not persons falling to be dealt with under Article 53;
(d) persons detained under the Immigration Act 1971 [F2 or under section 62 of the Nationality,

Immigration and Asylum Act 2002 (detention by Secretary of State)].
(3)  Paragraphs (2) to (4) of Article 53 shall apply for the purposes of this Article and of any

transfer direction given by virtue of this Article as they apply for the purposes of that Article and
of any transfer direction given thereunder.

F1 Words in art. 54(1) substituted (temp.) (2.4.2020) by virtue of Coronavirus Act 2020 (c. 7), s. 87(2),
Sch. 10 para. 12(2) (with ss. 88-90, Sch. 10 para. 2); S.R. 2020/58, art. 2(c)

F2 2002 c. 41

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Art. 54(1) expiry of earlier affecting provision 2020 c. 7, Sch. 10 paras. 3-13 (25.3.2022) by

Coronavirus Act 2020 (c. 7), s. 89 (with s. 90)
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provisions):
– Sch. 5 Pt. 2 repealed in part by S.I. 2003/435 (N.I.) Sch. 5 (text not available on

Legislation.gov.uk)
– Sch.05 Pt. 1 rev. in pt. by 1995 c. 35 s. 29(2)Sch. 3
– Sch. 5 Pt. 2 rev. in pt. by 1998 c. 47 s. 100(2)Sch. 15
– art. 14A inserted by 2016 c. 18 (N.I.) Sch. 8 para. 10
– art. 36(2)(za) inserted by 2016 c. 18 (N.I.) Sch. 8 para. 22(3)
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