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Draft Regulations laid before Parliament under section 201(2) of the Representation of the People
Act 1983 for approval by resolution of each House of Parliament.

DRAFT STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2008 No. (S. )
REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE

The Representation of the People
(Scotland) (Amendment) Regulations 2008

Made - - - - 2008

Coming into force in accordance with regulation 1

These Regulations are made in exercise of the powers conferred by—

(a) section 53 of, and paragraphs 5A and 12 of Schedule 2 to, the Representation of the People
Act 1983(1);

(b) having regard to the definition of “prescribed” in section 202(1) of the Representation of
the People Act 1983, section 89(1) of, and rules 24, 28(3), 28(3A), 31A and 45(1B) in
Schedule 1 to, that Act(2); and

(c) having regard to the definition of “prescribed” in section 202(1) of the Representation of
the People Act 1983 and paragraph 1(2) of Schedule 4 to the Representation of the People
Act 2000(3), paragraphs 3(1)(b) and (2)(c), 4(1)(b), (2)(c) and (4)(a), 6(7) and (8) and 7(5)
(c) of that Schedule.

The Secretary of State has consulted the Electoral Commission about these Regulations in
accordance with section 7(1) and (2)(e) of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act
2000(4).
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1983 c. 2. Section 53 was amended by paragraph 13 of Schedule 1 to the Representation of the People Act 2000 (c. 2) (“the
2000 Act”) and subsection (4) inserted by paragraph 109 of Schedule 1 to the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c. 22) (“the
2006 Act”), paragraph SA of Schedule 2 was inserted by section 11 of the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50)
(“the 1985 Act”) and amended by paragraph 11 of Schedule 6 to the 2000 Act, and sub-paragraph (aa) of paragraph 12 of
Schedule 2 was inserted by paragraph 94 of Schedule 1 to the 2006 Act.

Section 89 was amended by paragraph 33 of Schedule 4 to the 1985 Act, paragraph 10 of Schedule 18 to the Political Parties,
Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c. 41), paragraph 115 of Schedule 1 to the 2006 Act and paragraph 7(a) of Schedule 2
to the Local Electoral Administration and Registration Services (Scotland) Act 2006 (asp 14), rule 24 was substituted by
section 37 of the 2006 Act, rule 28(3) was amended by section 4 of, and paragraph 6 of Schedule 2 to, the 1985 Act and by
paragraph 70 of Schedule 1 to the 2006 Act, rule 28(3A) was added by paragraph 14 of Schedule 1 to the 2006 Act, rule 31A
was inserted by section 45 of the 2006 Act, and rule 45(1B) was inserted by paragraph 10 of Schedule 6 to the 2000 Act and
amended by paragraphs 69 and 73 of Schedule 1 to the 2006 Act.

2000 c. 2; paragraphs 3, 4 and 7 of Schedule 4 were amended by section 14(1) to (3) of the 2006 Act; that Act also makes
other amendments to these paragraphs which are not relevant to these Regulations.

2000 c. 41.
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In accordance with section 201(2) of the Representation of the People Act 1983(5), a draft of this
instrument has been laid before and approved by resolution of each House of Parliament.

Accordingly, the Secretary of State makes the following Regulations:

PART 1

General

Citation, commencement, interpretation and extent

1.—(1) These Regulations may be cited as the Representation of the People (Scotland)
(Amendment) Regulations 2008 and subject to paragraphs (2) and (3) shall come into force on 8th
February 2008.

(2) The regulations specified in paragraph (3) shall not have effect in relation to any election for
which the date of the poll specified in the notice of election issued in relation to that election is on
or before 7th August 2008.

(3) The regulations referred to in paragraph (2) are—
(a) regulation 2(2);
(b) regulations 7, 8, 10 and 11; and
(c) regulation 12(2).

(4) In these Regulations, unless otherwise stated, any reference to a numbered article, rule,
paragraph, Schedule or Appendix is a reference to the article, rule, paragraph, Schedule or Appendix
bearing that number in the Representation of the People (Scotland) Regulations 2001(6).

(5) These Regulations shall extend to Scotland only.

PART 2

Absent voting: personal identifiers

Absent voting: interpretation

2.—(1) Inregulation 50 (interpretation of Part IV) after the definition of “Schedule 4” insert—

13133

absent voter” means an elector who is entitled to vote by proxy or an elector or proxy who
is entitled to vote by post;”.

(2) In regulation 64(7) (interpretation of Part V) for the definition of “valid postal voting
statement” substitute—

13733

valid postal voting statement” means a postal voting statement which, in accordance with
regulation 85 or 85A(8), the returning officer is satisfied has been duly completed.”.

(5) Section 201(2) was substituted by paragraph 69 of Schedule 4 to the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50) and
amended by paragraph 6 of Schedule 21 to the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 and article 5(b) of S.1.
1991/1728.

(6) S.1.2001/497, which was amended by S.1.2001/1749, 2002/1872,2003/3075,2004/1771,2004/1960,2006/834 and 2007/925.

(7) Regulation 64 was amended by S.I. 2007/925.

(8) Regulation 85A is inserted by regulation 10 of these Regulations.
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Amendment of regulation 51

3.—(1) Regulation 51(9) (general requirements for applications for an absent vote) is amended
as follows.

(2) In paragraph (2), omit the “and” preceding sub-paragraph (e) and after sub-paragraph (e)
insert—

“(f) in the case of a person who is unable to provide a signature, the reasons for his
request for waiver of any requirement under paragraph 3, 4 or 7 of Schedule 4 to provide
a signature and the name and address of any person who has assisted him to complete
his application, and

(g) where the applicant has, or has applied for, an anonymous entry, that fact.”.
(3) For paragraph (3) substitute—
“(3) The application shall be made in writing and shall be dated.

(3A) Where an application is required to contain a signature and date of birth, the
information must be set out in a manner that is sufficiently clear and unambiguous as to be
capable of electronic scanning by configuring the information as follows—

(a) the signature shall appear against a background of white unlined paper at least
five centimetres long and two centimetres high; and

(b) the applicant’s date of birth shall be set out numerically configured in the sequence
of date, month and year, namely [d][d][m][m][y][y][y]ly]-

(3B) Where the application contains a request that the registration officer waive the
requirement for a signature, sub-paragraph (a) of paragraph (3A) shall not apply.”.

Signatures

4. For regulation 51A(10) (additional provision concerning the requirement that an application
for an absent vote must be signed by the applicant) substitute—

“51A. The registration officer may satisfy himself—

(a) that an application under Schedule 4 meets any requirements that it has been
signed by the applicant and states his date of birth by referring to any signature
and date of birth—

(i) previously provided by the applicant to the registration officer or the
returning officer; or

(i1) previously provided by the applicant to the authority referred to in
regulation 35(2)(a), if held by that authority in records which the registration
officer is authorised to inspect for the purposes of his registration duties; and

(b) as to whether the applicant is unable to provide a signature or a consistent
signature due to any disability or inability to read or write.”.

Requirement to provide fresh signatures at five yearly intervals

5. After regulation 60 (inquiries by registration officer) insert—

(9) Regulation 51(2) was amended by S.I. 2006/834.
(10) Regulation 51A was inserted by S.1. 2006/834.
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“Requirement to provide fresh signatures at five yearly intervals

60A.—(1) The registration officer shall every year by 31st January send every person
who remains an absent voter and whose signature held on the personal identifiers record is
more than five years old a notice in writing—

(a) requiring him to provide a fresh signature, and

(b) informing him of the date (six weeks from the date of sending the notice) on which
he would cease to be entitled to vote by post or by proxy in the event of a failure
or refusal to provide a fresh signature.

(2) The notice must be sent by the registration officer to the current or last known address
of the absent voter.

(3) The registration officer must, if the absent voter has not responded to the notice
within three weeks from the date on which the notice was sent, as soon as practicable send
a copy of the notice to him.

(4) Where a notice or copy of a notice is sent by post, the registration officer may use—
(a) auniversal postal service provider; or
(b) a commercial delivery firm,
and postage shall be prepaid.

(5) A notice or copy of a notice sent to an absent voter in accordance with paragraph (1)
or (3) must be accompanied by a pre-addressed reply envelope and, in the case of any notice
or copy of a notice sent to an address in the United Kingdom, return postage must be prepaid.

(6) The registration officer must, no later than the date specified in the notice sent to
the absent voter in accordance with paragraph (1), determine whether the absent voter has
failed or refused to provide a fresh signature.

(7) Where the registration officer determines that the absent voter has failed or refused
to provide a fresh signature within the specified period, he must remove that person’s entry
from the records kept pursuant to paragraph 3(4) or 7(6) of Schedule 4 and from the postal
voters list, list of proxies or proxy postal voters list (as the case may be) kept under paragraph
5(2), 5(3) or 7(8) of that Schedule.

(8) Where a registration officer removes an absent voter’s entry in the circumstances to
which paragraph (7) refers—

(a) the registration officer shall inform the absent voter of the location of the polling
station to which he has been allotted or is likely to be allotted under the appropriate
rules (as defined in paragraph 1 of Schedule 4) unless that voter is not likely to
be allotted to a polling station;

(b) regulation 57(4) and regulation 58 shall apply as if the registration officer were
refusing an application under Schedule 4; and

(c) in the case of an entry removed from the proxy postal voters list, the registration
officer must also notify the elector who appointed the proxy whose entry has been
removed.

(9) The registration officer shall include in the notice to be sent to an absent voter
regarding his removal from the records kept pursuant to paragraph 3(4) or 7(6) of Schedule 4
and from the postal voters list, list of proxies or proxy postal voters list (as the case may be)
kept under paragraph 5(2), 5(3) or 7(8) of that Schedule, information—

(a) explaining the effect of such removal; and

(b) reminding the absent voter that he may make a fresh application under Schedule 4
to vote by post or by proxy (as the case may be).”.
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The personal identifiers record

6. After regulation 61A(11) (conditions on the use, supply and inspection of absent voter records
or lists) insert—

“The personal identifiers record

61B.—(1) The registration officer shall maintain a record (“the personal identifiers
record”), apart from the other records and lists which he is required to keep under
Schedule 4, of the signatures and dates of birth provided by persons whose applications
under paragraph 3(1) or (2), paragraph 4(1) or (2) or paragraph 7(4)(a) or (b) of Schedule 4
were granted, until the expiry of twelve months from—

(a) the date on which a person is removed from the record kept pursuant to paragraph
3(4) or 7(6) of Schedule 4; or

(b) the date of the poll for the purposes of which the person’s application for an absent
vote was granted under paragraph 4(1) or (2) or 7(4)(b) of Schedule 4.

(2) The personal identifiers record shall contain the following information in respect of
each absent voter on the postal voters list, list of proxies or proxy postal voters list—

(a) his name;
(b) his date of birth; and

(c) his signature, or a record of a waiver by the registration officer of the requirement
for a signature.

(3) A returning officer may disclose information held in the personal identifiers record
to—

(a) any candidate or agent attending proceedings on receipt of postal ballot papers,
in accordance with and for the purposes referred to in regulation 85(12);

(b) any person attending proceedings on receipt of postal ballot papers, who is entitled
to do so by virtue of any of sections 6A to 6D of the Political Parties, Elections
and Referendums Act 2000(13), but only to the extent required to permit them to
observe the proceedings.”.

Postal ballot boxes and receptacles

7. Inregulation 81(5)(14) omit the “and” preceding sub-paragraph (d) and after sub paragraph (d)
insert—

“(e) the receptacle for rejected votes (verification procedure); and

(f) the receptacle for postal voting statements (verification procedure).”.

Amendment of regulation 84

8.—(1) Regulation 84(15) (opening of covering envelopes) is amended as follows.

(2) For paragraph (1) substitute—

(11) Regulation 61A was inserted by S.I. 2007/925.

(12) Regulation 85 was amended by S.I. 2002/1872 and 2007/925 and is further amended by regulation 9 of these Regulations.
(13) 2000 c. 41; sections 6A to 6D were inserted by section 29 of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c. 22).

(14) Regulation 81 was amended by S.I. 2007/925.

(15) Regulation 84 was amended by S.I. 2007/925.
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“(1) When a postal voters' ballot box is opened, the returning officer shall count and
record the number of covering envelopes (including any envelope which is stated to include
a postal vote and any envelope described in regulation 82(2)(16)).

(1A) He shall set aside for personal identifier verification not less than 20 per cent of
the envelopes recorded on that occasion.

(1B) He shall open separately each covering envelope (including an envelope described
in regulation 82(2)).”.

(3) Inparagraph (2) for “The procedure in regulation 85 below applies” substitute “The procedure
in regulation 85 or, as the case may be, regulation 85A(17) applies”.

(4) After paragraph (4) insert—
“(4A) Where—

(a) anenvelope contains the postal voting statement of an elector with an anonymous
entry, and

(b) paragraph (4) does not apply,

the returning officer shall set aside that envelope and its contents for personal identifier
verification in accordance with regulation 85A.”.

(5) In paragraph (6) after “envelope” insert “opened in accordance with paragraph (1B)”.

Amendment of regulation 85

9. In Regulation 85(18) (procedure in relation to postal voting statements), for paragraph (1)
substitute—

“(1) This regulation applies to any postal voting statement contained in an envelope
that has not been set aside for personal identifier verification in accordance with
regulation 84(1A) or (4A)(19).

(1A) The returning officer must satisfy himself that the postal voting statement is duly
completed.”.

Procedure in relation to postal voting statements: personal identifier verification

10. After regulation 85 insert—

“Procedure in relation to postal voting statements: personal identifier verification

85A.—(1) This regulation applies to any postal voting statement contained in
an envelope that is set aside for personal identifier verification in accordance with
regulation 84(1A) or (4A)(20).

(2) The returning officer must satisfy himself that the postal voting statement is duly
completed and as part of that process must compare the date of birth and the signature on the
postal voting statement against the date of birth and the signature contained in the personal
identifier record relating to the person to whom the postal ballot paper was addressed.

(3) Where the returning officer is not so satisfied, he shall mark the statement “rejected”,
attach it to the ballot paper envelope, or if there is no such envelope, the ballot paper, and,
subject to paragraph (4), place it in the receptacle for rejected votes (verification procedure).

(16) Regulation 82(2) was amended by S.I. 2007/925.

(17) Regulation 85A is inserted by regulation 10 of these Regulations.

(18) Regulation 85 was amended by S.I. 2002/1872 and 2007/925.

(19) Regulation 84(1A) and (4A) are inserted by regulation 8 of these Regulations.

(20) Regulation 84(1A) and (4A) are inserted by regulation 8 of these Regulations.
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(4) Before placing a postal voting statement in the receptacle for rejected votes
(verification procedure), the returning officer must show it to the agents and must permit
them to view the entries in the personal identifiers record which relate to the person to whom
the postal ballot paper was addressed, and if any of them object to his decision, he must add
the words “rejection objected to”.

(5) The returning officer shall then examine the number on the postal voting statement
against the number on the ballot paper envelope and, where they are the same, he shall place
the statement and the ballot paper envelope respectively in the receptacle for postal voting
statements (verification procedure) and the receptacle for ballot paper envelopes.

(6) Where—

(a) the number on a valid postal voting statement is not the same as the number on
the ballot paper envelope, or

(b) that envelope has no number on it (or only one number when the postal voting
statement has more than one),

the returning officer shall open the envelope.
(7) Paragraph (8) applies where—
(a) there is a valid postal voting statement but no ballot paper envelope; or

(b) the ballot paper envelope has been opened under regulation 84(3) or
paragraph (6).

(8) In the circumstances described in paragraph (7), the returning officer shall place—

(a) in the postal ballot box, any ballot paper the number on which is the same as the
number on the valid postal voting statement;

(b) in the receptacle for rejected votes (verification procedure), any other ballot
paper, with the valid postal voting statement attached and marked “provisionally
rejected”;

(c) in the receptacle for rejected votes (verification procedure), any valid postal
voting statement marked “provisionally rejected” where—

(1) there is no ballot paper, or

(i1) in the case of a statement on which the number of more than one ballot paper
appears, there is not a sufficient number of ballot papers and, in such a case,
shall mark the statement to indicate which ballot paper is missing;

(d) in the receptacle for postal voting statements (verification procedure), any valid
statement not disposed of under sub-paragraph (b) or (c).

Postal voting statements: additional personal identifier verification

85B.—(1) A returning officer may on any occasion at which a postal voters' ballot box
is opened in accordance with regulation 83 undertake additional verification of the personal
identifiers on any postal voting statement that has on a prior occasion been placed in the
receptacle for postal voting statements.

(2) Where a returning officer undertakes additional verification of personal identifiers,
he must—

(a) remove as many postal voting statements from the receptacle for postal voting
statements as he wishes to subject to additional verification; and

(b) compare the date of birth and the signature on each such postal voting statement
against the date of birth and the signature contained in the personal identifiers
record relating to the person to whom the postal ballot paper was addressed.
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(3) Where the returning officer is no longer satisfied that the postal voting statement has
been duly completed he must mark the statement “rejected” and before placing the postal
voting statement in the receptacle for rejected votes (verification procedure), he must—

(a) show it to the agents and must permit them to view the entries in the personal
identifiers record which relate to the person to whom the postal ballot paper
was addressed, and if any of them object to his decision, he must add the words
“rejection objected to”;

(b) open any postal ballot box and retrieve the ballot paper corresponding to the ballot
paper number on the postal voting statement;

(c) show the ballot paper number on the retrieved ballot paper to the agents; and
(d) attach the ballot paper to the postal voting statement.

(4) Following the removal of a postal ballot paper from a postal ballot box the returning
officer must lock and reseal the postal ballot box in the presence of the agents.

(5) Whilst retrieving a ballot paper in accordance with paragraph (3), the returning officer
and his staff—

(a) shall keep the ballot papers face downwards and shall take proper precautions for
preventing any person seeing the votes made on the ballot papers; and

(b) shall not be permitted to view the corresponding number list used at the issue of
postal ballot papers.”.

Sealing of receptacles

11. In Regulation 89(1)(21) omit the “and” preceding sub-paragraph (d) and after sub
paragraph (d) insert—

“(e) the receptacle for rejected votes (verification procedure), and

(f) the receptacle for postal voting statements (verification procedure),”.

Amendment of forms

12.—(1) In Schedule 3 for Form A1, Form B1, Form G, Form H and Form J substitute the Form
Al, Form B1, Form G, Form H and Form J as set out in the Schedule to these Regulations.

(2) In Schedule 3 for Form K substitute the Form K as set out in the Schedule to these Regulations.

PART 3

Miscellaneous amendments

Removal of fee for inspection of election returns

13. In regulation 10 (return and declaration of election expenses)—
(a) omit paragraph (2); and

(b) in paragraph (3) for “The price of a copy of any such return, declaration or document”
substitute “The fee for a copy of any such return or declaration or any accompanying
document”.

(21) Regulation 89(1) was amended by S.I. 2007/925.
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Amendment of regulations 63A, 116 and 117

14.—(1) Inregulation 63A(2)(22) (corresponding number lists) for “rules 29(3)(e), 37(1)(b) and
37(1)(d)” substitute “rules 29(3)(e) and 37(1)(b)”.

(2) In regulation 63A(4) (corresponding number lists: combined polls) for “rules 29(3)(e), 37(1)
(b), and 37(1)(d)” substitute “rules 29(3)(e) and 37(1)(b)”.

(3) In regulation 116(1)(23) (interpretation of Part VII) for “rule 55(1)(b) and (c)” substitute
“rule 55(1)(e)”.

(4) Inregulation 117(24) (supply of marked registers and lists after an election), for paragraph (7)
substitute—

“(7) Where a person has been supplied with a marked register or list, or any information
contained in it (that is not contained in the edited register), by a person to whom
regulation 99(3), 102(3), 104(4), 105(3), 107(5) or 108(3) applies, the restrictions in that
paragraph of that regulation also apply to the person to whom the register, list or information
was supplied, as they apply to that other person.”.

Scotland Office
Minister of State

(22) Regulation 63A was inserted by S.I. 2007/925. Rule 29(3)(e) was added by section 31 of the Electoral Administration Act
2006 (c. 22) and rule 37 substituted by paragraph 75 of Schedule 1 to that Act.

(23) Regulation 116 was inserted by S.I. 2007/925.

(24) Regulation 117 was inserted by S.I. 2007/925.
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SCHEDULE Regulation 12

Form Al: QOFFICTAL POSTAL POLIL CARD
(to be sent to an clector voting by post)
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OITICTAL POSTAL POLL CARD
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nat arrived by |daydae] call:
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as possible. Replacement ballo papers san anly be gsusd beloe 5w on | deeofale gf oedf|.

This card is Lo provide vou with information aboul yoling by posi.

SEE INFORMATION ON THE BACK OF THIN CARD
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PARLIAVENTARY LLECTION
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a5 possible  We can only issne replacemeant postal ballot papeis before 3 pam, on [Fadare of
podt].

Conplere and retrn your posta vote a5 sooll a5 possible. 'Uhe Betorninge: Cificer nwst ieceive
woer postial vole by 10 pow o | dfeedfeate af pedf |0 on canndeliver your connpliswed voling pagkers
L imy pollimg slaliom in vout consiileny

Wvemt waml Lo ol i persom al ihese clections, von il camee] vonr posial vole belore 5 pan
on = H danedafe deadline],

I von peed oy assastznge, please call onr helpding o |fefedioe memener.

ILis an affenee Lo vole using & hallol paper Lhal was wol addressed Lo vou.

Tumued by the Relwminge, CiTicer

11
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Form Bl OFTTICIAL PROXY POSTAL POLL CARD
(to be sent to an appointed proxy voting by past)

Fremt of card

OFFICIAL PROXY POSTAL POLL CARD

Conglivieney; Thag poll el ds Jo el vou [hal T (hiy
clection, the cleewr named on The hack of 1his
card has appomicd vou as Their proxy and you
have decided o vode by past. You will net be
able to vote an behall of the electar inoa
pollingr station, I von want to cancel thig
postal vole and vole o person on polling day.
Please call. |Aefpiine misber| belore 3 pm on
F-10 dlaneddonte deaaifne .

For the clochion on. (o it |

Mame and Address (Provyr

We will send the proxy postal
voting papers around |day/date|,

If the postal voting papers have not
arvived by [duyifaic] please eall:
[feelpiine number] and ask for help.

Il vou lose or accidanlally spodl the cleclor™s postal ballol paper, please call: [Refpiine
senmbor] as soom as possible. Replacement ballol papers can omly be tsued before 5 pm oo
[t aod prall].

This card is to provide you with information about voting by post.

S INTORMATNON ON TH BACK €PN CARDY
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Beok oof cerred

PARLFANENTARY LELECTION

*This poll card is to tell you that Tor this election you are appeointed as proxy for che
clector named helow and you bave decided to vote by post.

#llgeror's address)

When vou reccive Lhe postal volme pack , please read the mstrucliions with w carclully
belore compleuny the postal ballal papor.

Do not et anyvene see vour vole, TEvow need help voting. e porson Telping sou noust et
tell anyone liow vou have voled.

You inust sien (he poglal voling stalement (unless vou have beon aranled a watver by prior
areangenient with the Relutgg OMesr) and provide your date of birth, Tlas s 2
sosutily measure. 1 will not allesl your vole ar mcan il can bs idenlilied. Willwoul s vur
sipnaturs (unloss waved) and date ol irh the slaement wall nol b vahd and vour vole
will vot counl. The Relwrmmy OMcer can cross chock vour signalure and dale of bivth
gl othoer rectrds thoey Tuald,

I vou lose or accidenlally spoil the pestal ballod papor. please call the helplioe nunbar
bolow as soon as pessible. We can onls 1vsus roplacainenl postal balled papors belors
5 pon om [elay s of poll].

Caomplete and retum the postal vote a5 soon as possible. The Retorning Ottlcer must
recaive the pastal vols e L0 pr on [dasidate of poll]. Youw cau deliver sour cmnplated
valing paperd o aoy polline stalion moyour conslluensy,

I vou want to vote in person as a prosgs ot these elections, you must cancel vour postal
vale belore 5 pooy on [-11 davidale deadline|.

It is illezal to do any of the following:

*  Vole more thom once [unless vou are appombed as o proxy Tor anolher clector) al the
sumg cloclion,

« %ol as a proxy al the saune cleslon for Lwo or more parsong undess vou are their
spowse. eivil parlner, parenl. grandparent, brother, sisler. child or grandelald.

= Wote as g proxy for g person it ven lonows that the person is subject o g legal
lncapazily o vole
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Issued by the Rewnung Oflicer

[Fhere poll cord sest to the proxy af gu arorymons elector sabsrinte jor the tev? marked
it P e —

Thiy poll card is 0 well vou that ter this election you are qppointed as procy tor the
elector whise electorsl nomber iy shown below and won hagve decided o vote by post,

o are enlitlzd v vode ms prosy Tor the electon whose electoral number s shovn belowe

{Elector's numbear on regigter)|
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Furmm G: ['orm ot postal voting statcment

(lor use at parhlamentary eleclions)

Postal Vouung Statement

Fater s name: L e e Ballot paper N L ... oL

#Relrning Ciicer i fneeri nome Sut omris vwheve badlod popers Send o an aaospons efecion)

[oilier idemilving niark]

Y ou must provide your [#isnature and | dute of birch. It sou do not, the poscal yvoting
statement will be invadicd and sour vote will not connt.

I ARUTHL PERSON THE BALLOT BAPLE NUMBERETY ADBOYLE WaAS SENT O

| ivolar's date of bictl)

Datcof buirth | £ | £

(¥orer's sighature)

#5angnne iy P PAPRPORTANT — Keep

simadore wilthin border

'I.'. LS " i ; L i H- L5 v b (4 La AN
Relwrwming (Hiieer o enmii wihere o person few boen gramied o nemver,

Eleetaral Teaud is & crime. Yon mnsl nnl vole osing a ballol paper that is anl arldreessed Lo
you or imterfere with another voter™ ballot paper.

FLEASE READ INSTRUCTIONS 1O THE YO TER
lisued by the Returming Officer
INSTELCTIONS TO THE YOTER

Complete the ballot paper vonrself and in private. It you need belp contact the Retorniog
Otticer™s statt as shown below

|[zontact details for assistance

inchide address as appropriatc |

1. You wwsl provide sowr [Hsigholore aond| dale ol birth. 10 vou do nol, the postad voling,
siglenienl will be ivolid and vour vode will nol couul.

Yote for ONE coandidate onls. Do not mark the ballot papsr in any other way or vour vote
my ngk oot

I

3, Marl a erazs (X7 in the box on the righe hand side of the ballet paper opposite the name of the

candidatc you ae voung for,
15
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4,  Wyou need help vating, the persen helpmg vou must nat tell anvone how vou voved

3. Fut the ballet paper iy the small covclope marksd M and scal il

4. Complete the postal voting statement Do [#signing it. and | providing vour date of birth.

7. Then pul ths envelope marked & tosether with the postal voling stalement in the larper
envelope marked B, Retum 1t straightaway,

4. After receiviny this postal vote, you canoot ¥ote in person at 4 poelling station at this
election.

9. I von secidentalls spoil sour ballol paper. vou cun spphy Lo the Relunmag OMeer Tor a
replacement before * pm on |dowvdaic of podl|, ¥ou must retutn the spoilt ballat paper, the
postal voung statemanl @and e envelopes macked & and B Maobe sure oo conlact e
Kolurmmg O1Teer as sioim as possibloe

Your ballot paper and the postal voting statement must be received by the Hetuming (Hficer

by 10 pm an Jefeneefite ef pedf]. You con deliver wonr cempleted postal vote to ans polling
stalinn 10 woor consiilucney on pallig day.

Eleccoral frand is a crime. Yon must ot vote using a ballot paper that is not addressed to
ol o interfere with another vorer™s ballot paper.

I s illepal W yole mare than onee (unless yon arce appoinied a8 a proxy lor another cleclar)
at the same election.

# Rewrmnmg CHTicer w omit where a person has been vsranted a wmver)
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Form H: Form of postal voting statement

([or use where there 15 a yoint 1ssue and receipl ol postal ballot papers)

Postal Voung Stalement

YOI SHAIE ... Ballot paper Mos. ...
#Returring CfFeer oy inceri nemme bud oogtl where hodlod papers vent o an comyaioes elecior)

[ wdentifvaug mark]

¥ ou must provide your [#signature aod | date of bicvch. It you do not, the postal voting
stalernent will be invalid and your voie will nnl couni.

[ AhI THC PERS50HN THE GALLOT PAPERS NUMEBERED ARBCYLE WLERLE SCNT Tod

¥ s E ivoler s date of birth)

e

Dace of birth

(VOTEr's Slphdture)

#%nane IMPORTANT  Keep

sumahne wilhin horder

Eifetrrning Cfficer o adt where & persanr has beer gramted o wadver)

Flectoral feand is g crime. Yon must not vote nsing a hallot paper that is not addressed to
you ar interfere with another voter™s ballot paper,

FLEASE READ INSTRUCIIONS 1O THE VOTER
lssued by the Returning Oficer
INSTELCCTIONS TO THE VOTER

Complece the hallot paper yourself and in private. If vou need help contact the Retarning
HTieer®s sialT as shovwn helow

[cantazt details for assistance

inghadle address as appropnate]

L. Youmust previde soor |[Fsigoature and| dale of birth. You must do tiis even 1L »ou have
already siened o postal voling stalsmsnl n respecl ol anclher electico 10 be held on the some
day. TMwodo nol, this postal volng stemonl will be invalid aod voor vole will ol couod

2, When vou are woting in a Parliamentary election (ffnsesi colowr o haliof pamer ! ballot papsr),
mark a ceoss (X in he box ou the rigli haond side ol 1ha balll paper opposits the name of the
candidals you ate valing Lor. Yotz Lor OMNE candidate only.
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3. Whon wou are volue wa local govermnonl cleclion (ffssert colore of belior paperf ballol
papory, numbor the candidates 1 the order of vour choee tnsiead of usmpe a sross. Pa the
number | m the box next o the nume of the condidats who s vour st ehedee, then put 2 m
the box next Lo the name ol e candidate who 1 vour seecond ehotee, 3 10 e box next o vour
third chonee, 1 10 the box next w vour Tourth cholee and so one Yoo can muk a5 many
chaices as vou wish

4. When vou are voung iv a Euwcopoan Parliancoiary clecuon (finsert oolour of dallor poaper!
ballol papery, mark a eross (X0 m the box on the vighl himd swle ol the name of the parly o
mehvidual candidale ol your chinge Yol Tor QNI party or comdidade only,

5. [*When von gre vounge moa ["spomly] clochon (msert cofinee of badlon peger] hallol paper).
mark a cross (511 the box on he neghl hand s1de of e nane of the candidale of vour choee.
Vale for OMNL candidat: emly Vole OMNCE Tor vour TTRST CHOICLE emd ONCT (or souwr
SECOMD CHIONCH *]

6. [*Whew vouw are voling in a reforendwn, mark a cross $30in the box an the right haod side of
the: amgvvor of vour choes Vol ONCE only, |

7. Dol mark your ballol papars 10 any other way or vour voas may aol cound.

4. Ivouneed halp v oling, the persen helping oo mosl 0ol el anvene how vou voled.
9. Putall the ballw papers in the sinall envelope machad A and seal i,

. Connplole the posial votiog stalement by [Wsigring ik, and] providiog vour dawe of birth.

11. Then pu the envelope maked & logether wath the postad volmg stutement i the laneer

awvelope macked B, Rolurn il sieaight sway.
Atter receiving this postal yote, vou cannot vote i person at a polling station at this election.

It vam accidentally speil any of vour ballat papers, you can apply to the Refurning Officer for a
replacement betare 5 pm, an |elnedade af pedf]. Y ou must retmm the sponlt ballot paper, the postal
voling statemaent. qnd the envelopes marked A and B Make sure vou conlacl the Relunmog
Officer as soom as possible,

! Your ballot paper and the postal voting statement must be received by the Bemming Ofticer

by 10 poy ony Jefmeiedote of pofi]. You can dolivar vour eopleted postal vole (o any pelling
slaliom mn vour consilucnes on pollme day.

Electoral fraod is a erime. ¥You most not voie uging a ballot paper chat is not addressed o
you or interfere with another vocer’s ballot paper.

It is illegal oo ¥ote more tham onee (unless yon are appoinced a3 a proxy for another elector)
at the same election.

#H Retuming (fficer to ot where a porson has boon aranted a waiver)
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Feem T: Form of postal voung siatement

{[or use when a parliameniary poll 18 combined with another poll but the
postal ballot papers are not combined)

Postal Yoting Statcmcnt

RGOS TAIE L Ballol paper Mo, . L L, (S looT)
Fietrning Officer to jneert naste bt omsft wliere bollof Dapers SERE 0 aR aied i ous efectan)

[aother identilyimg mark]

Yon must provide your [#Eienatore and| date of birth, 1 yon do not, the postal veting
statement will be invidid and your vore ssill not count.

L AWLILE PERSON T1E BALLC PAPER NUMBERELD ABCWE WAS SENT 10

Dagolhinh | i | i v (voler s dale ol birth )

{voler™s siemalumsh

#humalure Srpmndng . vha TAMPORT ANT — Keep

signalure within border

Cffeturniar Cfcer Ly omil wihere o peracs bas beess grosled o woner)

Elcctoral Ivaud is a cvime. You muosi nol vole using a halloi paper that is nol addeessed o
you ur inberfere with anuther yder®s balle paper,

PLEASE READ TNGTRUCTTONS TO THE YOTER
Issucd by the Retarning Officer
INSTRUCTIONS TO THE VOLER
Complete the ballot paper vourself and in private, 1 vou negd help contact the Heturninge
Officer’s staff us shown beliwy
[coniac] dowils Tor ussstance

include address ag approprials)

I, Yoo must provide your |#znalure and | daowe of bwlth - You must do this even 15 oo have
alrepds siened a postal voting statement 11 respect of another election to ke held an tha zame
dav. W vou do naot, this postal voting statement wall be mvabd and soor vote wall not be
coulod,

2, Vol Tor ONE comhelai: omby, 130 nol mark the ballol paper moany ouhor v or yonr vole
may not court.
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3, Mark a cross (%Y m the box an the npght hand side of the ballot paper apposite the name of the
candilates vou arc woring tor,

4o yon nezd help voting, the porsen helpmg yon muse nal wll anvome how von veded.

5. Dillsronl colours are wused Lor the hallal papers lor sacle sleelion |and rolsrondum® ] Each
ballal paper has 1z oven ballol papor envelope (marked &Y, postal voung slademen] angd relum
envelope (murked B The relum envelope and postal vobmpe swtement for cach ballol puper
refer to the calonr of that ballat paper, 1t 15 important that vou use the comect envelapes and
poslal voling sialenienl of your vole may hol coml. You may Bind it helplul o sorl e
decuments inle separale sels.

0.  Fulthe ballod papor o the small covclope marked & and scal il
T, Complete the postal voring statemert by [#signing it. and | providing vouy dare of birth.

8. Then put the envelope murked & logether walh the postal voung slalement m the larger

chivelope marked B Relurn il straohian, oy
Afrer receiving this postal vore. you cannot vote in person ac a polling station ac chis elecdon,

It von accidsutally spail vour hallot paper, you can apply to the Retmming CHficer for o
replacemeant befare 3 pm. on |dscdale af pafl]. You must et the spoilt ballot paper, the postal
valmg staloment. and the onvelopes murked & snd B, Make sure you conlact the Relumnge
Otficor as soon as possible,

! our ballt paper and the postal voling stalement mosl be received by the Reluming Olicer
b 10 pun on |davdate of podi]. You can deliver your completed poszial vouz (0 oy polling
slabion in vour sonsiilueney on polling day

Elcctoral feaud is a coime. You musl nol vole using a hallol paper thal is not addressed 1o

you ar inlerfeve with anather vower™s hallow paper.

It is illegal to vote more than once (unless you are appointed ax a proxy for anether eleceor)
at the same electim,.

# Retuming Officer to omit wheo aperson has boen granted a warver)
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LForm K:
Begulation 21(1){b)

STATEMENT AS TO POSTAL BALLOT PAPERS
REPRESTENTATION OF THE PEOFLE ACTS
PARLIAVIENTARY ELECTION

COmstimicey . o o v e e e e

Date ol Poll: .

A fsswe of pactal hadiot popers Muniber

I. Tolal nuriber of pagtal ballol papers issued under ropuation 7

2. Twal number ol pastal balloy papers ssued inder regulation 77 {spoilt
anel retmmed lfor cancellanon) and resulubion 78 {lost or nol recetvad

3. Tita] numiher ol pastal ballol papers caneclled uoder regulation 864
{vrhere the first ballot paper was cancelled and retricved?

4. Total number of postal ballot papers issued (1 to 3)

B Q). Recoipe of and replivcentent posiad dallol papers MNumaer

i Mumber of covering envelopes received by the retirming officer or ot a
polling station belfore the elose of poll ioxcluding any undelivered or
retwrned woder eegulation 7701 ) (spoill], regulation 78013 (losl) and
regulation 864 {caneclled ballol papors))

G, Muwmber of eoverme envelopes recctved s the reunming ofTicer aller the
cluse of poll, excludmy any retnmed as undelivered

7 mumber of postal ballot papers returmed spoilt for cancellatian in time far
anather ballod paper to be issued

) Mumber of postal ballow papers replaced as lost or nol regeived bul no
returned for concellation

Q humber of postal ballot papers cancelled and retnieved m fime for

another ballod paper Lo be iesussd

1o, NNumber of postal ballo papers relwmsd as spoill 1o Lale Lor anather
Brallo papur Lo b issued

1. Tunber of covering cnvalopas relurned @z undelivered Cup w the [0
el aller the dats ol palh

12, T™umber of covermye envalopes noLreceived by the retummuoe olfcor by
the LTk day aller the date ol poll)

13 Total numbers 512 12 (this should b the same as that in 4 above)

B (1), Recoipd of posied ballod papers Persomal Weniifors Mumifrer

14, Number of covering envelopes sel aside Lo il verilication of personal
wlentifiers on poslal « olling, slalauenls

h

Muniber of postal youoe slaemants not ubject w verilication procedure
rejeeled as not conpleled (eacluding prior cancellations)

16, Mumber of postal voling slalamant? @ubject o serilicalion proccdure
rejecled as nol coanpleled Texeluding poor cancellalions)
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17, MNumber of postal volmg stalements rejeeled Tollowinge venlfcanon
procedures due Lo the personal denbficrs on the postal voling <lalemenl
not madching those in the personal identifiers record fexcluding prior
cancellationg)

. Clonnr af pasiel Belled pegrere Numhor

18, Mumnber ol'ballot papars retuencd by postal «olers which wore weluded by
e count ol ballod papers

19, MNunbor ol cases inwhich a covecing envalope or s conlents wore
marked “Rejocied”™ {cancallations wnder 77. 78 and 864 are not rejeclions
and should be neloded tn ilems 237 and 9 aboy )

Dl Swemed e,
Baturnng Oiliecr

Address |

NOTE

Llus stawcrnen a5 sem w the Shell Clerk, A Sopy st be scnl o e Sezictar of Sate and o the
Elelnra] Coanmission, during a period ol 5 divys starling 10 dies afler e day of the pell.

EXPLANATORY NOTE
(This note is not part of the Regulations)

These Regulations make amendments to the Representation of the People (Scotland) Regulations
2001 (S.1.2001/497 (S.2)) (“the 2001 Regulations™).

In the main, these Regulations implement changes made by the Electoral Administration Act
2006, which (amongst other matters) provided for enhanced anti-fraud measures. These include the
introduction, by section 14 of the 2006 Act, of a requirement that persons wishing to vote by post,
by proxy or by postal proxy must provide their signature and date of birth when applying.

Regulation 2 makes consequential amendments to interpretation provisions of the 2001 Regulations.

Regulation 3 deals with circumstances where a person is entitled to a waiver from the requirement
to provide a signature. It also updates the requirements as to how an application for an absent vote
must be presented, to take account of these requirements and to allow for electronic scanning on
a consistent basis.

22


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/497

Document Generated: 2023-07-09
Draft Legislation: This is a draft item of legislation. This draft has since been made as a UK Statutory
Instrument: The Representation of the People (Scotland) (Amendment) Regulations 2008 No. 305

Regulation 4 specifies that the registration officer may satisfy himself or herself as to the authenticity
of the personal identifiers provided by using other records that he or she is entitled to inspect. It also
allows further enquiry where an exemption is sought from the obligation to provide a signature.

Regulation 5 provides that fresh signatures are to be required by every fifth anniversary of a person
being recorded as a postal voter, proxy voter or postal proxy voter.

Regulation 6 inserts new regulation 61B in the 2001 Regulations. This specifies the contents of the
record of personal identifiers that the registration officer must keep and provide to returning officers
for use at elections.

Regulations 7 and 11 make provision for two receptacles that are required in consequence of the
new procedures.

Regulation 8 provides that following receipt of postal ballot papers at least a fifth of the returned
postal votes must be set aside for personal identifier checks, and regulation 10 inserts new
regulations 85A and 85B into the 2001 Regulations, to specify the procedure for verifying the
personal identifiers provided in postal voting statements.

Regulation 12 substitutes new Forms A1, B1, G, H, J and K. Forms A1 and B1 have been amended
to include information on postal and proxy postal poll cards about the use of dates of birth. Forms
G, H and J have been amended to include date of birth details on the various forms of postal voting
statement. Form K collects relevant statistics on postal ballot papers. The new form is designed to
collect information relating to the verification procedures in connection with personal identifiers.

Regulation 13 removes a fee of £5 that currently applies for inspecting returns and declarations
of election expenses. The fee also no longer applies for such inspection in relation to elections in
England and Wales or in respect of such returns at Scottish Parliament elections.

Regulation 14 makes minor amendments to the 2001 Regulations to remove a reference to a
provision that has not been brought into force and to correct and clarify some cross-references in
those regulations.
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