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January 2008 and is being issued free of charge to all known recipients of that draft Statutory
Instrument.

DRAFT STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2008 No.

CONSTITUTIONAL LAW
DEVOLUTION, SCOTLAND

The Scottish Parliament (Elections
etc.) (Amendment) Order 2008

Made - - - - 2008

Coming into force in accordance with article 1

This Order is made in exercise of the powers conferred by sections 12(1)(a) and 113 of the Scotland
Act 1998(1).

The Secretary of State has consulted the Electoral Commission as required by section 7(2)(g) of the
Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000(2).

A draft of this Order has been laid before Parliament in accordance with section 115 of, and
Schedule 7 to, the Scotland Act 1998 and approved by a resolution of each House of Parliament.

Accordingly, the Secretary of State makes the following Order:

PART 1

General

Citation, commencement and interpretation

1.—(1) This Order may be cited as the Scottish Parliament (Elections etc.) (Amendment) Order
2008 and subject to paragraphs (2) and (3) shall come into force on 8th February 2008.

(1) 1998 c. 46. Section 12 was amended by the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c. 41), Schedule 21,
paragraph 13 and by the European Parliamentary Elections Act 2002 (c. 24), Schedule 3, paragraph 7.
(2) 2000c.41.


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/46
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/41
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2002/24
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/41
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(2) The articles specified in paragraph (3) shall not have effect in relation to any election for
which the date of the poll specified in the notice of election issued in relation to that election is on
or before 7th August 2008.

(3) The articles referred to in paragraph (2) are—
(a) article 2(2); and
(b) articles 13 to 18.

(4) In this Order, unless otherwise stated, any reference to a numbered article, rule, paragraph,
Schedule or Appendix is a reference to the article, rule, paragraph, Schedule or Appendix bearing
that number in the Scottish Parliament (Elections etc.) Order 2007(3).

PART 2

Absent voting: personal identifiers

Absent voting: interpretation

2.—(1) In article 3(1) (interpretation) after the definition of “the 2006 Act” insert—

““absent voter” means an elector who is entitled to vote by proxy or an elector or proxy who
is entitled to vote by post;”.

(2) In paragraph 1 of Schedule 4 remove the “and” preceding the definition of “spoilt ballot
paper” and after that definition insert—

“and “valid postal voting statement” means a postal voting statement which, in accordance with
paragraph 20 or 20A(4), the constituency returning officer is satisfied has been duly completed.”.

Amendment of article 9

3.—(1) Article 9 (absent vote at Scottish parliamentary elections for an indefinite or a particular
period) is amended as follows.

(2) In paragraph (1)(b), after “application” insert “contains the applicant’s signature and date of
birth and”.

(3) In paragraph (2)(c), after “application” insert “contains the applicant’s signature and date of
birth and”.

(4) After paragraph (6) insert—

“(7) The registration officer may dispense with the requirement under paragraph (1)(b)
or (2)(c) for the applicant to provide a signature if he is satisfied that the applicant is unable—

(a) to provide a signature because of any disability the applicant has,
(b) to provide a signature because the applicant is unable to read or write, or
(c) to sign in a consistent and distinctive way because of any such disability or
inability.
(8) The registration officer must also keep a record in relation to those whose applications
under this regulation have been granted showing—
(a) their dates of birth, and

(b) except in cases where the registration officer in pursuance of paragraph (7) has
dispensed with the requirement to provide a signature, their signatures.

(3) S.I. 2007/937, which was amended by S.1. 2007/2262.
(4) Paragraph 20A is inserted by article 16 of this Order.


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2007/937
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2007/2262
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(9) The record kept under paragraph (8) must be retained by the registration officer for
the period prescribed in paragraph 12A of Schedule 3(5).”.

Amendment of article 10

4.—(1) Article 10 (absent vote at a particular Scottish parliamentary election) is amended as
follows.

(2) In paragraph (1)(b), after “application” insert “contains the applicant’s signature and date of
birth and”.

(3) In paragraph (2)(c), after “application” insert “contains the applicant’s signature and date of
birth and”.

(4) After paragraph (6) insert—

“(7) The registration officer may dispense with the requirement under paragraph (1)(b)
or (2)(c) for the applicant to provide a signature if he is satisfied that the applicant is unable—

(a) to provide a signature because of any disability the applicant has,
(b) to provide a signature because the applicant is unable to read or write, or
(c) to sign in a consistent and distinctive way because of any such disability or
inability.
(8) The registration officer must also keep a record in relation to those whose applications
under this regulation have been granted showing—
(a) their dates of birth, and

(b) except in cases where the registration officer in pursuance of paragraph (7) has
dispensed with the requirement to provide a signature, their signatures.

(9) The record kept under paragraph (8) must be retained by the registration officer for
the period prescribed in paragraph 12A of Schedule 3.”.

Amendment of article 11

5.—(1) Article 11 (proxies at Scottish parliamentary elections) is amended as follows.

(2) In paragraph (6) after “application” where it second occurs insert “is signed by the applicant
and”.

(3) Inparagraph (7) after “application” where it first occurs insert “is signed by the applicant and”.

Amendment of article 12

6.—(1) Article 12 (application for proxy postal vote) is amended as follows.

(2) In paragraph (4), after “application” where it last occurs insert “contains the applicant’s
signature and date of birth and”.

(3) After paragraph (10) insert—

“(11) The registration officer may dispense with the requirement under paragraph (4)
for the applicant to provide a signature if he is satisfied that the applicant is unable—

(a) to provide a signature because of any disability the applicant has,
(b) to provide a signature because the applicant is unable to read or write, or

(c) to sign in a consistent and distinctive way because of any such disability or
inability.

(5) Paragraph 12A of Schedule 3 is inserted by Article 12 of this Order.
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(12) The registration officer must also keep a record in relation to those whose
applications under paragraph (4) have been granted showing—

(a) their dates of birth, and

(b) except in cases where the registration officer in pursuance of paragraph (11) has
dispensed with the requirement to provide a signature, their signatures.

(13) The record kept under paragraph (12) must be retained by the registration officer
for the period prescribed in paragraph 12A of Schedule 3.”.

Amendment to offence provision

7. In article 28(2)(b) (false statements in connection with postal and proxy vote applications)
after “vote” insert “or providing false information in connection with such an application”.

Amendment to rule 55

8.—(1) Inrule 55(2) of Schedule 2 (circumstances in which a postal ballot paper is duly returned)
after “duly signed” insert “and which also states the date of birth of the elector or proxy (as the case
may be)”.

(2) After rule 55(2) insert—

“(2A) In a case where steps for verifying the date of birth and signature of an elector
or proxy have been taken in accordance with paragraph 20A or 20B of Schedule 4(6), the

postal ballot paper shall not be deemed to be duly returned unless the constituency returning
officer verifies the date of birth and signature of the elector or proxy (as the case may be).”.

Amendment of paragraph 1 of Schedule 3

9.—(1) Paragraph 1 of Schedule 3 (general requirements for applications for an absent vote) is
amended as follows.

(2) In sub-paragraph (1) omit the “and” preceding paragraph (e) and after paragraph (e) insert—

“f) in the case of a person who is unable to provide a signature, the reasons for his request
for waiver of any requirement under article 9, 10, 11 or 12 to provide a signature and the
name and address of any person who has assisted him to complete his application, and

(g) where the applicant has, or has applied for, an anonymous entry, that fact,”.
(3) In sub-paragraph (1) for “signed by the applicant ” substitute “dated”.
(4) After sub-paragraph (1) insert—

“(1A) Where an application is required to contain a signature and date of birth, the
information must be set out in a manner that is sufficiently clear and unambiguous as to be
capable of electronic scanning by configuring the information as follows—

(a) the signature shall appear against a background of white unlined paper at least
five centimetres long and two centimetres high; and

(b) the applicant’s date of birth shall be set out numerically configured in the sequence
of date, month and year, namely [d][d][m][m][y][y][yI[y]-

(1B) Where the application contains a request that the registration officer waive the
requirement for a signature, sub-paragraph (1A)(a) shall not apply.”.

(6) Paragraphs 20A and 20B of Schedule 4 are inserted by article 16 of this Order.
4
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Checking of signatures and provision of fresh signatures

10. After paragraph 1 of Schedule 3 insert—

“Checking of signatures

1A. The registration officer may satisfy himself—

(a) that an application under article 9, 10, 11 or 12 meets any requirements that it
has been signed by the applicant and states his date of birth by referring to any
signature and date of birth—

(1) previously provided by the applicant to the registration officer or a returning
officer; or

(i1) previously provided by the applicant to the council by which the registration
officer was appointed, if held by that council in records which the
registration officer is authorised to inspect for the purposes of his
registration duties; and

(b) as to whether the applicant is unable to provide a signature or a consistent
signature due to any disability or inability to read or write.

Provision of fresh signatures

1B.—(1) A person who remains on the record kept under article 9(4) or article 12(5)
may, at any time, provide the registration officer with a fresh signature.

(2) Anything required or authorised to be done for the purposes of this order in relation
to a signature required to be provided in pursuance of this order must be done in relation to
a signature provided as mentioned in sub-paragraph (1) instead of in relation to a signature
provided on any earlier occasion.”.

Requirement to provide fresh signatures at five yearly intervals

11. After paragraph 11 of Schedule 3 (inquiries by registration officer) insert—

“Requirement to provide fresh signatures at five yearly intervals

11A.—(1) The registration officer shall every year by 31st January send every person
who remains an absent voter and whose signature held on the personal identifiers record is
more than five years old a notice in writing—

(a) requiring him to provide a fresh signature, and

(b) informing him of the date (six weeks from the date of sending the notice) on which
he would cease to be entitled to vote by post or by proxy in the event of a failure
or refusal to provide a fresh signature.

(2) The notice must be sent by the registration officer to the current or last known address
of the absent voter.

(3) The registration officer must, if the absent voter has not responded to the notice
within three weeks from the date on which the notice was sent, as soon as practicable send
a copy of the notice to him.

(4) Where a notice or copy of a notice is sent by post, the registration officer may use—
(a) auniversal postal service provider; or
(b) a commercial delivery firm,

and postage shall be prepaid.
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(5) A notice or copy of a notice sent to an absent voter in accordance with sub
paragraph (1) or (3) must be accompanied by a pre-addressed reply envelope and, in the
case of any notice or copy of a notice sent to an address in the United Kingdom, return
postage must be prepaid.

(6) The registration officer must, no later than the date specified in the notice sent to the
absent voter in accordance with sub-paragraph (1), determine whether the absent voter has
failed or refused to provide a fresh signature.

(7) Where the registration officer determines that the absent voter has failed or refused
to provide a fresh signature he must from the date specified in the notice sent to the absent
voter in accordance with sub-paragraph (1) remove that person’s entry from the records
kept pursuant to article 9(4) or 12(5) and (as the case may be) from the special list kept
under article 10(5)(a), the list of proxies kept under article 10(5)(b) or the special list kept
under article 12(7).

(8) Where a registration officer removes an absent voter’s entry in the circumstances to
which sub-paragraph (7) refers—

(a) the registration officer shall inform the absent voter of the location of the polling
station to which he has been allotted or is likely to be allotted under rule 35 of
Schedule 2, unless that voter is not likely to be allotted to a polling station;

(b) paragraph 8(4) and 9 shall apply as if the registration officer were refusing an
application under article 9, 10, 11 or 12; and

(c) in the case of an entry removed from the special list kept under article 12(7), the
registration officer must also notify the elector who appointed the proxy whose
entry has been removed.

(9) The registration officer shall include in the notice to be sent to an absent voter
regarding his removal from the records kept pursuant to article 9(4) or 12(5) and (as the
case may be) from the special list kept under article 10(5)(a), the list of proxies kept under
article 10(5)(b) or the special list kept under article 12(7), information—

(a) explaining the effect of such removal; and

(b) reminding the absent voter that he may make a fresh application under article 9,
10, 11 or 12 to vote by post or by proxy (as the case may be).”.

Recording and use of personal identifier information

12. After paragraph 12 of Schedule 3 (records and lists kept under articles 9, 10 and 12) insert—

“The personal identifiers record

12A.—(1) The registration officer shall maintain a record (“the personal identifiers
record”), apart from the other records and lists which he is required to keep under articles
9, 10 and 12, of the signatures and dates of birth provided by persons whose applications
under article 9(1) or (2), article 10(1) or (2), or article 12(4) were granted, until the expiry
of twelve months from—

(a) the date on which a person is removed from the record kept pursuant to article
9(4) or article 12(5); or

(b) the date of the poll for the purposes of which the person’s application for an absent
vote was granted under article 10(1) or (2) or article 12(4).

(2) The personal identifiers record shall contain the following information in respect of
each absent voter on the special list kept under article 10(5)(a), the list of proxies kept under
article 10(5)(b) or the special list kept under article 12(7)—
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(a) his name;
(b) his date of birth; and

(c) his signature, or a record of the waiver by the registration officer of the
requirement for a signature.

(3) The constituency returning officer may disclose information held in the personal
identifiers record to—

(a) any candidate or agent attending proceedings on receipt of postal ballot papers, in
accordance with and for the purposes referred to in paragraph 20 of Schedule 4(7);

(b) any person attending proceedings on receipt of postal ballot papers, who is entitled
to do so by virtue of any of sections 6A to 6D of the Political Parties, Elections
and Referendums Act 2000(8), but only to the extent required to permit them to
observe the proceedings.

Use of personal identifier information

12B.—(1) The registration officer must either—

(a) provide the constituency returning officer for an election with a copy of the
information contained in records kept by the registration officer in pursuance of
articles 9(8), 10(8) and 12(12)(9) in relation to electors at the election, or

(b) give the constituency returning officer access to such information.

(2) Information contained in records kept by a registration officer in pursuance of articles
9(8), 10(8) and 12(12) may be disclosed by him to—

(a) any other registration officer if he thinks that to do so will assist the other
registration officer in the performance of his duties, or

(b) any other person exercising functions in relation to the preparation or conduct of
legal proceedings under this Order.”.

Postal ballot boxes and receptacles

13. In paragraph 16(5) of Schedule 4 omit the “and” preceding paragraph (d) and after
paragraph (d) insert—

“(e) the receptacle for rejected votes (verification procedure); and

(f) the receptacle for postal voting statements (verification procedure).”.

Amendment of paragraph 19 of Schedule 4

14.—(1) Paragraph 19 of Schedule 4 (opening of covering envelopes) is amended as follows.
(2) For sub-paragraph (1) substitute—

“(1) When a postal voters' ballot box is opened, the constituency returning officer shall
count and record the number of covering envelopes (including any envelope which is stated
to include a postal vote and any envelope described in paragraph 17(2)).

(1A) He shall set aside for personal identifier verification not less than 20 per cent of
the envelopes recorded on that occasion.

(1B) He shall open separately each covering envelope (including an envelope described
in paragraph 17(2)).”.

(7) Paragraph 20 of Schedule 4 is amended by article 15 of this Order.
(8) 2000 c. 41; sections 6A to 6D were inserted by section 29 of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c. 22).
(9) These articles are inserted by articles 3, 4 and 6 of this Order.
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(3) In sub-paragraph (2) for “The procedure in paragraph 20 applies” substitute “The procedure
in paragraph 20 or, as the case may be, paragraph 20A(10) applies”.

(4) After sub-paragraph (4) insert—
“(4A) Where—

(a) anenvelope contains the postal voting statement of an elector with an anonymous
entry, and

(b) sub-paragraph (4) does not apply,

the constituency returning officer shall set aside that envelope and its contents for personal
identifier verification in accordance with paragraph 20A.”.

(5) In sub-paragraph (6) for “sub-paragraph (1)” substitute “sub-paragraph (1B)”.

Amendment of paragraph 20 of Schedule 4

15. In paragraph 20 of Schedule 4 (procedure in relation to postal voting statements), for sub
paragraph (1) substitute—

“(1) This paragraph applies to any postal voting statement contained in an envelope
that has not been set aside for personal identifier verification in accordance with paragraph
19(1A) or (4A)(11).

(1A) The constituency returning officer must satisfy himself that the postal voting
statement is duly completed.”.

Procedure in relation to postal voting statements: personal identifier verification

16. After paragraph 20 of Schedule 4 insert—

“Procedure in relation to postal voting statements: personal identifier verification

20A.—(1) This paragraph applies to any postal voting statement contained in an
envelope that is set aside for personal identifier verification in accordance with paragraph
19(1A) or (4A)(12).

(2) The constituency returning officer must satisfy himself that the postal voting
statement is duly completed and as part of that process must compare the date of birth
and the signature on the postal voting statement against the date of birth and the signature
contained in the personal identifier record relating to the person to whom the postal ballot
paper was addressed.

(3) Where the constituency returning officer is not so satisfied, he shall mark the
statement “rejected”, attach it to the ballot paper envelope, or if there is no such envelope,
the ballot paper, and, subject to sub-paragraph (4), place it in the receptacle for rejected
votes (verification procedure).

(4) Before placing a postal voting statement in the receptacle for rejected votes
(verification procedure), the constituency returning officer must show it to the agents and
must permit them to view the entries in the personal identifiers record which relate to the
person to whom the postal ballot paper was addressed, and if any of them object to his
decision, he must add the words “rejection objected to”.

(5) The constituency returning officer shall then examine the number on the postal voting
statement against the number on the ballot paper envelope and, where they are the same,

(10) Paragraph 20A is inserted by article 16 of this Order.

(11) Paragraph 19(1A) and (4A) are inserted by article 14 of this Order.

(12) Paragraph 19(1A) and (4A) are inserted by article 14 of this Order.
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he shall place the statement and the ballot paper envelope respectively in the receptacle
for postal voting statements (verification procedure) and the receptacle for ballot paper
envelopes.

(6) Where—

(a) the number on a valid postal voting statement is not the same as the number on
the ballot paper envelope, or

(b) that envelope has no number on it (or only one number when the postal voting
statement has more than one),

the constituency returning officer shall open the envelope.
(7) Sub-paragraph (8) applies where—
(a) there is a valid postal voting statement but no ballot paper envelope; or

(b) the ballot paper envelope has been opened under paragraph 19(3) or sub
paragraph (6).

(8) In the circumstances described in sub-paragraph (7), the constituency returning
officer shall place—

(a) in the postal ballot box, any ballot paper the number on which is the same as the
number on the valid postal voting statement;

(b) in the receptacle for rejected votes (verification procedure), any other ballot
paper, with the valid postal voting statement attached and marked “provisionally
rejected”;

(c) in the receptacle for rejected votes (verification procedure), any valid postal
voting statement marked “provisionally rejected” where—

(i) there is no ballot paper, or

(i1) in the case of a statement on which the number of more than one ballot paper
appears, there is not a sufficient number of ballot papers and, in such a case,
shall mark the statement to indicate which ballot paper is missing;

(d) in the receptacle for postal voting statements (verification procedure), any valid
statement not disposed of under paragraph (b) or (c).

Postal voting statements: additional personal identifier verification

20B.—(1) A constituency returning officer may on any occasion at which a postal voters'
ballot box is opened in accordance with paragraph 18 undertake additional verification of
the personal identifiers on any postal voting statement that has on a prior occasion been
placed in the receptacle for postal voting statements.

(2) Where a constituency returning officer undertakes additional verification of personal
identifiers, he must—

(a) remove as many postal voting statements from the receptacle for postal voting
statements as he wishes to subject to additional verification; and

(b) compare the date of birth and the signature on each such postal voting statement
against the date of birth and the signature contained in the personal identifiers
record relating to the person to whom the postal ballot paper was addressed.

(3) Where the constituency returning officer is no longer satisfied that the postal voting
statement has been duly completed he must mark the statement “rejected” and before placing
the postal voting statement in the receptacle for rejected votes (verification procedure), he
must—
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(a) show it to the agents and must permit them to view the entries in the personal
identifiers record which relate to the person to whom the postal ballot paper
was addressed, and if any of them object to his decision, he must add the words
“rejection objected to”;

(b) open any postal ballot box and retrieve the ballot paper corresponding to the ballot
paper number on the postal voting statement;

(c) show the ballot paper number on the retrieved ballot paper to the agents; and
(d) attach the ballot paper to the postal voting statement.

(4) Following the removal of a postal ballot paper from a postal ballot box the
constituency returning officer must lock and reseal the postal ballot box in the presence of
the agents.

(5) Whilst retrieving a ballot paper in accordance with sub-paragraph (3), the
constituency returning officer and his staff—

(a) shall keep the ballot papers face downwards and shall take proper precautions for
preventing any person seeing the votes made on the ballot papers; and

(b) shall not be permitted to view the corresponding number list used at the issue of
postal ballot papers.”.

Sealing of receptacles

17. In paragraph 26(1) of Schedule 4 omit the “and” preceding paragraph (d) and after
paragraph (d) insert—

“(e) the receptacle for rejected votes (verification procedure), and

(f) the receptacle for postal voting statements (verification procedure),”.

Amendment of forms

18. In the Appendix of Forms for Form L, Form M1, Form N1, Form U, Form V, Form W and
Form Y substitute the Form L, Form M1, Form N1, Form U, Form V, Form W and Form Y as set
out in the Schedule to this Order.

PART 3

Personal identifiers: transitional provisions

Interpretation of Part 3

19. In this Part—

“absent voter” means a person whose application under article 9(1) or (2), article 10(1) or (2),
or article 12(4) has been granted prior to 8th February 2008;

“absent voting records” means any one or more of the records kept pursuant to article 9(4) or
12(5) or the lists kept pursuant to article 10(5)(a), (b) or 12(7).

Existing applications

20. Where a person has made an application under article 9(1) or (2), article 10(1) or (2), or
article 12(4) prior to 8th February 2008 that has not been determined on or before 7th February
2008, the registration officer must not grant the application unless the applicant has provided to the
registration officer a specimen of their signature and their date of birth.

10



Document Generated: 2023-07-21
Draft Legislation: This is a draft item of legislation. This draft has since been made as a UK
Statutory Instrument: The Scottish Parliament (Elections etc.) (Amendment) Order 2008 No. 307

Requiring personal identifiers from existing absent voters

21.—(1) A registration officer must by 7th April 2008 send a notice in writing to every person
whose entry on the absent voting records was made in consequence of an application that did not
include a specimen of their signature and their date of birth.

(2) The notice must require the absent voter to provide to the registration officer, within six weeks
from the date of sending the notice, a specimen of the absent voter’s signature and the absent voter’s
date of birth (“the required personal identifiers”) in accordance with the Part.

(3) The notice must be sent by the registration officer to the current or last known address of
the absent voter.

(4) The registration officer must, if the absent voter has not responded to the notice within three
weeks from the date on which the notice was sent, as soon as practicable send a copy of the notice
to the absent voter.

(5) Where a notice or copy of a notice is sent by post, the registration officer may use—
(a) auniversal postal service provider; or
(b) a commercial delivery firm,
and postage shall be prepaid.

(6) A notice or copy of a notice sent to an absent voter in accordance with this Part must be
accompanied by a pre-addressed reply envelope and, in the case of any notice sent to an address
within the United Kingdom, return postage shall be prepaid.

(7) Where a registration officer has been provided with the required personal identifiers by an
applicant for an absent vote under the Representation of the People (Scotland) Regulations 2001(13)
or the Absent Voting (Transitional Provisions) (Scotland) Regulations 2008(14) before the date
specified in accordance with article 22(2)(d) of this Order in the notice sent to the absent voter,
he or she may use them for the purposes of Scottish Parliamentary elections and records kept in
connection with such elections.

Required information to be provided to existing absent voters

22.—(1) Where a registration officer sends a notice or a copy of a notice pursuant to article 21
of this Order, the registration officer must also provide information—

(a) explaining how the required personal identifiers will be used and how the required personal
identifiers will assist in deterring misuse of the entitlement to vote;

(b) explaining that, in the event of a failure or refusal to provide the required personal
identifiers, the absent voter will lose his or her entitlement to vote by post, by proxy or
by post as a proxy (as the case may be);

(c) explaining the circumstances in which a registration officer may dispense with the
requirement to provide a signature; and

(d) explaining that loss of the entitlement to vote by post, by proxy or by post as a proxy (as
the case may be) under this Part does not prevent the absent voter from making a fresh
application under article 9, 10 or 12 to be entitled to vote by post, by proxy or by post
as a proxy.

(2) The notice must specify the following matters—

(13) S.I1.2001/497, which was amended by S.1.2001/1749,2002/1872,2003/3075,2004/1771,2004/1960, 2006/834 and 2007/925;
the S.I. is further amended by S.I. 2008/xxx.
(14) S.I. 2008/xxx.
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(a) the types of elections in respect of which the absent voter would cease to be entitled to
vote by post, by proxy or by post as a proxy (as the case may be) if he or she does not
provide the required personal identifiers;

(b) whether the person has an entry in the absent voting records as voting by post, by proxy
or by post as a proxy or in more than one capacity;

(c) as regards an absent elector entitled to vote by post as a proxy, the name and address of
each person for whom he or she is entitled to vote; and

(d) the date (not less than 49 days from the sending of the initial notice) from which he or she
will cease to be entitled to vote by post, by proxy or by post as a proxy (as the case may
be) in the event of a failure or refusal to provide the required personal identifiers.

Determination by registration officer

23.—(1) The registration officer must, no later than the date specified in accordance with article
22(2)(d) of this Order in the notice sent to the absent voter determine whether the absent voter has
failed or refused to provide the required personal identifiers.

(2) The registration officer shall not determine that an absent voter has failed or refused to provide
the required personal identifiers due to a failure to provide a signature if the registration officer is
satisfied that the absent voter is unable—

(a) to provide a signature because of any disability the absent voter has;
(b) to provide a signature because the absent voter is unable to read or write; or
(c) tosign in a consistent and distinctive way because of any such disability or inability,

and where the registration officer is so satisfied entries of the absent voter in the absent voting records
shall not show the absent voter’s signature.

Consequence of failure or refusal to provide personal identifiers

24.—(1) Where the registration officer determines that an absent voter has failed or refused to
provide the required personal identifiers—

(a) if the absent voter has an entry in the registration officer’s absent voting records, he or
she must remove that entry, and the absent voter shall not be entitled to vote by post, by
proxy or by post as a proxy (as the case may be) otherwise than in pursuance of a further
application made under article 9, 10 or 12;

(b) inthe case of an absent voter whose application under article 10(1) or (2) has been granted,
or whose application under article 12(4) in respect of a particular election has been granted,
the absent voter shall not be entitled to vote by post, by proxy or by post as proxy (as the
case may be) at the particular election for which the application was made, otherwise than
in pursuance of a further application made under article 9, 10 or 12.

(2) Where an absent voter ceases to be entitled to vote by post, by proxy or by post as proxy in
the circumstances to which paragraph (1) refers—

(a) the registration officer shall inform the absent voter of the location of the polling station
to which the absent voter has been allotted, or is likely to be allotted, under rule 35 of
Schedule 2, unless that voter is not likely to be allotted to a polling station;

(b) paragraphs 8(4) and 9 of Schedule 3 shall apply as if the registration officer were refusing
an application under article 9, 10, 11 or 12; and

(c) in the case of an absent voter who ceases to be entitled to vote by post as proxy, the
registration officer must also notify the elector for whom the proxy was appointed.
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(3) The registration officer shall include in the notice to be sent to an absent voter pursuant to
paragraph (2), information—

(a) explaining the effect of removal from the absent voting records (where applicable); and

(b) reminding the absent voter that he or she may make a fresh application under article 9, 10
or 12 to vote by post, by proxy or by post as a proxy (as the case may be).

PART 4

Miscellaneous Amendments

Amendment of article 8

25. In article 8(8) (manner of voting) for “the absent voter list” substitute “any of the lists kept
under articles 10(5) and 12(7)”.

Amendment of Schedule 2

26.—(1) Schedule 2 is amended as follows.
(2) Inrules 10(3), 19(5), 20(6), 37(5), 47(2), 49(1) and 73(1), for “paragraph” substitute “rule”.
(3) Inrule 17(8), for “Subject to paragraph (7), nothing in this paragraph” substitute “Subject to

paragraph (7), nothing in this rule”.
Amendment of Schedule 5

27.—(1) Schedule 5 is amended as follows.
(2) In paragraph 7 for “(5)” substitute “(6)”.
(3) In paragraph 11 for “(9)” substitute “(8)”.

Scotland Office
2008 Minister of State
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SCHEDULE Atrticle 18

FORM L

POSTAL VOTING STATEMENT
SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT ELECTION

(Froml of Forin)

*Woler's name: ... Ballot paper Mo. ...............

*Retwrning Officer to insert name bui omit where ballot papers sent lo an anonvimous
elector)

[other identifving mark)

You must provide your [#ignature and] date of birth. If you do not, the postal voting
statement will be invalid and your vote will not count.

I AM THE PERSON TO WHOM THE BALLOT PAPER(S) NUMBERED ABOVE WAS/WERE
SENT

Datcofbirth | 0 | D S R ' § {voter’s date of birth)

{voler’s signature)

#S1znature Siznature Her IMPORTANT - Keep

signature within border

#H(Returning Officer to omit where a person has been granted a waiver)

PLEASE READ THE INSTRUCTIONS ON THE BACK OF THIS FORM
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(Rack of Form}

TNSTRTICTIONS TO VOTERS

Your vote is personal - compleie the ballol papee(s) yoursell and in privaie. M
¥ou need help vou can comtuct me finyert contact details of the constituency
retirning officer ar a member of his staff),

Elecioral Iraud is a crime, You must ool vole using a ballol paper thal is nol
addressed w vou. You rousd not interfere with anoither voler™s ballol paper.

I.* You have o ballol papers. (4 de the cove of o cosifuener ballin puper ood o
repiiiaal Fellod paper which are peinfed on e aore sheel of paper, repdace with ™ There are
i codimee oer the cheer of poper sent G vea, coch @ Sifferend colowr, Foie once v o party or
inchvichia! condidents 0 the vepional bolini om the finsert codonrf pore af e shest Pole e for o
comliclnie 1 the consiiency bofion an the fimvert colore] pari ofihe shest )

1* Woe onby onee on cach ballol paper. (e, 02 ife cove of a constiiiescy Bollind poper oed o
regiied bollor poper witich ose prinicd o the sume afivel of paper, replace with “Vide ol asce
on eqch pord af the whecr ) Vate by marking acrose (X i the box opposite the nams of the parts
or condidate vou are voring for, 3o not put amy other marks on the ballot paper(s) or vour votes
My haT Sonnt,

3 Yolo seeretly, 17 vow nesd help o vole, svvone who helps vou must nol (2!l olhers how
ou have vald,

1. Pul the ballol paper{s) i the small cnvelope marked #A™ and scal 1l Then put the
envelope marked A7 logether with the postal voone stalement, 1 the lareer covelope marked
“B7. Rewun the covelopes withowt delay. The ballol paper{s) must be received al nv olfee nol
latcr than the close of pall  Altcmativels, the ballor paper(s) can be delmvered to any palling
statuan in this conshtmency an polling dayv, up ta 1 pm,

i IT vou gel more than ome {of each. r appropricle s ballol papor, by acewdont, then wse qust
one [of sieh, av appropeiole). Please remember that 11 illegal 1o vole more thay onec 10 the
sumie cleetion {unloss vou arc volmg Tor somoone clse - by prox).

3. AL Uy electon sou conmsd vole e person al a polling station.

7 I you malee a mistake on a ballot paper, ar lose a Dallot paper or the return envelopes yon
can ash [or geplacenients. You should ask a2 soon as possible. Thees is nol nuch Lo [or a news
ballot paper (¢ be seal o vou, reluened and counled. You will noad o rolucn everything vou have
roccived lom mio (exeopl ayllung vou have lost). home yvou should retun of you have them
melude all bullol papers, the postal voune slaement and i envelopes marhoed ©A™ und 57

he Tean iggue ansther balloy papere iF wou agk me Cor il ap w 3 o on polling das . but anless T
recatye vour reguasl by 5 pro oo the day before polliog day T zan ooly issee anather ballol paper i©
wou visil ny oflize, with evidenee of vour wdenlity .

9 Far replacement papers, ar i s ou 1noad Turder Lalp. please ring (serl teephene manbary
or conlact hyy ollice al (nsert address).

(Hif the Scoriish Parfiomentory poll vefaves ondy i fiffing a voaceniey in the seor of e
cortstitieency member, omit instruction 1 and in Insiruction 2 omil the wordy “on each
Pedlea prapes ” avnd Tparey e
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FORM M
fier e wead feor e edecior 1t by post)

fFrentt of cordd?

POSTAL VOTER'S OTTTCTAL POLL CARD

IF undelivered veturn o Beturging Oflicer

finser! cickilyess)

Muniler oo register Region
Cowstilueney
N ame Wour Folling Mace will be;
* Adldress
Podling das Palline Hogrs 7 am to | Fpn

Thiz nolize 4 1o advise vou that foc tis
cloetiom you have o postal vode and That von
will moL be sble [ ohim voling papors il o
polling stalion.

Your posial voting papers should he
delivercd on or soun saller (lay/diale).

If vour postal voting papers have not
arrvived by {dax!daie), eall (helpline
nurber) and ask lor assislance.

Miepipring ofifcer to MRt where poll covd sert b an onvomerens electar, A ol card o e aelorEas
efector mmat Do deliversd i g seaded snselope,

I vou wish w cancel vour pestal vole please call belpline number) balore 3 pin on fGasoe! dili
et R WWORKIES diras before 1 date of il

[ yom D Lot or accidentdlly spadll. your postal ballol paper(s), plese call (helphine nonber) as soon
as possible, Replacoment ballor papers canngt by issucd after 3 pmoon divses? dav anid dete of ol

PLEASE 5EE THE TNFORMATION ON THE BACK OF THIS CARD
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el of ol
RCOTTISH PARLIAYIENT FLECTHMS

Thiz gard i to @ive yon infprmadon aboue voting by post, T von have appointed o proxy fo vote
for ynw. you will ool reecive posial voling papers.

Wlen vou Iecelve voul postal sounp packh please read e “Insuuguons 1o ithe Vo™ belole
cinyuting your sl Bdli praper.

Mud voor vowe gacredy. 5 vou Sannol ol w il Tely, e porson assising v oo most ool disclase
B vonn hes 2 v nned

You st siem the postal voting statement (unless vou have been srted o waiver by prior
arranpemen with (e Rewening OMicer) and pravide sowr date of hivth. Uhis is a scourine measors.
[will mol allec your vole or mean il can be idendiled. Wilonl vour siguiio Qanless widved) and
dale ol birthe the sticunend will not be valid imd yowr vole will nol coml. The Beturmng (cer can
cross check yomr sigmadure and date of itth azainst other records they hold,

If vom lose o accidemal by spoil yoar pestal ballor papers). please call (helphing number as soon as
possble. Replocomenl ballol papers cannol. be ssacd aler 5 o on Gesert shas aned dade of poelf),

Complaie and rern o posial vole as soon as passible. 1 you bave ool posied soue sole belore
Ciserd dere e dave of podD), von cun debiver your vole o any galling station i 1his comsliigeney,

Yol canmetl wolls 0 porson il i polling sation al these cleclions anless you cance] your poslal sole
before 5 m an [reert deap elever warlite daes betore the doata af pall),

Tfyou necd finther help, please call (helpling mamber),
Lt iz an offcnce o vote asing a Dallot paper that is noc addressed to Fou.

IS53UTTD BY THT. RETURNING OTFTFICTER
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FOEM N1
ficr Ber Send fo ot proxy WXieg By post)

(o of card)

PROXY POSTAL YOTER®S OFFICTAL ML CARD

Il updelivered return io Eeinroing (ilicer

fissert aclidresy)

Number on reustsier TRewion
Constimency
*Proscy s Name Yo Polling Place will be;

*Proxy s address

Pollmg day Palling Howrs ¥ am 1o L) pm

This wolicz 1s o adviss vou Gt oo this
clechiom vou are appomted as o postal prox
Gor the clecwor whose dells are shown on
the back of this card. You vall not b able
to obtain voting papers @ a polling stanan,

The postal proxy vating papers shoold he
delivered on or sonn alier {day daic).

If the pescal wvoting papers have not
arrived hy  (dawidate), call  (helpline
number) and ask for assistance.

Reteeaing offices e andt wheve poll cord seat @ the praxe of or aicaganos elector 0 pell coed fooo
Lot el o aoenny efecior mmd by defiveced i g sealed veree fope

I yom have lost or accidentalhy spailt the electar’s postal ballot paperisy, plaass call Chelphing namberd
a8 soon s possible. Roplaccienl ballol papers cannol be 1ssucd allsr 5 pon oo cimser) dae et iale of
prifil.

PLLASE SEE TLIE INFORMATION ON TIIE BACK O TIUS CARD
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Mol o f ceaedd
SCOTTISH PARLTAMENT FLECTTONS

*This cand is o tell you that for this election vou are appointed as proxy for the electer named
below and that you have decided o vole by post.

R 1
*[Flector's addvess)
MEleokor s mimbBer On FZEISIERL. o L i e e e e e e

Whon vewn reeeive The postal voling paclk, plense read the “Trstmctions o the ¥oler™ befome compleling
o postal hallot paper,

Blark vour vole secretly. U vou cannol vola withoot help. U person assisung vou muost ool disclose
T omt Jurs o onled.

Yuow sl sign e postal voliog stateomeol guodess von have: Doen gonled o walver by peior
amampernetd wille e Roiming OMiea) and provide yonr Qate of Birth, Thasy i o seomily mgasure,
It will not allect vaur vole or mean 11 can e identifed. Withoul youl sipnatore (onless warved) gl
dite al birhs e stateomenl will il T valid and yowe vede will ool cownt. Tt Beterning OUTicer can
cross Cleck vouwe signatone and dale ol il sgainst cther neconds ese Tueld,

T vonn lose o1 accidentally spoil he eleclnr’s posiad hallol paper(s), ploase coll chelpline muoolery oy
soon a5 possible. Heplacement Ballot papers cannot be issued after 5 pmoan (fmseet diet and dode of
Fll].

Complete and return your posial vole as soon a: possible. 1 voo have ool posied vour vola belore
(iusert ehene enned clante e o). youL come deliver your sole ooy podling slation in las couslilemey,

Iy e Norther Tuelp, plisrsss call Qaelplioe ot

iz am ollcnc: 1o vols as proxy

{a} foe same pther person il vow now 180 1w person s sabjacl o 8 legal incapacily 10 vols
¢ . 10 Al person has been conmicled and s detamed 1o penal insitation i persuanee oF (e senlenge,

{h Al his slecliow for more thon two pemsons of whinn yow are ool the spose, civil parhoer,
parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child ot grandchild,

LSSULED BY THE RETURNING OFFICER

FWhere o podl card ix send v sl proxp ol ae onenvemons efveior, subsiiinte e followiag for e
perarrapdy morfeo with *abm

Yo o entilled o vole as prosy [on the sloctor whese clectoral number 15 showa below:

Flectorgl mumber of elector . . . .0 . . 0 0 0 0 e e e e
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FORMT

POSTAL YOTING STATEMENT

SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT ELECTION which is taken with a4 Local Government #lection antd
the proceedings on the issue and veceipt of postal ballot prapers in respect of each election are

taleen thgether

LI e ol Torim)

ENVOLSTS TANIC L . e

Melfatueming ETvar I dresert peins Bt ot weibers hollat peglers Sedd T a8 aian VY Rens elester

Yon mmst provide vour [#sismatare and] date of birth. It vou do not, the postal voting
glatement will be invalid and your voie will not count.

I A% THE FCR3(XS TO WHOM THE DALLOT PAPERS NUMBERED ARBOYVE WERE SCXT

Drate: ool birth

#Sisngturc

Srfetnine Cfficer fo airit where o bersod Bas becy oroanied o walver)

PLEASE READ THE TNSTRLECTIONS O THE BACK OF THIS FORM

Ballot paper Mos, |

[oher 1denl P marks]

g

(volers dale of bt

AT Bt
DT i

(voler s sipnatule)
IMPORTARNT = Keop

signature within border
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fRack of Formy

IMSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS

Your vole is personal - complete the halloil papers yoursell and in privale. 1I' you
need help you can contact me (Esert costact details of the conyfituesncy returning
officer or a member of his sauff).

Electoral [eaud is a crime. You musl nol vole using a ballol paper that is nol
addressed (0 vou. You must nol interfere with another voler's balloi paper.

I Yo hepve three Dallor papars o i e case of a consritnernoe baller paper and o rgawnnd
Fadloof peper which ore prived on fhe same sheer of paper, regloce with "I hove feee voting sheets, o
Sortiish Parfiemion! shee! cologred [inaer! colowrsy! on which beo balfo pagers are printed. For have
A wotes i et sheer. T also e o Locad Olovermnend dollot poper cofeareT wlite. Vea lnine
sk Vit vk et Bollod papes )

2. Vo ooly ome on each ballor paper. On the Scottsh Parlismernt repional ballot paper
ool Jimsent coloue] s Tor o parly or individoeal candidate by oosekdng o corss (23 i the oy
appasite the mam of the marly ot comehidale vou are voding Tor, Ca (he Seatlish Parliamend comsliioeney
ballot papwer coloured Tinsert colowr] vtz for a candidane by marking a ctoss (35 in the bov opposits the
mne of thal canlidare,

AR s pire case o o constaleroy falial poper v g el Sallol paper whickn are peailicd o e
sane sieel af peger, reploce wirl

.

2 The Neottish Paeliorent paper s twe colimiy omn (L eaah g oifferent coleans L ele ol o
e ety e aaediviainal conelidote i e regional pallor oo the flusort codovr] port of Bre slaer Tode
b onsrieng i erons LY in e bor opposite the oo of The poeiy ve comidicon: vor e voring S Dote
onhvaiee Iop o copdiciade n (e consfitiiency Balicd cm e fhaserd coluw ) pavt of the sieve Cgaing 1rte
By peepkiieg o cresy (X0 B e bur upposite the nome ef el canddate, 7)

3, Cm o the Tocal Government ballor paper colomred white vou vote using nbers,  Put the
oumbrer 1 in the bas nead 10 the game of the sandidate wh is your lest cheoice. dwen pot 2 in the box
nesl b e wmne ol e candidide wlur 1 v our seeend cloice. 3 i e o mext e ponr ord clukee, 4 n
Thes T vext for v Fourth chodes and so o, Yo canmind as ey chotoes a8 yowisl

1, Thy nat ot amy other manlss an the ballot papers or ¥our votes mag nat count

5 e seoretly T you nezd help B volg, amvong whe blps wou st ol kD gthers Tow voo
Lunve vated.

i, Pt all e “hoth ™, ag apoecpeiates the ballor papers in the small emrelope mardked “A™ and

seal it Lhen put the covelope macked "A” wepaiber wih the postal voung stacment. o the larper
cuvelops wartked “B7. et the emvclopes withoot delay. The Ballad papers sl e received ol
office not later than the close of poll. A Nezmativehy, the ballot papers can be delwered to o polling
slaleom il this constimensy en polling day . wd o 10 pan

7 1T vou gt e Lhao one ballo paper of 1he same colowr by accident then use just one of ecach
colomr, Please wincialxer it il i ezl w vols wore Jum ouce 0 the sime clecion funless von e
voting for comeone else - by prova),

&, At this FAcction you canmot wote in person at a polling station

2, T yow wgleg o mastake oneg ballol paper, or lose a Ballol puper or D reunm crvelopes you wm
asly for replacements.  You should ask as spon as possible.  There 1s not much tme for new ballox
papers 10 b seol 1oy Felucned amd comned Yoo will meed wy return Sverething von Tive wocivied
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Lrom me (eacepl any g you bave losth, lems you shwould retorn © yow bave e iclocds all ballo
prprers, the postal yutimg staemenl and Me eovelopes medoed =A% and "5,

10 I can issue replacement ballol papers iC vou ask me lor them wpy 2 5 oo pollog day, but
unless | reeei e yonr Tegques! by 5 prooon the day belore polling day 1 can only issue replaceients 10
von visit nny office, with evidence of your identity,

11. For eplacement papers, o i vou need Torthes hedp, please eing (oser ielephons aumber) or
critlzs! ey olTice du iase addness).
FORM ¥
POSTATL VOTING STATEWENT

SCOLTTISH PARLIAMENT ELECTION which is taken with a Local Government clection BLT
the proceedings on the issue amil receipt of postal ballor papers in cespect of cach election ane
NOT taken together

(Feoom. ol Foon

EROICT S TUIWG L e Bl paaper Mos. .
Fllerrning CNEcer o fiver! e Bt o whers Dallel popoees senb ioan aimsnseatss sleclor)

|otber idenly ing mark|

Y ou must provide your [#signamre and | duate of birth. 1 vou do oet, the postal voting
scatement will be invalid and voor voce will not connt.

L AR THE PLERSON 10 WHOM THE BALLOL PAPUEGS) NUMBERLD ABOVE WASS LR
HEXT

Dawolbirth | : |53 [ ¢ |7 ] (veter’s daie of birih)

{volar's signalure)

S Ea LAPORTANT  Keep

FSlenaluis His

signafirs within border

mifedienfe CFficer to ondt where o porson s beerr sramted o woiver)

PLEASE READ THE INSTRIUICTIONS ON THE BACK OF THIS FORM
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(ks of Form)

TNETRUCTTONS TO VO TERS

Your ¥ote is personal - complete the ballot paper{s) yoursclf and in private. 1f
vou need help yow can contact me (frserf contact details of the constifuency
perrning officer ar o member of liis sraff).

Electoral Crand is a crime. You muost nol vede using a hallol paper dhad is nod
addressed to you. Yon must not interfere with another voter's ballot paper.

1. Tlus stareimerst relates to the ballot papers) for the Scotrish Parliament election only. ¥ ou will
receive yonr Jocal govermoent clechion papers and istnelions separilely . [ von do ot receive theo
s, plouse comac e,

2% You levve two lallon pupews. o0r, in the case ol a consilnevey ballol paper ind o regionil
hallar paper which are printed on the saome sheer of paper, replaze with ~I'here are o colomng on the
sheel of paper sen Lo vou, each A dlorsm colour, Vo soce [or 8 party of ide-idual candelate in the
regiome] Baller o the [imsert colowr] pr ol the sheel. Yole owce for g cmdidate in e consilnency
biallot on the [insert coloyr| part of the sheet,

3 Vote onlv onge o each ballot paper, (Or, in the case of o constimency ballot paper and o
repional ballot paper which ae peinted on the same sheol ol paper. replace wilh “Vow only onee oo
cach parl of the sheel™) Vol By iarkivg o cross (20 100 e hox oppesile he vame ol e parly o1
candidate you ae voring far - Do not put amy other marls on the ballot paper’s) {or “on the sheet”, a5
the case may bel or vouT votes may not connt,

4. vote secietly. I vou peed halp to vote, amcong who helps you omst not tell others how vou
Tusve vuled.

5 Put the ballel paper(s) o te small covelope racked ~A7 and weal it "Then pul the covelope
maked AT ngether wilh the posial vodbg stalement, o the Trger envelope merked “B7. Retoon e
envelopes withowt delyy, 1T'he ballot papans) most be received at nny offica not Liter than the zlose of
poll Alcrnauyely. the ballol paperfs) can be deliverd © any polling stalion  this consuiucncy ol
rolling div, np e 10 paw

0. [y gel o Dum one (28 vech, oy appropeiaiey bidlol paper, by accidenl. thew nse just ons
(el s appropeioe), Please remember that it is ilega] fo vote more than once in the sgme elaction
{undcss vou are voling Lor someons alss - by proxy.

-

A7 this elagtion som cannot vore in person at a poelling station.

H, Tf von make & mistale on g ballot paper, ar lose a ballot paper or the retum emvelopes you can
ask Lor replacements. Yoo should ask 23 soon as possible. ‘Thers is ool moch tome Lo 3 new ballod
pipet 1o be seml o yon rehnmed aud conwted. Yo will need 1o renme cserything von ave reeciy od
from me Jgxcept amthing vou hasre lost), Ttems vou should vemrn if you have them include all ballo
papers, e postal voting statcmen and (e covelopes maded A7 and 137

4. L can issue anotwr ballal paper if you ask me Dog ol up w5 pm oo polling day, but undess 1
receivi your ryuest by 3 prooon Qe day Belome polling day 1 oo only dssue smether badla papaer i ron
vigit my offise, with evidence of vour identfity,

11 For replacemenl gapers, or i vou neizl Nomther help, please ring (nser welephomg vaanbae gr
ootact oy offlce af (insen address).

(* If the Scofrish Parliamenrary poll relares cmdy fo fitling a voconey in the sear af a
cortstiierey member. ot faxtrnction 2 amd v fsiraction 3 omil the words Uom each
batfon pajrer 7 aed Tpariv or )

23



Document Generated: 2023-07-21
Draft Legislation: This is a draft item of legislation. This draft has since been made as a UK
Statutory Instrument: The Scottish Parliament (Elections etc.) (Amendment) Order 2008 No. 307

Form W: STATEMENT AS TO POSTAL BALLOT PAPERS

ConstilueneyRegion: o Dateol Pall oo

A Favue of persiald ballen pepers D, Wimber E, Numbuer
coustitucucy rogion

1. Tatal munbear of postal hallot papers issued

under paragraph 7 of Schedule 4

L

‘Latal number of postal ballat papers issued
under paragraph 13 of Schedule 4 {spadlt and
retumed for camesllation) and paragraph 14 of
sehedule 4 (osr or not received)

3 Total auriber ol poztal hallot papers cancelled
under paragraph 22 of chedule 4 (e the
first ballct papcr was cancelled and retneved)

a4, Tatal number of postal ballol papers issucd (1 Lo
3
B (1) Receips of ased replacemen pasiol Aallal papee D MNonber E. MNumbuer
coustitucucy ropion
3 Muwnber ol covering envelopes received b the

constimency remuming officer o ar a polling,
slaton before the clse of poll {exchiding any
undelivered or reiamed uneder sub-

paragraph 130 {spoild), paragvaph 1401 (last)
and paragrapl 22 {cancelled ballot papersy ol
Schedulz 4)

{0, Mumber of covenng envelopeas received by the
constituency renuming officer atter the close of
poll, exeludimg any relumed as wndehivered

7. Number of pestal ballot papers returned spoult
G canceMalnn i tim Tor another ballol paper
tor b izsurd

8 Mumber ol postal ballot papees replaced as lozt
o not reccived, but not returned [or cancallation

4, Mumber of postal ballot papers cancellad and
vemevad in lme for anether ballod papar 1o be
1sEug

[}, MNumber of postal ballol papers retwmied as
wpail] too late Tor gnether ballay paper o be
issuad

11 Muniber of covering envelopes retumed as
undelivercd (up to the 1ikh day aficr the date of
poll)

2 MNumber of coverme crvelopes mol roceived by
the comagtitueney relnmmg offiger (b the

10th day alter the date ol poll)

13, Tatal munbers 5 ta 12 (this should be the same
as that in 4 above)
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Bi2). Receim of posici tralfor papers — Persoi!d D. Mumhber L. NMuilwer
Lfertitiers constitneney roglon
14, Number of coverimg envelopos sel asde for Lhe

venficaion of persomal denufiers on postal
voling slalemenis

5. Nimber of postal voring srarcments nol subjeer
to verification procedures rejected as not
completed (excluding prior cancellations)

16, Number of postal woting statcments subjcet to
vernficanen procedure ropected as o conpleted
{oacluding prior cancellationa)

17 Nuuber ol postal vobing statements rejected
[ellowing verlcation proceduras dus to the
personal identitiers an the postal ¥oting
slaloment nol madching Lhose m the pursonal
wWenlificry reeond {wecluding pror cameellanong)

L Count af posiad ballod popers D. Mumhber L. NMunilwer
constitusney (T4 Ta NN
1. Number of hallot papers retammed by postal
vorlers which wers meludod 1 the count of
ballin papors
|4, Somber of cases mowhich o coverng enyelope

or 115 contentd wers marked “Ryjeetad™
(cancellations under paragraphs 13, 14 and 22
of Schedule 4 are not rejecnons and should be
ncluded in tems 2.3.7 and @ above)

Dale . Sgoed
Constitnency Returning Officer

Addross |

NOTE

‘L'his stateinem is sent to the Shedff Clede A copy mmst be sent to the Secretury of Stae and to the
Clectoral Conunission. during A period of 5 days stading 10 days aller The day of the poll
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FORM ¥

POSTAT. VOTTSG STATEMENT FOT A TOSTAL VOTE AT LOCAT. GOVERNMENT
LELECTION which is taken wilh the Scaitish Parlianient eleciion and where the procecdings on
the isgue and voceipt of pestal ballot papers in cespect of cach cleetion are e taleen tegether

(From of Forn)
POSTAL VOTING STATEMENT

You must fill in this form and =end it bacli with the ballot peaper.

EROIET S IS, e e e e, Ballat paper number ... ... .. ...
*{WRgrprerivgs Ciicsr To fasert rne hul ool whers ballor papers sent g0 i anomimens elector)

[oLher identily ing, mar, |

Yon must provide yoor [#ignature and | date of birth, I you do not, the postal votings
wtatement will be invalid gnd your yvote will not connt,

T AM TITE PERRSOA TOWITOM TTTE. BALTLOT FPATERE NTVEERET ABOVE WERE SENT

Date of birth | B y Cvoler's dale of birth)
(voter's signatunc)
dSlanaluts Rhpeny s Hoew IMPORTANT - Keap

sionalube willun border

Sifeturning Ciiver i eorid where o peevacs hos bees geosied o W)

Electoral fraud is a crime. You must nol vole using a ballot paper that is not addressed
Lo you o interfere with another vater's halloi paper.

PLEASE BREAD THE NS TRLUCTIONS ONTHLE BACK OF THIS FORM
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Your vouwe is personal — compleie the hallol paper yoursell and in private. T you neald help
¥ou can conLact me {iasest coptect details of the constituency returming officer or o memher of

frew stonff)

I, This postal votimg statement relates to the ballot papers for the local povernment election only,
At g eloction, the pestal vols Lor s Scollisl Parliament poll s boing Gaken separalcly. You
will recoive your Scollish Parliamanl papors and islruclions separalely. 1 you do ned recsive
izn soon, ploass conlasl me.

On the ballot paper number the candidates in order of wour choice. Do not wote using a cross.
Pur the numbar 1 in the bore next 1o the nome of the condidare wha g your tirst chaice. then
put 2 in the bow next to the narme of the candidate wha is vour sscond chaice, 3 inths hox nevt
1o vour urd cheice. 4 1o the box nexd 1o vour [ourlly clioies and s0 oo, You can mark ag nians
cholced az vou wisll 1 vou nedd help bom domeone Lo conylele the ballol papet. they s
nol lell anvone who vou have voled Cor,

_I\-J

Y

D ol pul awy ether marks oo the ballot papsr. Wy ou do, your vols may ool counl.

4. PPut the ballot paper in the envelope marked A and seal it. "Then put this envelope together
with the postal voting statement n the larper envelope marked B and seal it Post the
cavelops back quichly. The balled paper nusl be reccived b nic ool ladar than the close of
poll I omay be posied Lo me balore polling day or delivered bs hand 1o angs polling stolion in
s losal authority area on pellong dav boloee the pell eloses.

5 Ifvou eet more than one hallat paper, by accident, then just use cne. Remember that it is an
cttence to vote more than once in the same glection [unless you are vohing tor someong glse -
by provy)

i, Remember, of you have reecived a postal vote vou cannat vote m porsan at the palhing station
cven if vou have in vour ngme an official pall card, an offical postal poll ead, an official pall
ciwd 1ssued 1o the peoxy of an eleclor or an ollicial pestal pell card issued 1o the proay ol an
elector. 10 sou arg voning, you must ness e ballod paper sent 1o yow. Y our postal vole can be
handed rto ans polling station it the lecal avthority area on pelling day befors the poll closes.

-~

If vom malee a mistake on the ballot paper vou can ask me for anather one up wntil 3 pm an the
dav before polling day You will need to return eversthing sou have recarved (ballot paper,
poslal voling slolamenl and the aovalopoe). You should do this sirighloway ag there i oot
wnush e Ler a new ballal paper 10 e sont 1o sou, raluensd and counted.

& IMvou lose the ballol paper, postal voung slalemenl o accompanying cnvelopes, by the Lhird
dav before the day of tha poll, you may apply to me tar a replacement ballet paper up until
Spm oon the dov before palling day Yo will be reqoined o povide evidence of wour
identity

9, I you want to apply for a replagement ballot paper after 3 pmoan the day before polling day
and up w 5 pm oan palling day, ¥ou must do so 0 person at the address shown above You
will be requived 1o provide e idence ol wdentils

REMINIIER

L. TTave you remembered o prinl vour nume on the postal yoling slatement, add vour dale of
Lirth eond sigen n?

2. [Mave vou pul vour ballel papzr w the envelope A and scaled i!

el

Have vou put ernvelops A toecther svith the postal vofing statement inte envzlops B and scaled
oy

1L
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4. You nwsl mabe gure that vou sond vour postal vole o me or deliver i 1o Qe polling #lalion
helore the closc ol poll al 10 po on (inser? dote ).

If twior or mare postal vote envelopes have been delivered to vour address  please make sure that
the correct docnments are in the correct remun envelope.

EXPLANATORY NOTE
(This note is not part of the Order)

This Order makes amendments to the Scottish Parliament (Elections etc.) Order 2007 (S.1.2007/937
(S.3) (“the Conduct Order”).

In the main, this Order implements changes made by the Electoral Administration Act 2006, which
(amongst other matters) provided for enhanced anti-fraud measures. These include the introduction,
by section 14 of the 2006 Act, of a requirement that persons wishing to vote by post, by proxy or by
postal proxy must provide their signature and date of birth when applying.

Article 2 makes consequential amendments to interpretation provisions in the 2007 Order.

Articles 3, 4 and 6 make provision for the supply of signatures and dates of birth in connection with
absent voting applications. These provisions mirror changes introduced for Parliamentary elections
by section 14 of the Electoral Administration Act 2006.

Article 5 makes a consequential change to article 11 of the Conduct Order, to preserve an existing
requirement for applications under that article to be signed by the applicant.

It is already an offence to make a false statement in connection with an application for a postal or
proxy vote. Article 7 clarifies that the provision of false information in such connection is also an
offence.

Article 8 provides that a postal ballot paper is not duly returned if accompanied by a postal voting
statement which lacks the date of birth of the elector or proxy, nor is it duly returned if on verification
the date of birth or signature is not acceptable.

Article 9 deals with circumstances where a person is entitled to a waiver from the requirement to
provide a signature. It also updates the requirements as to how an application for an absent vote
must be presented, to take account of these requirements and to allow for electronic scanning on
a consistent basis.

Article 10 specifies that the registration officer may satisfy himself or herself as to the authenticity
of the personal identifiers provided by using other records that he or she is entitled to inspect. It also
allows further enquiry where an exemption is sought from the obligation to provide a signature and
enables a person to update the signature held by a registration officer.

Article 11 provides that fresh signatures are to be required by every fifth anniversary of a person
being recorded as a postal voter, proxy voter or postal proxy voter.

Article 12 inserts new paragraph 12A into Schedule 3 to the 2007 Order. This specifies the contents
ofthe record of personal identifiers that the registration officer must keep and provide to constituency
returning officers for use at elections. It also provides for the use of signatures, and in particular for
the provision of records for use at elections.
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Articles 13 and 17 make provision for two receptacles that are required in consequence of the new
procedures.

Article 14 provides that following receipt of postal ballot papers at least a fifth of the returned postal
votes must be set aside for personal identifier checks, and article 16 inserts new paragraphs 20A and
20B into Schedule 4 to the 2007 Order, to specify the procedure for verifying the personal identifiers
provided in postal voting statements.

Article 18 substitutes a new Form W, which collects relevant statistics on postal ballot papers. The
new form is designed to collect information relating to the verification procedures in connection
with personal identifiers. Other forms have also been updated so that they take account of the use of
personal identifiers and provide relevant information to voters.

Part 3 of the Order makes transitional arrangements in consequence of the requirement for applicants
for proxy or postal voting to provide personal identifiers (a signature and date of birth). Article 20
provides that no applications without personal identifiers shall be granted from the date that the new
provisions commence. The following arrangements provide for the capture of the personal identifiers
of those who are existing absent voters.

Article 21 requires a registration officer to send a written notice to all existing absent voters
whose records do not contain personal identifiers, requiring that they supply the required personal
identifiers. An absent voter will have a period of six weeks within which to respond. Where no
response is received within the first three weeks, the registration officer is required to send a copy
of the notice to the absent voter.

Article 22 specifies the information that must be included in the notice sent to existing absent voters
together with the information that must be included with the notice or copy of the notice.

Article 23 requires the registration officer to determine whether an absent voter has failed or refused
to provide the required personal identifiers. It also allows for continuation of an existing exemption
from the requirement for a signature if the absent voter is disabled, unable to read or write, or unable
to sign consistently for either of these reasons.

Article 24 specifies the consequences of a refusal or failure to provide the required personal
identifiers. An existing absent voter will cease to be entitled to vote by post, by proxy or by post as
proxy and any entry relating to the absent voter in the absent voting records must be removed. The
registration officer must notify the absent voter and provide him or her with information explaining
the effect of the removal of the entry and reminding him or her of the ability to make a fresh
application for an absent vote under article 9, 10 or 12 of the Conduct Order (which application will
require to be accompanied by the personal identifiers).

Part 4 makes miscellaneous amendments to the Conduct Order.

Article 25 amends a reference to “the absent voter list”, to remove any uncertainty, as there are now
three special lists of postal or proxy voters at each Scottish Parliamentary election.

Article 26 amends some wording in Schedule 2, for stylistic consistency and to avoid potential for
confusion.

Article 27 corrects two paragraph references in Schedule 5.
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