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Nuclear Installations Act 1965
1965 CHAPTER 57

MISCELLANEOUS AND GENERAL

[F122 Reporting of and inquiries into dangerous occurrences

(1) The provisions of this section apply where any prescribed occurrence happens—
(a) on a licensed site, or
(b) in the course of the carriage of nuclear matter on behalf of any person where

a duty with respect to that carriage is imposed on that person by section 7,
10 or 11 of this Act.

(2) The licensee or other person mentioned in subsection (1) must ensure that the
occurrence is reported without delay in the prescribed manner—

(a) to the appropriate national authority, and
(b) to such other persons, if any, as may be prescribed in relation to occurrences

of that kind.

(3) A person who is required by virtue of subsection (2) to report an occurrence and who
fails to do so is guilty of an offence.

[F2(3A) person convicted of an offence under subsection (3) in England and Wales is liable—
(a) on conviction on indictment to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 2 years,

or a fine, or both;
(b) on summary conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding the general

limit in a magistrates’ court, or a fine, or both.]

(4) A person convicted of an offence under subsection (3) in F3... or Scotland is liable—
(a) on conviction on indictment to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 2 years,

or a fine, or both;
(b) on summary conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 months,

F4... or a fine not exceeding £20,000 F5..., or both.
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(5) A person convicted of an offence under subsection (3) in Northern Ireland is liable on
summary conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 3 months, or a fine not
exceeding level 3 on the standard scale, or both.

(6) In relation to an offence committed before [F62 May 2022], the reference to [F7the
general limit in a magistrates’ court] in subsection [F8(3A)(b)], as it has effect in
England and Wales, is to be read as a reference to 6 months.

(7) Before exercising any function under subsection (1) or (2) in or as regards Scotland,
the Secretary of State must consult the Scottish Ministers.

(8) Subsections (9) to (11) have effect only in relation to a prescribed occurrence which
happens in Northern Ireland.

(9) The Secretary of State—
(a) may direct an inspector to make a special report with respect to the occurrence,

and
(b) may cause any such report, or so much of it as it is not in the Secretary of

State's opinion inconsistent with the interests of national security to disclose,
to be made public at such time and in such manner as the Secretary of State
considers appropriate.

(10) The Secretary of State may direct an inquiry to be held into the occurrence and its
causes, circumstances and effects.

(11) Any such inquiry must be held—
(a) in accordance with the provisions of Schedule 2 to this Act, and
(b) in public, except where or to the extent that it appears to the Secretary of State

expedient in the interests of national security to direct otherwise.]
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