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Justices of the Peace Act 1979
1979 CHAPTER 55

PART III

INNER LONDON AREA

Provisions relating to committee of magistrates

35 Committee of magistrates for inner London area

(1) No magistrates' courts committee shall be set up under Part II of this Act for the inner
London area, but instead there shall continue to be a committee (to be known as the
" committee of magistrates ") set up for that area in accordance with the following
provisions of this Part of this Act, with such functions in relation to—•

(a) the division of that area into petty sessional divisions;
(b) the employment of clerks and other officers ;
(c) the division of work between the metropolitan stipendiary magistrates and lay

justices ;
(d) the provision of courses of instruction for justices; and
(e) other matters of a financial or administrative character,

as are or may be provided by or under this Act or as the committee may be authorised
by the Secretary of State to undertake.

(2) The chief metropolitan stipendiary magistrate shall by virtue of his office be a member
of the committee of magistrates.

(3) In addition to the chief metropolitan stipendiary magistrate, the committee of
magistrates shall consist of the following members, that is to say—

(a) one lay justice chosen from amongst themselves by the lay justices for each
petty sessional division;

(b) three members of the juvenile court panel for the inner London area and the
City of London, chosen jointly by the members of that panel and by any
chairmen of juvenile courts for that area and the City who are not members
of that panel; and
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(c) such number of metropolitan stipendiary magistrates nominated by the chief
metropolitan stipendiary magistrate as is equal to the total number of members
required to be chosen under paragraphs (a) and (b) above.

(4) The members of the committee of magistrates who are chosen or nominated under
subsection (3) above shall hold office as such for the period of one year beginning on
such date as the Secretary of State may direct, but may again be chosen or nominated
as members of the committee.

(5) There shall be a chairman, a vice-chairman and deputy chairman of the committee of
magistrates ; and—

(a) the chief metropolitan stipendiary magistrate shall be the chairman;
(b) a metropolitan stipendiary magistrate chosen from amongst the members of

the committee by the chief metropolitan stipendiary magistrate shall be vice-
chairman ; and

(c) a person chosen from amongst themselves by the lay justices who are
members of the committee shall be the deputy chairman.

(6) Section 22 of this Act, with the exception of—
(a) so much of subsection (1) as relates to the chairman of a magistrates' courts

committee ; and
(b) subsection (3),

shall apply to the committee of magistrates as it applies to a magistrates' courts
committee.


