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Magistrates’ Courts Act 1980
1980 CHAPTER 43

PART II

CIVIL JURISDICTION AND PROCEDURE

Domestic proceedings

F165 Meaning of domestic proceedings.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F1 Ss. 65-67 omitted (22.4.2014) by virtue of Crime and Courts Act 2013 (c. 22), s. 61(3), Sch. 10 para.

48; S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(d) (with art. 3) (with transitional provisions and savings in S.I. 2014/956, arts.
3-11)

F165A Meaning of family procedure rules

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F1 Ss. 65-67 omitted (22.4.2014) by virtue of Crime and Courts Act 2013 (c. 22), s. 61(3), Sch. 10 para.

48; S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(d) (with art. 3) (with transitional provisions and savings in S.I. 2014/956, arts.
3-11)

F166 Composition of magistrates’ courts for family proceedings: general.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Textual Amendments
F1 Ss. 65-67 omitted (22.4.2014) by virtue of Crime and Courts Act 2013 (c. 22), s. 61(3), Sch. 10 para.

48; S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(d) (with art. 3) (with transitional provisions and savings in S.I. 2014/956, arts.
3-11)

F167 Family proceedings courts.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F1 Ss. 65-67 omitted (22.4.2014) by virtue of Crime and Courts Act 2013 (c. 22), s. 61(3), Sch. 10 para.

48; S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(d) (with art. 3) (with transitional provisions and savings in S.I. 2014/956, arts.
3-11)

68 Combined domestic court panels.
F2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F2 S. 68 repealed (1.4.2005) by Courts Act 2003 (c. 39), ss. 49(2), 109(3), 110, Sch. 10; S.I. 2005/910,

art. 3(r)(aa)

F368A Power of the magistrates’ court to order disclosure of documents, inspection of
property etc. in family proceedings

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F3 S. 68A omitted (22.4.2014) by virtue of Crime and Courts Act 2013 (c. 22), s. 61(3), Sch. 10 para.

48; S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(d) (with art. 3) (with transitional provisions and savings in S.I. 2014/956, arts.
3-11)

F469 Sittings of magistrates’ courts for domestic proceedings.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F4 S. 69 omitted (22.4.2014) by virtue of Crime and Courts Act 2013 (c. 22), s. 61(3), Sch. 10 para. 48;

S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(d) (with art. 3) (with transitional provisions and savings in S.I. 2014/956, arts.
3-11)
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F570 Jurisdiction of magistrates’ courts in inner London for domestic proceedings.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F5 S. 70 omitted (22.4.2014) by virtue of Crime and Courts Act 2013 (c. 22), s. 61(3), Sch. 10 para. 48;

S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(d) (with art. 3) (with transitional provisions and savings in S.I. 2014/956, arts.
3-11)

F671 Newspaper reports of domestic proceedings.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F6 S. 71 omitted (22.4.2014) by virtue of Crime and Courts Act 2013 (c. 22), s. 61(3), Sch. 10 para. 48;

S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(d) (with art. 3) (with transitional provisions and savings in S.I. 2014/956, arts.
3-11)

F772 Report by probation officer on means of parties.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F7 S. 72 repealed (1.4.2001) by 2000 c. 43, ss. 74, 75, Sch. 7 Pt. II para. 61, Sch. 8; S.I. 2001/919, art.

2(f)(ii)

F873 Examination of witnesses by court.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F8 S. 73 omitted (22.4.2014) by virtue of Crime and Courts Act 2013 (c. 22), s. 61(3), Sch. 10 para. 48;

S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(d) (with art. 3) (with transitional provisions and savings in S.I. 2014/956, arts.
3-11)

F974 Reasons for decisions in domestic proceedings.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F9 S. 74 omitted (22.4.2014) by virtue of Crime and Courts Act 2013 (c. 22), s. 61(3), Sch. 10 para. 48;

S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(d) (with art. 3) (with transitional provisions and savings in S.I. 2014/956, arts.
3-11)
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
– Act applied by 2017 anaw 2 Sch. 3 para. 18(5)
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 1(6A) inserted by 2003 c. 44 Sch. 36 para. 8(5)
– s. 1(6A) words substituted by 2015 c. 2 Sch. 11 para. 3(4) (Effect not applied as (6A)

was only inserted prospectively.)
– s. 1(7A) inserted by 2003 c. 44 Sch. 36 para. 8(6)
– s. 12(2A) inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 4(3)
– s. 12(5A)-(5F) inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 4(6)
– s. 17A(1A) inserted by 2022 c. 35 Sch. 2 para. 6(2)(b)
– s. 17B(1A)-(1F) substituted for s. 17B(1) by 2022 c. 35 s. 9(2)(b)
– s. 17B(5) inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 9(2)(d)
– s. 17BA inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 7
– s. 17ZA-17ZC inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 6(2)
– s. 18(1)-(1B) substituted for s. 18(1) by 2022 c. 35 Sch. 2 para. 6(7)(a)
– s. 18(4A)(4B) inserted by 2022 c. 35 Sch. 2 para. 6(7)(b)
– s. 18(6) inserted by 2022 c. 35 Sch. 2 para. 6(7)(c)
– s. 20(7A)(7B) inserted by 2022 c. 35 Sch. 2 para. 6(8)(c)
– s. 22(2A)-(2E) inserted by 2022 c. 35 Sch. 2 para. 6(9)(a)
– s. 22A(1A)-(1E) inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 6(3)(b)
– s. 23(1A)-(1G) substituted for s. 23(1) by 2022 c. 35 s. 9(4)(b)
– s. 23(4A)(4B) inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 9(4)(d)
– s. 24A(1A) inserted by 2022 c. 35 Sch. 2 para. 6(11)(b)
– s. 24BA inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 9(5)
– s. 24ZA24ZB inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 8
– s. 75A inserted by 2013 c. 22 s. 26(1)
– s. 85(5) inserted by 2013 c. 22 s. 26(4)
– s. 139A inserted by 2013 c. 22 s. 26(6)
– s. 145(1A) inserted by 2010 c. 26 Sch. 3 para. 8(3) (This amendment not applied to

legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 3 Pt. 2 repealed (4.9.2013) without ever being in force by
2013 c. 22, s. 17(4) ; S.I. 2013/2200 art. 2(a))

– s. 145(1A) repealed by 2010 c. 26 Sch. 4 Pt. 2 (This amendment not applied to
legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 4 Pt. 2 repealed (4.9.2013) without ever being in force by
2013 c. 22, s. 17(4) ; S.I. 2013/2200 art. 2(a))

– Sch. 6A (entry) by 2000 c. 43 Sch. 7 para. 69
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