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51

Magistrates’ Courts Act 1980

1980 CHAPTER 43

PART I1

CIVIL JURISDICTION AND PROCEDURE

Jurisdiction to issue summons and deal with complaints

Issue of summons on complaint.

Subject to the provisions of this Act, where a complaint is made to a justice of the
peace acting for any petty sessions area upon which a magistrates’ court acting for that
area has power to make an order against any person, the justice may issue a summons
directed to that person requiring him to appear before a magistrates’ court acting for
that area to answer to the complaint.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)

52

S. 51 applied (with modifications) (1.4.1997) by S.1. 1997/704, rule 5(2)(3)(4)(a)

Jurisdiction to deal with complaints.

Where no express provision is made by any Act or the rules specifying what
magistrates’ courts shall have jurisdiction to hear a complaint, a magistrates’ court
shall have such jurisdiction if the complaint relates to anything done within the
commission area for which the court is appointed or anything left undone that ought to
have been done there, or ought to have been done either there or elsewhere, or relates
to any other matter arising within that area.
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