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Highways Act 1980
1980 CHAPTER 66

PART XIV

MISCELLANEOUS AND SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS

Prosecutions, appeals, etc.

312 Restriction on institution of proceedings.

(1) [F1Subject to subsection (3) below, proceedings] for an offence under any provision of
this Act to which this section applies or under byelaws made under any such provision
shall not, without the written consent of the Attorney General, be taken by any person
other than the person aggrieved, or a highway authority or council having an interest
in the enforcement of the provision or byelaws in question.

(2) This section applies to sections 167 and 177 above and to the provisions of this Act
specified in Schedule 22 to this Act.

[F2(3) A constable may take proceedings—
(a) for an offence under paragraph (b) of section 171(6) above; or
(b) for an offence under paragraph (c) of that subsection consisting of failure to

perform a duty imposed by section 171(5)(a) above; or
(c) for an offence under section 174 above,

without the consent of the Attorney General.]

Textual Amendments
F1 Words substituted by Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 (c. 30, SIF 81:1), s.

21(2)(a)
F2 S. 312(3) inserted by Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 (c. 30, SIF 81:1), s.

21(2)(b)
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Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 312 applied (1.11.1991) by New Roads and Street Works Act 1991 (c. 22, SIF 59, 108), s. 25(1)(2);

S.I. 1991/2288, art. 3, Sch.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/22/section/25/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1991/2288
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1991/2288/article/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1991/2288/schedule
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 79(15)(aa) inserted by 2023 asc 3 Sch. 13 para. 54(b)
– s. 90B(1A) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 10 para. 15(3)
– s. 90C(2)(2A) substituted for s. 90C(2) by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 10 para. 16(3)
– s. 90FA inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 10 para. 20
– s. 118ZA(5)(a) words inserted by 2015 c. 20 s. 25(3)
– s. 120(3ZA) inserted by 2000 c. 37 Sch. 6 para. 13(6)
– s. 121E(1A)(1B) inserted by 2015 c. 20 s. 23(5)
– s. 146(6) inserted by 2015 c. 20 s. 24(6)(d)
– s. 147(1A) inserted by 2015 c. 20 s. 24(3)
– s. 147(5A) inserted by 2015 c. 20 s. 24(5)
– s. 203(2)(b)(ia) inserted by S.I. 2023/908 reg. 6(2)(b)
– s. 219(1)(a)(i)(ii) inserted by S.I. 2023/908 reg. 6(3)
– s. 220(1A) inserted by S.I. 2023/908 reg. 6(4)(b)
– s. 223(1A) inserted by S.I. 2023/908 reg. 6(5)(b)
– s. 223(5A) inserted by S.I. 2023/908 reg. 6(5)(d)
– s. 223(5B)-(6) s. 223(6) renumbered as s. 223(5B)(6) by S.I. 2023/908 reg. 6(5)(e)
– s. 322(5)(ab) inserted by 2004 c. 18 s. 64(2)
– s. 325(2B) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 10 para. 21
– s. 337(c) inserted by 2024 asc 3 Sch. 3 para. 2(10)(b)
– Sch. 6 para. 1(3ZA) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 7 para. 8(2)(b)
– Sch. 6 para. 2(2ZA)-(2ZE) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 7 para. 8(3)
– Sch. 6 para. 2(4) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 7 para. 8(4)
– Sch. 6 para. 2(5)(6) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 7 para. 8(5)
– Sch. 6 para. 2ZZA inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 7 para. 8(6)
– Sch. 6 para. 4A(2) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 7 para. 8(7)(c)
– Sch. 6 para. 5(ba) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 7 para. 8(8)
– Sch. 6 para. 4A(1) words renumbered as Sch. 6 para. 4A(1) by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 7

para. 8(7)(a)
– Sch. 6 para. 4A(1) words substituted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 7 para. 8(7)(b)
– Sch. 6 Pt. 1 para. 2B(4) inserted by 2015 c. 20 s. 25(6)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asc/2023/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asc/2023/3/schedule/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asc/2023/3/schedule/13/paragraph/54/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/10
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/10/paragraph/15/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/10
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/10/paragraph/16/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/10
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/10/paragraph/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/section/25/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/37
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/37/schedule/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/37/schedule/6/paragraph/13/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/section/23/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/section/24/6/d
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/section/24/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/section/24/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/908
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/908/regulation/6/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/908
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/908/regulation/6/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/908
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/908/regulation/6/4/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/908
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/908/regulation/6/5/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/908
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/908/regulation/6/5/d
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/908
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/908/regulation/6/5/e
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/18
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/18/section/64/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/10
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/10/paragraph/21
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asc/2024/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asc/2024/3/schedule/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asc/2024/3/schedule/3/paragraph/2/10/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7/paragraph/8/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7/paragraph/8/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7/paragraph/8/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7/paragraph/8/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7/paragraph/8/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7/paragraph/8/7/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7/paragraph/8/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7/paragraph/8/7/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7/paragraph/8/7/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/section/25/6

