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Supreme Court Act 1981

1981 CHAPTER 54

PART III
PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE

RULES OF COURT

Power to make rules of court

(1) Rules of court may be made for the purpose of regulating and prescribing the practice
and procedure to be followed in the Supreme Court.

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of subsection (1), the matters about which rules of
court may be made under this section include all matters of practice and procedure in
the Supreme Court which were regulated or prescribed by rules of court immediately
before the commencement of this Act.

(3) No provision of this or any other Act, or contained in any instrument made under any
Act, which—
(a) authorises or requires the making of rules of court about any particular matter
or for any particular purpose; or
(b) provides (in whatever words) that the power to make rules of court under this
section is to include power to make rules about any particular matter or for
any particular purpose,

shall be taken as derogating from the generality of subsection (1).

(4) Rules made under this section shall have effect subject to any special rules for the time
being in force in relation to proceedings in the Supreme Court of any particular kind.

(5) Special rules may, to any extent and with or without modifications, apply any rules
made under this section to proceedings to which the special rules apply; and rules
under this section may, to any extent and with or without modifications, apply any
special rules to proceedings in the Supreme Court to which those special rules would
not otherwise apply.
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(6) Special rules which apply any rules made under this section may apply them as
amended from time to time; and rules under this section which apply any special rules
may apply them as amended from time to time.

(7) No rule which may involve an increase of expenditure out of public funds may be
made under this section except with the concurrence of the Treasury, but the validity of
any rule made under this section shall not be called in question in any proceedings in
any court either by the court or by any party to the proceedings on the ground only that
it was a rule as to the making of which the concurrence of the Treasury was necessary
and that the Treasury did not concur or are not expressed to have concurred.

(8) Rules of court under this section shall be made by statutory instrument subject to
annulment in pursuance of a resolution of either House of Parliament; and the Statutory
Instruments Act 1946 shall apply to a statutory instrument containing such rules in
like manner as if the rules had been made by a Minister of the Crown.

(9) In this section " special rules " means rules applying to proceedings of any particular
kind in the Supreme Court, being rules made by an authority other than the Supreme
Court Rule Committee or the Crown Court Rule Committee under any provision of
this or any other Act which (in whatever words) confers on that authority power to
make rules in relation to proceedings of that kind in the Supreme Court.



