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S C H E D U L E S

SCHEDULE 13 Section 47.

PROVISIONS WITH RESPECT TO THE COUNTRYSIDE COMMISSION

Status

1 The Commission shall be a body corporate.

2 The Commission shall not be regarded as the servant or agent of the Crown, or as
enjoying any status, immunity or priviledge of the Crown; and the Commission’s
property shall not be regarded as property of, or property held on behalf of, the
Crown.

Members

3 (1) The Commission shall consist of a chairman and such number of other members as
the Secretary of State may determine, of whom one may be appointed to be deputy
chairman.

(2) The members of the Commission shall be appointed by the Secretary of State and
shall hold and vacate office in accordance with such terms as may be prescribed by
or under regulations made by the Secretary of State and, on vacating office, shall be
eligible for re-appointment.

(3) Regulations under sub-paragraph (2) shall be made by statutory instrument which
shall be subject to annulment in pursuance of a resolution of either House of
Parliament.

(4) A member may at any time by notice in writing to the Secretary of State resign his
office.

4 (1) The Commission—
(a) shall pay to their members such remuneration and allowances (if any) as the

Secretary of State may, with the approval of the Minister, determine; and
(b) as regards any member in whose case the Secretary of State may, with the

approval of the Minister, so determine, shall pay such pension to or in respect
of him, or make such payments towards the provision of such pension as the
Secretary of State may, with the Minister’s approval, determine.

(2) If a person ceases to be a member of the Commission, and it appears to the Secretary
of State that there are special circumstances which make it right that he should receive
compensation, the Secretary of State may, with the approval of the Minister, require
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the Commission to pay to that person a sum of such amount as the Secretary of State
may, with the Minister’s approval, determine.

Committee for Wales

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
F15

Textual Amendments
F1 Sch. 13 para. 5 repealed (1.4.1991) by Environmental Protection Act 1990 (c. 43, SIF 46:4) s. 162(2),

Sch. 16 Pt. VI; S.I. 1991/685, art. 3

Procedure

6 The procedure (including the quorum) of the Commission shall be such as they
may determine.

7 The validity of any proceeding of the Commission shall not be affected by any
vacancy among the members thereof or by any defect in the appointment of a
member thereof.

Staff

8 (1) The Commission shall appoint—
(a) with the approval of the Secretary of State, a chief officer and
(b) such number of other employees as they may with the approval of the

Secretary of State and the Minister determine.

(2) The Commission shall pay to their employees such remuneration and allowances as
they may with the approval of the Secretary of State and the Minister determine.

(3) In the case of any person to be employed by them on and after the appointed day who
immediately before that day was a civil servant, the Commission shall ensure that,
so long as he is engaged in duties reasonably comparable to those in which he was
engaged immediately before the coming into force of this Schedule, the terms and
conditions of his employment, taken as a whole, are not less favourable than those
which he then enjoyed.

(4) In relation to any person who—
(a) is a civil servant before the appointed day; and
(b) is as from that day employed by the Commission,

[F2Chapter I of Part XIV of the Employment Rights Act 1996] shall have effect as if
his service as a civil servant had been employment under the Commission.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1981/69/schedule/13/paragraph/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1990/43
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1991/685
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1991/685/article/3
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Textual Amendments
F2 Words in Sch. 13 para. 8(4) substituted (22.8.1996) by 1996 c. 18, ss. 240, 243, Sch. 1 para. 16

9 (1) The Commission shall in the case of such of their employees as they may with the
approval of the Secretary of State and the Minister determine,—

(a) pay such pension to or in respect of them;
(b) make such payments towards the provision of such pensions; or
(c) provide and maintain such schemes (whether contributory or not) for the

payment of such pensions,
as they may with the approval of the Secretary of State and the Minister determine.

(2) In this paragraph any reference to the payment of pensions to or in respect of the
Commission’s employees includes a reference to the payment of pensions by way of
compensation to or in respect of any of the Commission’s employees who suffer loss
of office or employment or loss or diminution of emoluments.

10 (1) Employment with the Commission shall be included among the kinds of employment
to which a superannuation scheme under section 1 of the M1Superannuation Act
1972 can apply, and accordingly in Schedule 1 to that Act (in which those kinds of
employment are listed) the words “Countryside Commission” shall be inserted after
the words “Monopolies Commission”.

(2) The Commission shall pay to the Minister at such times in each financial year as
may be determined by the Minister, subject to any directions of the Treasury, sums
of such amounts as he may so determine for the purposes of this paragraph as being
equivalent to the increase during the year of such liabilities of his under the Principal
Civil Service Pension Scheme as are attributable to the provision of pensions to or in
respect of persons who are, or have been, in the service of the Commission in so far
as that increase results from the service of those persons during that financial year
and to the expense to be incurred in administering those pensions.

Marginal Citations
M1 1972 c. 11.

Accounts and report

11 (1) The Commission shall keep proper accounts and other records, and shall prepare for
each financial year a statement of account in such form as the Secretary of State with
the approval of the Treasury may direct and submit those statements of account to
the Secretary of State at such time as he may with the approval of the Treasury direct.

(2) The Secretary of State shall, as respects each financial year, send the Commission’s
statement of accounts to the Comptroller and Auditor General not later than the end
of November following the year.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1981/69/schedule/13/paragraph/8/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/18
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/18/section/240
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/18/section/243
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/18/schedule/1/paragraph/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1972/11
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(3) The Comptroller and Auditor General shall examine, certify and report on the
statement of accounts and lay copies of it, together with his report, before each House
of Parliament.

12 The Commission shall furnish the Secretary of State with such returns, accounts and
other information with respect to their property and activities or proposed activities
as he may from time to time require, and shall afford to the Secretary of State
facilities for the verification of information so furnished and for that purpose permit
any person authorised in that behalf by the Secretary of State to inspect and make
copies of the Commission’s accounts, books, documents or papers and give that
person such explanation of them as he may reasonably require.

13 (1) The Commission shall, as soon as possible after the end of each financial year, make
to the Secretary of State a report on the discharge by them of their functions under
the 1949 Act, the 1968 Act [F3, the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000]and
this Act during that year.

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of sub-paragraph (1), but subject to the provisions
of sub-paragraph (3), the report of the Commission for any year shall include—

(a) a statement of the action taken by the Commission to promote the enjoyment
of the countryside by members of the public who are disabled; and

(b) a record of all questions with which the Commission have been concerned
during that year and which appear to the Commission to be of general public
interest, indicating the purport of any representations or recommendations
made by the Commission with respect thereto, and the conclusions (if any)
reached thereon.

(3) The report of the Commission for any year shall set out any direction given by
the Secretary of State during that year under section 3 of the 1949 Act unless the
Secretary of State has notified to the Commission his opinion that it is against the
interests of national security so to do.

(4) The Secretary of State shall lay a copy of every report of the Commission under this
paragraph before each House of Parliament.

Textual Amendments
F3 Words in Sch. 13 para. 13(1) inserted (1.4.2001 for E. and 1.5.2001 for W.) by 2000 c. 37, s. 46(3), Sch.

4 para. 6; S.I. 2001/114, art. 2(2)(j); S.I. 2001/1410, art. 2(j)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Sch. 13 para. 13(3): Functions transferred (W.) (1.7.1999) by S.I. 1999/672, art. 2, Sch. 1

Land

14 The Commission, for the purpose of providing themselves with office or other
accommodation in connection with the exercise of any of their functions, may, with
the approval of the Secretary of State, acquire land, erect and maintain buildings or

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1981/69/schedule/13/paragraph/13/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/37
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/37/section/46/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/37/schedule/4/paragraph/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/37/schedule/4/paragraph/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/114
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/114/article/2/2/j
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/1410
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/1410/article/2/j
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1981/69/schedule/13/paragraph/13/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1999/672
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1999/672/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1999/672/schedule/1
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other structures thereon, and when the land is no longer required for such purpose,
dispose of it.

15 Any land occupied by the Commission shall, for the purpose of any rate on property,
be treated as if it were property occupied by or on behalf of the Crown for public
purposes.

Interpretation

16 In this Schedule—
“appointed day” means the day appointed for the coming into force of

this Schedule;
“the Commission” means the Countryside Commission;
“financial year” means the period commencing with the appointed day

and ending with 31st March following that day, and each successive period
of twelve months;

“the Minister” means [F4the Treasury];
“pension” includes allowance or gratuity.

Textual Amendments
F4 Words substituted by S.I. 1981/1670, art. 2(1)(c)(d)(2)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1981/1670
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1981/1670/article/2/1/c/d/2


6 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (c. 69)
Document Generated: 2024-09-16

Status: 
Point in time view as at 01/04/2001.

Changes to legislation: 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, SCHEDULE 13 is up to date with all changes known to
be in force on or before 16 September 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force
at a future date. Changes that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with
annotations.


