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Companies Act 1985

1985 CHAPTER 6

PART V

SHARE CAPITAL, ITS INCREASE, MAINTENANCE AND REDUCTION

CHAPTER 1

GENERAL PROVISIONS ABOUT SHARE CAPITAL

117 Public company share capital requirements.

(1) A company registered as a public company on its original incorporation shall not
do business or exercise any borrowing powers unless the registrar of companies has
issued it with a certificate under this section or the company is re-registered as a private
company.

(2) The registrar shall issue a company with such a certificate if, on an application made
to him by the company in the prescribed form, he is satisfied that the nominal value of
the company’s allotted share capital is not less than the authorised minimum, and there
is delivered to him a statutory declaration complying with the following subsection.

(3) The statutory declaration must be in the prescribed form and be signed by a director
or secretary of the company; and it must—

(a) state that the nominal value of the company’s allotted share capital is not less
than the authorised minimum;

(b) specify the amount paid up, at the time of the application, on the allotted share
capital of the company;

(c) specify the amount, or estimated amount, of the company’s preliminary
expenses and the persons by whom any of those expenses have been paid or
are payable; and

(d) specify any amount or benefit paid or given, or intended to be paid or given,
to any promoter of the company, and the consideration for the payment or
benefit.
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(4) For the purposes of subsection (2), a share allotted in pursuance of an employees’
share scheme may not be taken into account in determining the nominal value of the
company’s allotted share capital unless it is paid up at least as to one-quarter of the
nominal value of the share and the whole of any premium on the share.

(5) The registrar may accept a statutory declaration delivered to him under this section as
sufficient evidence of the matters stated in it.

(6) A certificate under this section in respect of a company is conclusive evidence that the
company is entitled to do business and exercise any borrowing powers.

(7) If a company does business or exercises borrowing powers in contravention of this
section, the company and any officer of it who is in default is liable to a fine.

(8) Nothing in this section affects the validity of any transaction entered into by a
company; but, if a company enters into a transaction in contravention of this section
and fails to comply with its obligations in that connection within 21 days from being
called upon to do so, the directors of the company are jointly and severally liable to
indemnify the other party to the transaction in respect of any loss or damage suffered
by him by reason of the company’s failure to comply with those obligations.

The authorised minimum.

(1) In this Act, “the authorised minimum” means £50,000, or such other sum as the
Secretary of State may by order made by statutory instrument specify instead.

(2) An order under this section which increases the authorised minimum may—

(a) require any public company having an allotted share capital of which the
nominal value is less than the amount specified in the order as the authorised
minimum to increase that value to not less than that amount or make
application to be re-registered as a private company;

(b) make, in connection with any such requirement, provision for any of the
matters for which provision is made by this Act relating to a company’s
registration, re-registration or change of name, to payment for any share
comprised in a company’s capital and to offers of shares in or debentures of a
company to the public, including provision as to the consequences (whether
in criminal law or otherwise) of a failure to comply with any requirement of
the order; and

(c) contain such supplemental and transitional provisions as the Secretary of
State thinks appropriate, make different provision for different cases and, in
particular, provide for any provision of the order to come into operation on
different days for different purposes.

(3) An order shall not be made under this section unless a draft of it has been laid before
Parliament and approved by resolution of each House.

Provision for different amounts to be paid on shares.

A company, if so authorised by its articles, may do any one or more of the following
things—
(a) make arrangements on the issue of shares for a difference between the
shareholders in the amounts and times of payment of calls on their shares;



Companies Act 1985 (c. 6) 3
Part V — Share Capital, its Increase, Maintenance and Reduction

Chapter I — General Provisions about Share Capital

Document Generated: 2024-06-05

Status: Point in time view as at 15/07/1992. This version of this part contains provisions that are not valid for this point in time.

Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects
for the Companies Act 1985, Part V. (See end of Document for details)

(b)
(©)

accept from any member the whole or a part of the amount remaining unpaid
on any shares held by him, although no part of that amount has been called up;
pay dividend in proportion to the amount paid up on each share where a larger
amount is paid up on some shares than on others.

120 Reserve liability of limited company.

A limited company may by special resolution determine that any portion of its share
capital which has not been already called up shall not be capable of being called up
except in the event and for the purposes of the company being wound up; and that
portion of its share capital is then not capable of being called up except in that event
and for those purposes.

121 Alteration of share capital (limited companies).

(1) A company limited by shares or a company limited by guarantee and having a share
capital, if so authorised by its articles, may alter the conditions of its memorandum
in any of the following ways.

(2) The company may—

(a) increase its share capital by new shares of such amount as it thinks expedient;

(b) consolidate and divide all or any of its share capital into shares of larger
amount than its existing shares;

(c) convert all or any of its paid-up shares into stock, and re-convert that stock
into paid-up shares of any denomination;

(d) sub-divide its shares, or any of them, into shares of smaller amount than is
fixed by the memorandum (but subject to the following subsection);

(e) cancel shares which, at the date of the passing of the resolution to cancel

them, have not been taken or agreed to be taken by any person, and diminish
the amount of the company’s share capital by the amount of the shares so
cancelled.

(3) In any sub-division under subsection (2)(d) the proportion between the amount paid
and the amount, if any, unpaid on each reduced share must be the same as it was in
the case of the share from which the reduced share is derived.

(4) The powers conferred by this section must be exercised by the company in general
meeting.

(5) A cancellation of shares under this section does not for purposes of this Act constitute
a reduction of share capital.

122 Notice to registrar of alteration.

(1) If a company having a share capital has—

(a)

(b)
(©)
(d)
(e)

consolidated and divided its share capital into shares of larger amount than
its existing shares; or

converted any shares into stock; or
re-converted stock into shares; or
sub-divided its shares or any of them; or
redeemed any redeemable shares; or
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(f) cancelled any shares (otherwise than in connection with a reduction of share
capital under section 135),

it shall within one month after so doing give notice in the prescribed form to the
registrar of companies, specifying (as the case may be) the shares consolidated,
divided, converted, subdivided, redeemed or cancelled, or the stock re-converted.

(2) If default is made in complying with this section, the company and every officer of it
who is in default is liable to a fine and, for continued contravention, to a daily default
fine.

123 Notice to registrar of increased share capital.

(1) If a company having a share capital (whether or not its shares have been converted
into stock) increases its share capital beyond the registered capital, it shall within 15
days after the passing of the resolution authorising the increase, give to the registrar
of companies notice of the increase, and the registrar shall record the increase.

(2) The notice must include such particulars as may be prescribed with respect to the
classes of shares affected and the conditions subject to which the new shares have
been or are to be issued.

(3) There shall be forwarded to the registrar together with the notice a printed copy of
the resolution authorising the increase, or a copy of the resolution in some other form
approved by the registrar.

(4) If default is made in complying with this section, the company and every officer of it
who is in default is liable to a fine and, for continued contravention, to a daily default
fine.

124 Reserve capital of unlimited company.

An unlimited company having a share capital may by its resolution for re-registration
as a public company under section 43, or as a limited company under section 51—
(a) increase the nominal amount of its share capital by increasing the nominal
amount of each of its shares (but subject to the condition that no part of the
increased capital is to be capable of being called up except in the event and
for the purpose of the company being wound up), and
(b) alternatively or in addition, provide that a specified portion of its uncalled
share capital is not to be capable of being called up except in that event and
for that purpose.

CHAPTER 11

CLASS RIGHTS

125 Variation of class rights.

(1) This section is concerned with the variation of the rights attached to any class of shares
in a company whose share capital is divided into shares of different classes.
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(2) Where the rights are attached to a class of shares otherwise than by the company’s
memorandum, and the company’s articles do not contain provision with respect to the
variation of the rights, those rights may be varied if, but only if—

(a) the holders of three-quarters in nominal value of the issued shares of that class
consent in writing to the variation; or

(b) anextraordinary resolution passed at a separate general meeting of the holders
of that class sanctions the variation;

and any requirement (howsoever imposed) in relation to the variation of those rights
is complied with to the extent that it is not comprised in paragraphs (a) and (b) above.

(3) Where—
(a) the rights are attached to a class of shares by the memorandum or otherwise;

(b) the memorandum or articles contain provision for the variation of those rights;
and

(c) the variation of those rights is connected with the giving, variation, revocation
or renewal of an authority for allotment under section 80 or with a reduction
of the company’s share capital under section 135;

those rights shall not be varied unless—
(i) the condition mentioned in subsection (2)(a) or (b) above is satisfied; and
(i1) any requirement of the memorandum or articles in relation to the variation of

rights of that class is complied with to the extent that it is not comprised in
that condition.

(4) If the rights are attached to a class of shares in the company by the memorandum or
otherwise and—

(a) where they are so attached by the memorandum, the articles contain provision
with respect to their variation which had been included in the articles at the
time of the company’s original incorporation; or

(b) where they are so attached otherwise, the articles contain such provision
(whenever first so included),

and in either case the variation is not connected as mentioned in subsection (3)(c),
those rights may only be varied in accordance with that provision of the articles.

(5) Ifthe rights are attached to a class of shares by the memorandum, and the memorandum
and articles do not contain provision with respect to the variation of those rights, those
rights may be varied if all the members of the company agree to the variation.

(6) The provisions of section 369 (length of notice for calling company meetings),
section 370 (general provisions as to meetings and votes), and sections 376 and
377 (circulation of members’ resolutions) and the provisions of the articles relating
to general meetings shall, so far as applicable, apply in relation to any meeting of
shareholders required by this section or otherwise to take place in connection with
the variation of the rights attached to a class of shares, and shall so apply with the
necessary modifications and subject to the following provisions, namely—

(a) the necessary quorum at any such meeting other than an adjourned meeting
shall be two persons holding or representing by proxy at least one-third in
nominal value of the issued shares of the class in question and at an adjourned
meeting one person holding shares of the class in question or his proxy;

(b) any holder of shares of the class in question present in person or by proxy
may demand a poll.
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(7) Any alteration of a provision contained in a company’s articles for the variation of
the rights attached to a class of shares, or the insertion of any such provision into the
articles, is itself to be treated as a variation of those rights.

(8) In this section and (except where the context otherwise requires) in any provision
for the variation of the rights attached to a class of shares contained in a company’s
memorandum or articles, references to the variation of those rights are to be read as
including references to their abrogation.

126 Saving for court’s powers under other provisions.

Nothing in subsections (2) to (5) of section 125 derogates from the powers of the court
under the following sections of this Act, namely—
sections 4 to 6 (company resolution to alter objects),
section 54 (litigated objection to public company becoming private by re-
registration),
section 425 (court control of company compromising with members and
creditors),
section 427 (company reconstruction or amalgamation),
sections 459 to 461 (protection of minorities).

127 Shareholders’ right to object to variation.

(1) This section applies if, in the case of a company whose share capital is divided into
different classes of shares—

(a) provision is made by the memorandum or articles for authorising the variation
of the rights attached to any class of shares in the company, subject to—

(i) the consent of any specified proportion of the holders of the issued
shares of that class, or

(i1) the sanction of a resolution passed at a separate meeting of the holders
of those shares,

and in pursuance of that provision the rights attached to any such class of
shares are at any time varied; or

(b) the rights attached to any class of shares in the company are varied under
section 125(2).

(2) The holders of not less in the aggregate than 15 per cent. of the issued shares of the class
in question (being persons who did not consent to or vote in favour of the resolution
for the variation), may apply to the court to have the variation cancelled; and if such
an application is made, the variation has no effect unless and until it is confirmed by
the court.

(3) Application to the court must be made within 21 days after the date on which the
consent was given or the resolution was passed (as the case may be), and may be made
on behalf of the shareholders entitled to make the application by such one or more of
their number as they may appoint in writing for the purpose.

(4) The court, after hearing the applicant and any other persons who apply to the court to be
heard and appear to the court to be interested in the application, may, if satisfied having
regard to all the circumstances of the case, that the variation would unfairly prejudice
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the shareholders of the class represented by the applicant, disallow the variation and
shall, if not so satisfied, confirm it.

The decision of the court on any such application is final.

(5) The company shall within 15 days after the making of an order by the court on such
an application forward a copy of the order to the registrar of companies; and, if default
is made in complying with this provision, the company and every officer of it who is
in default is liable to a fine and, for continued contravention, to a daily default fine.

(6) “Variation”, in this section, includes abrogation; and “varied” is to be construed
accordingly.

Registration of particulars of special rights.

(1) If a company allots shares with rights which are not stated in its memorandum or
articles, or in any resolution or agreement which is required by section 380 to be
sent to the registrar of companies, the Company shall deliver to the registrar of
companies within one month from allotting the shares, a statement in the prescribed
form containing particulars of those rights.

(2) This does not apply if the shares are in all respects uniform with shares previously
allotted; and shares are not for this purpose to be treated as different from shares
previously allotted by reason only that the former do not carry the same rights to
dividends as the latter during the 12 months immediately following the former’s
allotment.

(3) Where the rights attached to any shares of a company are varied otherwise than by an
amendment of the company’s memorandum or articles or by a resolution or agreement
subject to section 380, the company shall within one month from the date on which the
variation is made deliver to the registrar of companies a statement in the prescribed
form containing particulars of the variation.

(4) Where a company (otherwise than by any such amendment, resolution or agreement
as is mentioned above) assigns a name or other designation, or a new name or other
designation, to any class of its shares, it shall within one month from doing so deliver
to the registrar of companies a notice in the prescribed form giving particulars of the
name or designation so assigned.

(5) If a company fails to comply with this section, the company and every officer of it who
is in default is liable to a fine and, for continued contravention, to a daily default fine.

Registration of newly created class rights.

(1) If a company not having a share capital creates a class of members with rights which
are not stated in its memorandum or articles or in a resolution or agreement to which
section 380 applies, the company shall deliver to the registrar of companies within one
month from the date on which the new class is created a statement in the prescribed
form containing particulars of the rights attached to that class.

(2) If the rights of any class of members of the company are varied otherwise than by an
amendment of the memorandum or articles or by a resolution or agreement subject to
section 380, the company shall within one month from the date on which the variation
is made deliver to the registrar a statement in the prescribed form containing particulars
of the variation.
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(3) If a company (otherwise than by such an amendment, resolution or agreement as
is mentioned above) assigns a name or other designation, or a new name or other
designation, to any class of its members, it shall within one month from doing so
deliver to the registrar a notice in the prescribed form giving particulars of the name
or designation so assigned.

(4) If a company fails to comply with this section, the company and every officer of it who
is in default is liable to a fine and, for continued contravention, to a daily default fine.

CHAPTER 111

SHARE PREMIUMS

130 Application of share premiums.

(1) If a company issues shares at a premium, whether for cash or otherwise, a sum equal
to the aggregate amount or value of the premiums on those shares shall be transferred
to an account called “the share premium account”.

(2) The share premium account may be applied by the company in paying up unissued
shares to be allotted to members as fully paid bonus shares, or is writing off—
(a) the company’s preliminary expenses; or
(b) the expenses of, or the commission paid or discount allowed on, any issue of
shares or debentures of the company,

or in providing for the premium payable on redemption of debentures of the company.

(3) Subject to this, the provisions of this Act relating to the reduction of a company’s share
capital apply as if the share premium account were part of its paid up share capital.

(4) Sections 131 and 132 below give relief from the requirements of this section, and in
those sections references to the issuing company are to the company issuing shares
as above mentioned.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1  S. 130 applied (1.5.1995) by 1988 c. 1, Sch. 28A, para. 5(2)(a)(as inserted by 1995 c. 4, s. 135, Sch. 26
para. 3 (with Sch. 8 para. 55(2), 57(1)))

131 Merger relief.

(1) With the exception made by ['section 132(8)] (group reconstruction) this section
applies where the issuing company has secured at least a 90 per cent. equity holding
in another company in pursuance of an arrangement providing for the allotment of
equity shares in the issuing company on terms that the consideration for the shares
allotted is to be provided—

(a) Dby the issue or transfer to the issuing company of equity shares in the other
company, or
(b) by the cancellation of any such shares not held by the issuing company.
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(2) If the equity shares in the issuing company allotted in pursuance of the arrangement in
consideration for the acquisition or cancellation of equity shares in the other company
are issued at a premium, section 130 does not apply to the premiums on those shares.

(3) Where the arrangement also provides for the allotment of any shares in the issuing
company on terms that the consideration for those shares is to be provided by the issue
or transfer to the issuing company of non-equity shares in the other company or by
the cancellation of any such shares in that company not held by the issuing company,
relief under subsection (2) extends to any shares in the issuing company allotted on
those terms in pursuance of the arrangement.

(4) Subject to the next subsection, the issuing company is to be regarded for purposes
of this section as having secured at least a 90 per cent. equity holding in another
company in pursuance of such an arrangement as is mentioned in subsection (1) if
in consequence of an acquisition or cancellation of equity shares in that company (in
pursuance of that arrangement) it holds equity shares in that company (whether all
or any of those shares were acquired in pursuance of that arrangement, or not) of an
aggregate nominal value equal to 90 per cent. or more of the nominal value of that
company’s equity share capital.

(5) Where the equity share capital of the other company is divided into different classes
of shares, this section does not apply unless the requirements of subsection (1) are
satisfied in relation to each of those classes of shares taken separately.

(6) Shares held by a company which is the issuing company’s holding company or
subsidiary, or a subsidiary of the issuing company’s holding company, or by its or
their nominees, are to be regarded for purposes of this section as held by the issuing
company.

(7) In relation to a company and its shares and capital, the following definitions apply for
purposes of this section—
(a) “equity shares” means shares comprised in the company’s equity share capital;
and
(b) “non-equity shares” means shares (of any class) not so comprised;

and “arrangement” means any agreement, scheme or arrangement (including an
arrangement sanctioned under section 425 (company compromise with members and
creditors) or [section 110 of the Insolvency Act] (liquidator accepting shares etc. as
consideration for sale of company property)).

(8) The relief allowed by this section does not apply if the issue of shares took place before
4th February 1981.

Textual Amendments

F1

F2

132

S. 131(1): "section 132(8)" substituted (retrospectively) for "section 132(4)" by Companies Act 1989
(c. 40, SIF 27), ss. 145, 213(2), Sch. 19 para. 1
Words substituted by Insolvency Act 1986 (c. 45, SIF 66), s. 439(1), Sch. 13 Pt. I

Relief in respect of group reconstructions.

(1) This section applies where the issuing company—
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(a) is a wholly-owned subsidiary of another company (“the holding company™),
and

(b) allots shares to the holding company or to another wholly-owned subsidiary of
the holding company in consideration for the transfer to the issuing company
of assets other than cash, being assets of any company (“the transferor
company”’) which is a member of the group of companies which comprises
the holding company and all its wholly-owned subsidiaries.

(2) Where the shares in the issuing company allotted in consideration for the transfer are
issued at a premium, the issuing company is not required by section 130 to transfer
any amount in excess of the minimum premium value to the share premium account.

(3) In subsection (2), “the minimum premium value” means the amount (if any) by which
the base value of the consideration for the shares allotted exceeds the aggregate
nominal value of those shares.

(4) For the purposes of subsection (3), the base value of the consideration for the shares
allotted is the amount by which the base value of the assets transferred exceeds the
base value of any liabilities of the transferor company assumed by the issuing company
as part of the consideration for the assets transferred.

(5) For the purposes of subsection (4)—
(a) the base value of the assets transferred is to be taken as—
(i) the cost of those assets to the transferor company, or

(i1) the amount at which those assets are stated in the transferor
company’s accounting records immediately before the transfer,

whichever is the less; and

(b) the base value of the liabilities assumed is to be taken as the amount at which
they are stated in the transferor company’s accounting records immediately
before the transfer.

(6) The relief allowed by this section does not apply (subject to the next subsection) if the
issue of shares took place before the date of the coming into force of the ™' Companies
(Share Premium Account) Regulations 1984 (which were made on 21st December
1984).

(7) To the extent that the relief allowed by this section would have been allowed by
section 38 of the ™Companies Act 1981 as originally enacted (the text of which
section is set out in Schedule 25 to this Act), the relief applies where the issue of shares
took place before the date of the coming into force of those Regulations, but not if the
issue took place before 4th February 1981.

(8) Section 131 does not apply in a case falling within this section.

Marginal Citations
M1 S.I. 1984/2007.
M2 1981 c. 62.

133 Provisions supplementing ss. 131, 132.

(1) An amount corresponding to one representing the premiums or part of the premiums
on shares issued by a company which by virtue of section 131 or 132 of this Act, or
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section 12 of the Consequential Provisions Act, is not included in the company’s share
premium account may also be disregarded in determining the amount at which any
shares or other consideration provided for the shares issued is to be included in the
company’s balance sheet.

(2) References in this Chapter (however expressed) to—
(a) the acquisition by a company of shares in another company; and
(b) theissue or allotment of shares to, or the transfer of shares to or by, a company,

include (respectively) the acquisition of any of those shares by, and the issue or
allotment or (as the case may be) the transfer of any of those shares to or by, nominees
of that company; and the reference in section 132 to the company transferring the
shares is to be construed accordingly.

(3) References in this Chapter to the transfer of shares in a company include the transfer of
a right to be included in the company’s register of members in respect of those shares.

(4) In sections 131 to 133 “company”, except in references to the issuing company,
includes any body corporate.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C2  S.133(2)(3) applied by Companies Consolidation (Consequential Provisions) Act 1985 (c. 9, SIF 27),
s. 12(5)

134 Provision for extending or restricting relief from s. 130.

(1) The Secretary of State may by regulations in a statutory instrument make such
provision as appears to him to be appropriate—

(a) for relieving companies from the requirements of section 130 in relation to
premiums other than cash premiums, or

(b) for restricting or otherwise modifying any relief from those requirements
provided by this Chapter.

(2) Regulations under this section may make different provision for different cases or
classes of case and may contain such incidental and supplementary provisions as the
Secretary of State thinks fit.

(3) No such regulations shall be made unless a draft of the instrument containing them
has been laid before Parliament and approved by a resolution of each House.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C3  S. 134 modified by Companies Consolidation (Consequential Provisions) Act 1985 (c. 9, SIF 27), s.
12(6)
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CHAPTER IV

REDUCTION OF SHARE CAPITAL

135 Special resolution for reduction of share capital.

(1) Subject to confirmation by the court, a company limited by shares or a company
limited by guarantee and having a share capital may, if so authorised by its articles,
by special resolution reduce its share capital in any way.

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to subsection (1), the company may—

(a) extinguish or reduce the liability on any of its shares in respect of share capital
not paid up; or

(b) either with or without extinguishing or reducing liability on any of its shares,
cancel any paid-up share capital which is lost or unrepresented by available
assets; or

(c) either with or without extinguishing or reducing liability on any of its shares,
pay off any paid-up share capital which is in excess of the company’s wants;

and the company may, if and so far as is necessary, alter its memorandum by reducing
the amount of its share capital and of its shares accordingly.

(3) A special resolution under this section is in this Act referred to as “a resolution for
reducing share capital”.

136 Application to court for order of confirmation.

(1) Where a company has passed a resolution for reducing share capital, it may apply to
the court for an order confirming the reduction.

(2) If the proposed reduction of share capital involves either—
(a) diminution of liability in respect of unpaid share capital; or
(b) the payment to a shareholder of any paid-up share capital,

and in any other case if the court so directs, the next three subsections have effect, but
subject throughout to subsection (6).

(3) Every creditor of the company who at the date fixed by the court is entitled to any
debt or claim which, if that date were the commencement of the winding up of the
company, would be admissible in proof against the company is entitled to object to
the reduction of capital.

(4) The court shall settle a list of creditors entitled to object, and for that purpose—

(a) shall ascertain, as far as possible without requiring an application from any
creditor, the names of those creditors and the nature and amount of their debts
or claims; and

(b) may publish notices fixing a day or days within which creditors not entered
on the list are to claim to be so entered or are to be excluded from the right
of objecting to the reduction of capital.

(5) If a creditor entered on the list whose debt or claim is not discharged or has not
determined does not consent to the reduction, the court may, if it thinks fit, dispense
with the consent of that creditor, on the company securing payment of his debt or claim
by appropriating (as the court may direct) the following amount—
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(a) if the company admits the full amount of the debt or claim or, though not
admitting it, is willing to provide for it, then the full amount of the debt or
claim;

(b) ifthe company does not admit, and is not willing to provide for, the full amount
of the debt or claim, or if the amount is contingent or not ascertained, then
an amount fixed by the court after the like enquiry and adjudication as if the
company were being wound up by the court.

(6) If a proposed reduction of share capital involves either the diminution of any liability
in respect of unpaid share capital or the payment to any shareholder of any paid-up
share capital, the court may, if having regard to any special circumstances of the case
it thinks proper to do so, direct that subsections (3) to (5) of this section shall not apply
as regards any class or any classes of creditors.

137 Court order confirming reduction.

(1) The court, if satisfied with respect to every creditor of the company who under
section 136 is entitled to object to the reduction of capital that either—

(a) his consent to the reduction has been obtained; or
(b) his debt or claim has been discharged or has determined, or has been secured,

may make an order confirming the reduction on such terms and conditions as it thinks
fit.

(2) Where the court so orders, it may also—

(a) if for any special reason it thinks proper to do so, make an order directing that
the company shall, during such period (commencing on or at any time after
the date of the order) as is specified in the order, add to its name as its last
words the words “and reduced”; and

(b) make an order requiring the company to publish (as the court directs) the
reasons for reduction of capital or such other information in regard to it as the
court thinks expedient with a view to giving proper information to the public
and (if the court thinks fit) the causes which led to the reduction.

(3) Where a company is ordered to add to its name the words “and reduced”, those words
are, until the expiration of the period specified in the order, deemed to be part of the
company’s name.

138 Registration of order and minute of reduction.

(1) The registrar of companies, on production to him of an order of the court confirming
the reduction of a company’s share capital, and the delivery to him of a copy of the
order and of a minute (approved by the court) showing, with respect to the company’s
share capital as altered by the order—

(a) the amount of the share capital;

(b) the number of shares into which it is to be divided, and the amount of each
share; and

(c) the amount (if any) at the date of the registration deemed to be paid up on
each share,

shall register the order and minute (but subject to section 139).

(2) On the registration of the order and minute, and not before, the resolution for reducing
share capital as confirmed by the order so registered takes effect.



14 Companies Act 1985 (c. 6)
Part V — Share Capital, its Increase, Maintenance and Reduction
Chapter IV — Reduction of Share Capital
Document Generated: 2024-06-05
Status: Point in time view as at 15/07/1992. This version of this part contains provisions that are not valid for this point in time.
Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects
for the Companies Act 1985, Part V. (See end of Document for details)

(3) Notice of the registration shall be published in such manner as the court may direct.

(4) The registrar shall certify the registration of the order and minute; and the certificate—
(a) may be either signed by the registrar, or authenticated by his official seal;
(b) is conclusive evidence that all the requirements of this Act with respect to the
reduction of share capital have been complied with, and that the company’s
share capital is as stated in the minute.

(5) The minute when registered is deemed to be substituted for the corresponding part
of the company’s memorandum, and is valid and alterable as if it had been originally
contained therein.

(6) The substitution of such a minute for part of the company’s memorandum is deemed
an alteration of the memorandum for purposes of section 20.

139  Public company reducing capital below authorised minimum.

(1) This section applies where the court makes an order confirming a reduction of a public
company’s capital which has the effect of bringing the nominal value of its allotted
share capital below the authorised minimum.

(2) The registrar of companies shall not register the order under section 138 unless the
court otherwise directs, or the company is first re-registered as a private company.

(3) The court may authorise the company to be so re-registered without its having passed
the special resolution required by section 53; and where that authority is given, the
court shall specify in the order the alterations in the company’s memorandum and
articles to be made in connection with that re-registration.

(4) The company may then be re-registered as a private company, if an application in the
prescribed form and signed by a director or secretary of the company is delivered to
the registrar, together with a printed copy of the memorandum and articles as altered
by the court’s order.

(5) On receipt of such an application, the registrar shall retain it and the other documents
delivered with it and issue the company with a certificate of incorporation appropriate
to a company that is not a public company; and—

(a) the company by virtue of the issue of the certificate becomes a private
company, and the alterations in the memorandum and articles set out in the
court’s order take effect; and

(b) the certificate is conclusive evidence that the requirements of this section in
respect of re-registration and of matters precedent and incidental thereto have
been complied with, and that the company is a private company.

140 Liability of members on reduced shares.

(1) Where a company’s share capital is reduced, a member of the company (past or
present) is not liable in respect of any share to any call or contribution exceeding in
amount the difference (if any) between the amount of the share as fixed by the minute
and the amount paid on the share or the reduced amount (if any), which is deemed to
have been paid on it, as the case may be.

(2) But the following two subsections apply if—
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(a) a creditor, entitled in respect of a debt or claim to object to the reduction of
share capital, by reason of his ignorance of the proceedings for reduction of
share capital, or of their nature and effect with respect to his claim, is not
entered on the list of creditors; and

(b) after the reduction of capital, the company is unable (within the meaning of
[Msection 123 of the Insolvency Act]) to pay the amount of his debt or claim.

(3) Every person who was a member of the company at the date of the registration of the
order for reduction and minute is then liable to contribute for the payment of the debt
or claim in question an amount not exceeding that which he would have been liable to
contribute if the company had commenced to be wound up on the day before that date.

(4) If the company is wound up, the court, on the application of the creditor in question
and proof of ignorance referred to in subsection (2)(a), may (if it thinks fit) settle
accordingly a list of persons so liable to contribute, and make and enforce calls and
orders on the contributories settled on the list, as if they were ordinary contributories
in a winding up.

(5) Nothing in this section affects the rights of the contributories among themselves.

Textual Amendments
F3  Words substituted by Insolvency Act 1986 (c. 45, SIF 66), s. 439(1), Sch. 13 Pt. I

141 Penalty for concealing name of creditor, etc.

If an officer of the company—
(a) wilfully conceals the name of a creditor entitled to object to the reduction of
capital; or
(b) wilfully misrepresents the nature or amount of the debt or claim of any
creditor; or

(c) aids, abets or is privy to any such concealment or misrepresentation as is
mentioned above,

he is guilty of an offence and liable to a fine.

CHAPTER V

MAINTENANCE OF CAPITAL

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C4 Pt. V,Ch.V (ss. 142-150) extended by Companies Consolidation (Consequential Provisions) Act
1985 (c. 9, SIF 27), s. 6(3)

142 Duty of directors on serious loss of capital.

(1) Where the net assets of a public company are half or less of its called-up share
capital, the directors shall, not later than 28 days from the earliest day on which that
fact is known to a director of the company, duly convene an extraordinary general
meeting of the company for a date not later than 56 days from that day for the purpose
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of considering whether any, and if so what, steps should be taken to deal with the
situation.

(2) If there is a failure to convene an extraordinary general meeting as required by
subsection (1), each of the directors of the company who—

(a) knowingly and wilfully authorises or permits the failure, or

(b) after the expiry of the period during which that meeting should have
been convened, knowingly and wilfully authorises or permits the failure to
continue,

is liable to a fine.

(3) Nothing in this section authorises the consideration, at a meeting convened in
pursuance of subsection (1), of any matter which could not have been considered at
that meeting apart from this section.

143 General rule against company acquiring own shares.

(1) Subject to the following provisions, a company limited by shares or limited by
guarantee and having a share capital shall not acquire its own shares, whether by
purchase, subscription or otherwise.

(2) If a company purports to act in contravention of this section, the company is liable to
a fine, and every officer of the company who is in default is liable to imprisonment or
a fine, or both; and the purported acquisition is void.

(3) A company limited by shares may acquire any of its own fully paid shares otherwise
than for valuable consideration; and subsection (1) does not apply in relation to—

(a) the redemption or purchase of shares in accordance with Chapter VII of this
Part,

(b) the acquisition of shares in a reduction of capital duly made,

(c) the purchase of shares in pursuance of an order of the court under section 5
(alteration of objects), section 54 (litigated objection to resolution for
company to be re-registered as private) or Part XVII (relief to members
unfairly prejudiced), or

(d) the forfeiture of shares, or the acceptance of shares surrendered in lieu, in
pursuance of the articles, for failure to pay any sum payable in respect of the
shares.

144 Aquisition of shares by company’s nominee.

(1) Subject to section 145, where shares are issued to a nominee of a company mentioned
in section 143(1), or are acquired by a nominee of such a company from a third person
as partly paid up, then, for all purposes—

(a) the shares are to be treated as held by the nominee on his own account; and
(b) the company is to be regarded as having no beneficial interest in them.

(2) Subject to that section, if a person is called on to pay any amount for the purpose
of paying up, or paying any premium on, any shares in such a company which were
issued to him, or which he otherwise acquired, as the company’s nominee and he fails
to pay that amount within 21 days from being called on to do so, then—
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(a) if the shares were issued to him as subscriber to the memorandum by virtue
of an undertaking of his in the memorandum, the other subscribers to the
memorandum, or

(b) if the shares were otherwise issued to or acquired by him, the directors of the
company at the time of the issue or acquisition,

are jointly and severally liable with him to pay that amount.

(3) If in proceedings for the recovery of any such amount from any such subscriber or
director under this section it appears to the court—

(a) that he is or may be liable to pay that amount, but

(b) that he has acted honestly and reasonably and, having regard to all the
circumstances of the case, he ought fairly to be excused from liability,

the court may relieve him, either wholly or partly, from his liability on such terms as
the court thinks fit.

(4) Where any such subscriber or director has reason to apprehend that a claim will or
might be made for the recovery of any such amount from him, he may apply to the
court for relief; and the court has the same power to relieve him as it would have had
in proceedings for the recovery of that amount.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
CS5  S.144(1) excluded by Companies Act 1989 (c. 40, SIF 27), ss. 144(4), 213(2), Sch. 18 para. 35
(subject to the transitional and savings provisions mentioned in S.I. 1990/1392, art. 6)

145 Exceptions from s. 144.

(1) Section 144(1) does not apply to shares acquired otherwise than by subscription by
a nominee of a public company, where a person acquires shares in the company with
financial assistance given to him directly or indirectly by the company for the purpose
of or in connection with the acquisition, and the company has a beneficial interest in
the shares.

(2) Section 144(1) and (2) do not apply—
(a) to shares acquired by a nominee of a company when the company has no
beneficial interest in those shares, or

(b) to shares issued in consequence of an application made before 22nd December
1980, or transferred in pursuance of an agreement to acquire them made before
that date.

(3) Schedule 2 to this Act has effect for the interpretation of references in this section to
a company having, or not having, a beneficial interest in shares.

146 Treatment of shares held by or for public company.

(1) Except as provided by section 148, the following applies to a public company—
(a) where shares in the company are forfeited, or surrendered to the company in
lieu, in pursuance of the articles, for failure to pay any sum payable in respect
of the shares;
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(b) where shares in the company are acquired by it (otherwise than by any of
the methods mentioned in section 143(3)(a) to (d)) and the company has a
beneficial interest in the shares;

(c) where the nominee of the company acquires shares in the company from a
third person without financial assistance being given directly or indirectly by
the company and the company has a beneficial interest in the shares; or

(d) where a person acquires shares in the company with financial assistance given
to him directly or indirectly by the company for the purpose of or in connection
with the acquisition, and the company has a beneficial interest in the shares.

Schedule 2 to this Act has effect for the interpretation of references in this subsection
to the company having a beneficial interest in shares.

(2) Unless the shares or any interest of the company in them are previously disposed of,
the company must, not later than the end of the relevant period from their forfeiture
or surrender or, in a case within subsection (1)(b), (c) or (d), their acquisition—

(a) cancel them and diminish the amount of the share capital by the nominal value
of the shares cancelled, and

(b) where the effect of cancelling the shares will be that the nominal value of the
company’s allotted share capital is brought below the authorised minimum,
apply for re-registration as a private company, stating the effect of the
cancellation.

(3) For this purpose “the relevant period” is—

(a) 3 years in the case of shares forfeited or surrendered to the company in lieu
of forfeiture, or acquired as mentioned in subsection (1)(b) or (c);

(b) one year in the case of shares acquired as mentioned in subsection (1)(d).

(4) The company and, in a case within subsection (1)(c) or (d), the company’s nominee
or (as the case may be) the other shareholder must not exercise any voting rights in
respect of the shares; and any purported exercise of those rights is void.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C6  Ss. 146-149 amended by Companies Consolidation (Consequential Provisions) Act 1985 (c. 9, SIF
27),s. 6(2)

147 Matters arising out of compliance with s. 146(2).

(1) The directors may take such steps as are requisite to enable the company to carry
out its obligations under section 146(2) without complying with sections 135 and 136
(resolution to reduce share capital; application to court for approval).

(2) The steps taken may include the passing of a resolution to alter the company’s
memorandum so that it no longer states that the company is to be a public company;
and the resolution may make such other alterations in the memorandum as are requisite
in the circumstances.

Such a resolution is subject to section 380 (copy to be forwarded to registrar within
15 days).

(3) The application for re-registration 