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Transport Act 1985

1985 CHAPTER 67

PART V

FINANCIAL PROVISIONS
Travel concession schemes

Compulsory participation in travel concession schemes.

(1) Subject to subsection (8) below, where the arrangements currently adopted by the
authority or authorities responsible for administration of a scheme under section 93
of this Act with respect to the terms on which operators of eligible services may
withdraw from participation in the scheme require such an operator to give notice
before withdrawing from the scheme in respect of any such service, any such operator
shall be obliged to provide any travel concessions required by the scheme on journeys
on any such service in respect of which he is participating in the scheme until he gives
the required notice of withdrawal and the period of notice has expired.

(2) Subject to the following provisions of this section, the authority or authorities
responsible for administration of any such scheme may at any time by notice in writing
served on any operator or prospective operator of an eligible service (including an
operator already participating in the scheme) impose on him an obligation to provide
travel concessions in accordance with the scheme on journeys on any such service
operated by that operator to which the notice applies.

A notice under this subsection is referred to below in this Part of this Act as a
participation notice.

(3) The power under subsection (2) above to serve a participation notice shall not be
exercisable in relation to any such scheme until after the date (or whichever last occurs
of the respective dates) of first publication under secdtion 95 of this Act of particulars
of the scheme and of the current reimbursement arrangements for eligible service
operators participating in the scheme as they are to apply on initial establishment of
the scheme.
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(4) An obligation imposed by a participation notice shall, subject to subsection (8) below
and sections 98 and 99 of this Act, be effective in relation to any service to which the
obligation applies as from the appropriate commencement date for that service until
the end of such period beginning with that date as may be specified in the participation
notice.

(5) Subject to subsection (9) below, for the purposes of subsection (4) above the
appropriate commencement date for any service to which an obligation imposed by
a participation notice applies is—
(a) the date immediately following the end of such period of notice as may be
specified in the participation notice; or

(b) the date when the service begins;
whichever last occurs.

(6) Where it is proposed—
(a) to vary a scheme under section 93 of this Act; or

(b) to vary the current reimbursement arrangements for eligible service operators
participating in any such scheme;

the authority or authorities responsible for administration of the scheme may, not less
than such period before the variation is to take effect as may be prescribed, by notice
served on any operator of any such service who is under an obligation under this
section to provide travel concessions in accordance with the scheme, require him to
indicate, within such period and in such manner as may be prescribed, whether or not
he is willing to continue to participate in the scheme after the variation takes effect.

(7) Any notice under subsection (6) above shall give particulars of the proposed variation.

(8) Where in pursuance of subsection (6) above an operator indicates that he is not willing
to continue to participate in the scheme after the variation takes effect, any obligation
of that operator under this section to provide travel concessions in accordance with the
scheme which was current at the date of the notice under that subsection and would
still apart from this subsection be in force on the date when the variation takes effect
shall cease on the latter date (without prejudice, however, to the service of a new
participation notice).

(9) Where a notice is served on an operator under subsection (6) above the preceding
provisions of this section shall apply, on and after the date when the variation in
question takes effect, in relation to any obligation of that operator under subsection (2)
above to provide travel concessions in accordance with the scheme in question
which—

(a) was current at the date of the notice; and

(b) does not cease (by virtue of subsection (8) above or otherwise) before the date
when that variation takes effect;

as if the latter date were the appropriate commencement date for the purposes of
subsection (4) above for each service to which the obligation applies.

(10) The exercise of the power to serve a participation notice under this section on any
person—

(a) Dby a Passenger Transport Executive; or

(b) by authorities responsible for administration of a scheme under section 93 of
this Act who include such an Executive;
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shall require the consent of ["'the Integrated Transport Authority or, as the case may
be,] the Passenger Transport Authority for the Executive’s area.
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