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Water Act 1989
1989 CHAPTER 15

PART I U.K.

PRELIMINARY

The National Rivers Authority and the advisory committees

1 The National Rivers Authority. E+W
F1(1) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(6) The provisions of Schedule 1 to this Act shall have effect with respect to the Authority
and its finances.

Textual Amendments
F1 S. 1(1)–(5) repealed by Water Consolidation (Consequential Provisions) Act 1991 (c. 60, SIF 130), s.

3, Sch. 3 Pt.I (with s. 2, Sch. 2 paras. 10, 14(1), 15)

F22, 3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . E+W

Textual Amendments
F2 Ss. 2, 3 repealed by Water Consolidation (Consequential Provisions) Act 1991 (c. 60, SIF 130), s. 3,

Sch. 3 Pt.I (with s. 2, Sch. 2 paras. 10, 14(1), 15)
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The transfer of the water authorities’ functions etc.

4 Transfer of the water authorities’ functions etc. U.K.

(1) Subject to the following provisions of this Act, on such day as the Secretary of State
may by order appoint as the transfer date—

(a) the functions of the water authorities shall, in accordance with those
provisions, become functions of the Authority, of water undertakers or of
sewerage undertakers; and

(b) schemes under Schedule 2 to this Act for the division of the property, rights
and liabilities of those authorities between their successor companies and the
Authority shall come into force.

(2) The Secretary of State shall, by order made before the transfer date, nominate a
company in relation to each water authority as that authority’s successor company; but
a company shall not be so nominated unless it is a limited company and, at the time
when the order is made, is wholly owned by the Crown.

(3) Subject to subsection (4) below, each water authority shall continue in existence after
the transfer date until such time as they may be dissolved by order made by the
Secretary of State.

(4) On the transfer date the chairman and members of each water authority shall cease to
hold office; and on and after that date each such authority—

(a) shall consist only of a chairman appointed by the Secretary of State and, if the
Secretary of State thinks fit, such one or more other persons as the Secretary
of State may appoint as members of that authority; and

(b) shall have only the functions which fall to be carried out by that authority
under any scheme under Schedule 2 to this Act with respect to that authority.

(5) The Secretary of State shall not make an order under subsection (3) above in relation
to any water authority unless he is satisfied, after consultation with the water authority
and with the Authority and the water authority’s successor company, that nothing
further remains to be done by the water authority under any scheme under Schedule 2
to this Act.

(6) The power to make an order under this section shall be exercisable by statutory
instrument and such an order shall not be amended or revoked—

(a) in the case of an order under subsection (2) above, on or after the transfer
date; or

(b) in the case of an order under subsection (3) above, after the dissolution of the
water authority to which the order relates.

Subordinate Legislation Made
P1 Power of appointment conferred by s. 4(1) fully exercised: 1.9.1989 appointed as the transfer date for

the purposes of s. 4 by S.I. 1989/1530, art. 2

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 4 applied (Isles of Scilly) (with modifications) (1.11.2019) by The Isles of Scilly (Application of

Water Legislation) Order 2019 (S.I. 2019/1259), arts. 2(1), 3(1)(a)(2)
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1259
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1259/article/2/1
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The Director General of Water Services and the customer service committees

5 The Director General of Water Services. E+W
F3(1) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(5) The provisions of Schedule 3 to this Act shall have effect with respect to the Director.

Textual Amendments
F3 S. 5(1)–(4), 6(1)–(7), 7–10, 11(1)–(8), 12, 14–22, 24–28, 31–68, 70(3)–(5), 71, 73–82, 97–135,

137(1)–(8)(10)(11), 138, 139(1)–(5), 140, 142(1), 143–167, 170, 171, 176, 178–182, 186, 188, 189(2)–
(5)(8), Sch. 1 paras. 1–10, 14–23, Sch. 3 paras. 1–5, Sch. 4 paras. 1–5, Schs. 6, 7, Sch. 8 paras. 1,
2(1)–(10)(12), 3, 4, 5, Schs. 9–14, Sch. 16, Schs. 18–21, 24, Sch. 25 paras. 2, 6, 7, 10, 21, 27(4), 31(1),
40, 45(1)(2), 61(5), 63, 71(1)(2), 72, 73, 80(1), Sch. 26 paras. 5(2)–(4), 7, 9–12, 13(1), 14(1)(2), 15(2),
16(1)(2)(5)–(7)(10), 18, 19, 21–25, 27–29, 32–39, 40(2), 41(2)(3), 42–45, 48, 50, 56, 57(1)–(5)(7)
repealed by Water Consolidation (Consequential Provisions) Act 1991 (c. 60, SIF 130), s. 3, Sch. 3 Pt.
I (with s. 2, Sch. 2 paras. 10, 14(1), 15)

6 Customer service committees. E+W
F4(1) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(8) The provisions of Schedule 4 to this Act shall have effect with respect to customer
service committees.

Textual Amendments
F4 S. 5(1)–(4), 6(1)–(7), 7–10, 11(1)–(8), 12, 14–22, 24–28, 31–68, 70(3)–(5), 71, 73–82, 97–135 137(1)–

(8)(10)(11), 138, 139(1)–(5), 140, 142(1), 143–167, 170, 171, 176, 178–182, 186, 188, 189(2)–(5)(8),
Sch. 1 paras. 1–10, 14–23, Sch. 3 paras. 1–5, Sch. 4 paras. 1–5, Schs. 6, 7, Sch. 8 paras. 1, 2(1)–(10)
(12), 3, 4, 5, Schs. 9–14, Sch. 16, Schs. 18–21, 24, Sch. 25 paras. 2, 6, 7, 10, 21, 27(4), 31(1), 40, 45(1)
(2), 61(5), 63, 71(1)(2), 72, 73, 80(1), Sch. 26 paras. 5(2)–(4), 7, 9–12, 13(1), 14(1)(2), 15(2), 16(1)(2)
(5)–(7)(10), 18, 19, 21–25, 27–29, 32–39, 40(2), 41(2)(3), 42–45, 48, 50, 56, 57(1)–(5)(7) repealed by
Water Consolidation (Consequential Provisions) Act 1991 (c. 60, SIF 130), s. 3, Sch. 3 Pt.I (with s. 2,
Sch. 2 paras. 10, 14(1), 15)

F57—
10.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . E+W

Textual Amendments
F5 S. 5(1)–(4), 6(1)–(7), 7–10, 11(1)–(8), 12, 14–22, 24–28, 31–68, 70(3)–(5), 71, 73–82, 97–135 137(1)–

(8)(10)(11), 138, 139(1)–(5), 140, 142(1), 143–167, 170, 171, 176, 178–182, 186, 188, 189(2)–(5)(8),
Sch. 1 paras. 1–10, 14–23, Sch. 3 paras. 1–5, Sch. 4 paras. 1–5, Schs. 6, 7, Sch. 8 paras. 1, 2(1)–(10)
(12), 3, 4, 5, Schs. 9–14, Sch. 16, Schs. 18–21, 24, Sch. 25 paras. 2, 6, 7, 10, 21, 27(4), 31(1), 40, 45(1)
(2), 61(5), 63, 71(1)(2), 72, 73, 80(1), Sch. 26 paras. 5(2)–(4), 7, 9–12, 13(1), 14(1)(2), 15(2), 16(1)(2)
(5)–(7)(10), 18, 19, 21–25, 27–29, 32–39, 40(2), 41(2)(3), 42–45, 48, 50, 56, 57(1)–(5)(7) repealed by
Water Consolidation (Consequential Provisions) Act 1991 (c. 60, SIF 130), s. 3, Sch. 3 Pt.I (with s. 2,
Sch. 2 paras. 10, 14(1), 15)
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