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Companies Act 1989
1989 CHAPTER 40

PART VI

MERGERS AND RELATED MATTERS

152 Fees

(1) The Secretary of State may by regulations made by statutory instrument require
the payment to him or to the Director of such fees as may be prescribed by the
regulations in connection with the exercise by the Secretary of State, the Director and
the Commission of their functions under Part V of the Fair Trading Act 1973.

(2) The regulations may provide for fees to be payable—
(a) in respect of—

(i) an application for the consent of the Secretary of State under
section 58(1) of the Fair Trading Act 1973 to the transfer of a
newspaper or of newspaper assets, and

(ii) a notice under section 75A(1) of that Act, and
(b) on the occurrence of any event specified in the regulations.

(3) The events that may be specified in the regulations by virtue of subsection (2)(b) above
include—

(a) the making by the Secretary of State of a merger reference to the Commission
under section 64 or 75 of the Fair Trading Act 1973,

(b) the announcement by the Secretary of State of his decision not to make a
merger reference in any case where, at the time the announcement is made,
he would under one of those sections have power to make a such a reference.

(4) The regulations may also contain provision—
(a) for ascertaining the persons by whom fees are payable,
(b) specifying whether any fee is payable to the Secretary of State or to the

Director,
(c) for the amount of any fee to be calculated by reference to matters which may

include—
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(i) in a case involving functions of the Secretary of State under sections
57 to 61 of the Fair Trading Act 1973, the number of newspapers
concerned, the number of separate editions (determined in accordance
with the regulations) of each newspaper and the average circulation
per day of publication (within the meaning of Part V of that Act) of
each newspaper, and

(ii) in any other case, the value (determined in accordance with the
regulations) of any assets concerned,

(d) as to the time when any fee is to be paid, and
(e) for the repayment by the Secretary of State or the Director of the whole or

part of any fee in specified circumstances.

(5) The regulations may make different provision for different cases.

(6) Subsections (2) to (5) above do not prejudice the generality of subsection (1) above.

(7) In determining the amount of any fees to be prescribed by the regulations, the Secretary
of State may take into account all costs incurred by him and by the Director in respect
of the exercise by him, by the Commission and by the Director of their respective
functions—

(a) under Part V of the Fair Trading Act 1973, and
(b) under Parts I, VII and VIII of that Act in relation to merger references or other

matters arising under Part V.

(8) A statutory instrument containing regulations under this section shall be subject to
annulment in pursuance of a resolution of either House of Parliament.

(9) Fees paid to the Secretary of State or the Director under this section shall be paid into
the Consolidated Fund.

(10) In this section—
“the Commission”,
“the Director”, and
“merger reference”,

have the same meaning as in the Fair Trading Act 1973, and “newspaper” has the same
meaning as in Part V of that Act.

(11) References in this section to Part V of the Fair Trading Act 1973 and to merger
references under section 64 or 75 of that Act or under that Part include sections 29
and 30 of the Water Act 1989 and any reference under section 29 of that Act.


