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New Roads and Street Works Act 1991
1991 CHAPTER 22

PART III

STREET WORKS IN ENGLAND AND WALES

Introductory provisions

50 Street works licences.

(1) The street authority may grant a licence (a “street works licence”) permitting a
person—

(a) to place, or to retain, apparatus in the street, and
(b) thereafter to inspect, maintain, adjust, repair, alter or renew the apparatus,

change its position or remove it,
and to execute for those purposes any works required for or incidental to such works
(including, in particular, breaking up or opening the street, or any sewer, drain or tunnel
under it, or tunnelling or boring under the street).

[F1(1A) For the purposes of subsection (1), the works that are required for or incidental to
works falling within paragraph (a) or (b) of that subsection include—

(a) reinstatement of the street, and
(b) where an undertaker has failed to comply with his duties under this Part with

respect to reinstatement of the street, any remedial works.]

(2) A street works licence authorises the licensee to execute the works permitted by
the licence without obtaining any consent which would otherwise be required to be
given—

(a) by any other relevant authority in its capacity as such, or
(b) by any person in his capacity as the owner of apparatus affected by the works;

but without prejudice to the provisions of this Part as to the making of requirements
by any such authority or person or as to the settlement of a plan and section and the
execution of the works in accordance with them.
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(3) A street works licence does not dispense the licensee from obtaining any other consent,
licence or permission which may be required; and it does not authorise the installation
of apparatus for the use of which the licence of the Secretary of State is required,
unless and until that licence has been granted.

(4) The provisions of Schedule 3 have effect with respect to the grant of street works
licences, the attachment of conditions and other matters.

(5) A street works licence may be granted—
(a) to a person on terms permitting or prohibiting its assignment, or
(b) to the owner of land and his successors in title;

and references in this Part to the licensee are to the person for the time being entitled
by virtue of the licence to do anything permitted by it.

(6) Any licence, consent, permission or other authority for the execution in a street of any
such works as are mentioned in subsection (1) granted or given by the street authority
before the commencement of this Part has effect after the commencement of this Part
as a street works licence; but subsection (2) does not apply in relation to such a licence.

This applies in particular to licences granted under section 181 of the M1Highways Act
1980 or any corresponding earlier enactment.

(7) The works referred to in subsection (1) above do not include works for road purposes.
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– s. 73A modified by S.I. 2014/3107 art. 2Sch. para. 1.9
– s. 73A modified by S.I. 2014/3108 art. 2Sch. para. 1.8
– s. 73A modified by S.I. 2014/3109 art. 2Sch. para. 1.5AppendixE
– s. 73A modified by S.I. 2014/3109 art. 2Sch. para. 1.5
– s. 73A modified by S.I. 2014/3112 art. 2Sch. para. 2.12.2
– s. 73A modified by S.I. 2015/105 Sch. 1 para. 2.8.1
– s. 73A modified by S.I. 2015/107 Sch. 1 para. 3.5
– s. 73A modified by S.I. 2015/34 art. 2Sch. para. 1.8
– s. 73A modified by S.I. 2015/38 art. 2Sch. para. 1.8
– s. 73A modified by S.I. 2015/90 Sch. para. 2.8.1
– s. 73A modified by S.I. 2015/91 Sch. para. 2.7.1
– s. 73A(1) excluded by S.I. 2014/2384 Sch. 19 Pt. 1 para. 4(8)
– s. 73A(1) excluded by S.I. 2019/1358 Sch. 14 para. 3(8)
– s. 73A(1) restricted by 2008 c. 18 Sch. 14 para. 14(8)
– s. 73A(1) restricted by 2017 c. 7 Sch. 24 para. 2(8)
– s. 73A(1) restricted by 2021 c. 2 Sch. 24 para. 2(8)
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– s. 73A(1) restricted by S.I. 2020/511 Sch. 14 para. 3(8)
– s. 73A(2)(a) modified by S.I. 2007/3372 reg. 37(3)
– s. 73A(2)(a) modified by S.I. 2009/1267 reg. 37(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2005/120 art. 4(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2006/2905 art. 3(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2007/2297 art. 3(2)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2008/1261 art. 6(2)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2009/1300 art. 4(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2009/2364 art. 3(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2013/1933 art. 3(2)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2013/2587 art. 4(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2013/2808 art. 8(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2013/3244 art. 4(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2014/2027 art. 4(2)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2014/2269 art. 8(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2014/2637 art. 8(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2014/3102 art. 3(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2014/909 art. 12(2)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2015/129 art. 9(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2015/2044 art. 4(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2016/1035 art. 4(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2016/547 art. 10(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2016/73 art. 8(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2016/863 art. 9(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2017/1150 art. 4(2)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2017/1214 art. 5(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2017/1329 art. 3(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2017/830 art. 3(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2018/446 art. 4(2)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2018/574 art. 7(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2018/994 art. 9(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2019/359 art. 9(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2020/1075 art. 11(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2020/114 art. 4(2)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2020/1297 art. 8(3) (This amendment not applied to

legislation.gov.uk. S.I. 2020/1297 was withdrawn following a request from the
Department of Transport dated 9th August 2021 which followed the decision of the
High Court of Justice to quash this Order in the judgement dated 2nd August 2021
(High Court of Justice — Planning Court — The Queen (on the application of Save
Stonehenge World Heritage Site) v. Secretary of State for Transport — Case No.
CO/4844/2020))

– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2020/402 art. 9(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2020/474 art. 7(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2020/528 art. 13(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2020/556 art. 9(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2020/746 art. 9(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2021/74 art. 10(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2022/1067 art. 4(2)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2022/1070 art. 11(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2022/1194 art. 12(3)(f)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2022/1248 art. 12(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2022/299 art. 3(3)(e)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2022/475 art. 9(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2022/549 art. 11(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2022/573 art. 10(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2022/738 art. 11(3)(f)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2022/853 art. 15(2)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2022/911 art. 10(3)(f)
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– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2022/922 art. 10(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2022/934 art. 11(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2023/218 art. 11(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2023/778 art. 11(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2023/834 art. 8(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2024/360 art. 8(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2024/393 art. 12(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2024/526 art. 4(2)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2024/60 art. 12(3)
– s. 73B excluded by S.I. 2024/733 art. 11(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2005/120 art. 4(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2006/2905 art. 3(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2007/2297 art. 3(2)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2008/1261 art. 6(2)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2009/1300 art. 4(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2009/2364 art. 3(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2013/1933 art. 3(2)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2013/2587 art. 4(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2013/2808 art. 8(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2013/3244 art. 4(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2014/2027 art. 4(2)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2014/2269 art. 8(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2014/2637 art. 8(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2014/3102 art. 3(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2014/909 art. 12(2)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2015/129 art. 9(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2015/2044 art. 4(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2016/1035 art. 4(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2016/547 art. 10(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2016/73 art. 8(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2016/863 art. 9(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2017/1150 art. 4(2)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2017/1214 art. 5(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2017/1329 art. 3(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2017/830 art. 3(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2018/446 art. 4(2)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2018/574 art. 7(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2018/994 art. 9(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2019/359 art. 9(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2020/1075 art. 11(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2020/114 art. 4(2)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2020/1297 art. 8(3) (This amendment not applied to

legislation.gov.uk. S.I. 2020/1297 was withdrawn following a request from the
Department of Transport dated 9th August 2021 which followed the decision of the
High Court of Justice to quash this Order in the judgement dated 2nd August 2021
(High Court of Justice — Planning Court — The Queen (on the application of Save
Stonehenge World Heritage Site) v. Secretary of State for Transport — Case No.
CO/4844/2020))

– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2020/402 art. 9(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2020/474 art. 7(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2020/528 art. 13(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2020/556 art. 9(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2020/746 art. 9(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2021/74 art. 10(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2022/1067 art. 4(2)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2022/1070 art. 11(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2022/1194 art. 12(3)(g)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2022/1248 art. 12(3)
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– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2022/299 art. 3(3)(f)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2022/475 art. 9(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2022/549 art. 11(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2022/573 art. 10(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2022/738 art. 11(3)(g)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2022/853 art. 15(2)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2022/911 art. 10(3)(g)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2022/922 art. 10(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2022/934 art. 11(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2023/218 art. 11(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2023/778 art. 11(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2023/834 art. 8(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2024/360 art. 8(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2024/393 art. 12(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2024/526 art. 4(2)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2024/60 art. 12(3)
– s. 73C excluded by S.I. 2024/733 art. 11(3)
– s. 73D73E inserted by 2004 c. 18 s. 56
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2005/120 art. 4(3)
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2006/2905 art. 3(3)
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2007/2297 art. 3(2)
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2008/1261 art. 6(2)
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2009/1300 art. 4(3)
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2009/2364 art. 3(3)
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2013/1933 art. 3(2)
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2013/2587 art. 4(3)
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2013/2808 art. 8(3)
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2013/3244 art. 4(3)
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2014/2027 art. 4(2)
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2014/2269 art. 8(3)
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2014/2637 art. 8(3)
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2014/3102 art. 3(3)
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2014/909 art. 12(2)
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2015/129 art. 9(3)
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2015/2044 art. 4(3)
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2016/1035 art. 4(3)
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2016/547 art. 10(3)
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2016/73 art. 8(3)
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2016/863 art. 9(3)
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2017/1150 art. 4(2)
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2017/1214 art. 5(3)
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2017/1329 art. 3(3)
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2017/830 art. 3(3)
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2018/446 art. 4(2)
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2018/574 art. 7(3)
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2018/994 art. 9(3)
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2019/359 art. 9(3)
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2020/1075 art. 11(3)
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2020/114 art. 4(2)
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2020/1297 art. 8(3) (This amendment not applied to

legislation.gov.uk. S.I. 2020/1297 was withdrawn following a request from the
Department of Transport dated 9th August 2021 which followed the decision of the
High Court of Justice to quash this Order in the judgement dated 2nd August 2021
(High Court of Justice — Planning Court — The Queen (on the application of Save
Stonehenge World Heritage Site) v. Secretary of State for Transport — Case No.
CO/4844/2020))

– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2020/402 art. 9(3)
– s. 78A excluded by S.I. 2020/474 art. 7(3)
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