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New Roads and Street Works Act 1991
1991 CHAPTER 22

PART III

STREET WORKS IN ENGLAND AND WALES

General requirements as to execution of street works

65 Safety measures.

(1) An undertaker executing street works shall secure—
(a) that any part of the street which is broken up or open, or is obstructed by plant

or materials used or deposited in connection with the works, is adequately
guarded and lit, and

(b) that such traffic signs are placed and maintained, and where necessary
operated, as are reasonably required for the guidance or direction of persons
using the street,

having regard, in particular, to the needs of people with a disability.

(2) In discharging in relation to a highway his duty with respect to the placing,
maintenance or operation of traffic signs, an undertaker shall comply with any
directions given by the traffic authority.

The power of the traffic authority to give directions under this subsection is exercisable
subject to any directions given by the Secretary of State under section 65 of the M1Road
Traffic Regulation Act 1984.

(3) The Secretary of State may issue or approve for the purposes of this section codes of
practice giving practical guidance as to the matters mentioned in subsection (1); and—

(a) so far as an undertaker complies with such a code of practice he shall be taken
to comply with that subsection; and

(b) a failure in any respect to comply with any such code is evidence of failure in
that respect to comply with that subsection.



2 New Roads and Street Works Act 1991 (c. 22)
Part III – Street works in England and Wales

Document Generated: 2024-06-27
Status: Point in time view as at 05/04/2017. This version of this provision has been superseded.

Changes to legislation: New Roads and Street Works Act 1991, Section 65 is up to date with all changes known to
be in force on or before 27 June 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes
that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details)

(4) An undertaker who fails to comply with subsection (1) or (2) commits an offence and is
liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding [F1level 5] on the standard scale.

(5) If it appears to the street authority that an undertaker has failed to comply with
subsection (1) or (2), they may take such steps as appear to them necessary and may
recover from the undertaker the costs reasonably incurred by them in doing so.

(6) If a person without lawful authority or excuse—
(a) takes down, alters or removes any fence, barrier, traffic sign or light erected

or placed in pursuance of subsection (1) or (2) above, or
(b) extinguishes a light so placed,

he commits an offence and is liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding
[F2level 5] on the standard scale.
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C38 Ss. 54-106 applied (30.6.2015) by The Swansea Bay Tidal Generating Station Order 2015 (S.I.
2015/1386), arts. 1, 9(3) (with arts. 51, 53)

C39 Ss. 54-106 applied (7.8.2015) by The Preesall Underground Gas Storage Facility Order 2015 (S.I.
2015/1561), arts. 1, 9(3) (with art. 44)

C40 Ss. 54-106 applied (14.8.2015) by The Progress Power (Gas Fired Power Station) Order 2015 (S.I.
2015/1570), arts. 1, 10(3)

C41 Ss. 54-106 applied (26.8.2015) by The Dogger Bank Teesside A and B Offshore Wind Farm
Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/1592), arts. 1, 14(3) (with arts. 35, 40, 41)

C42 Ss. 54-106 applied (19.11.2015) by The Ferrybridge Multifuel 2 Power Station Order 2015 (S.I.
2015/1832), arts. 1(2), 9(3)

C43 Ss. 54-106 applied (30.12.2015) by The Port Talbot Steelworks Generating Station Order 2015 (S.I.
2015/1984), arts. 1, 9(3) (with art. 26)

C44 Ss. 54-106 applied (with modifications) (25.3.2016) by The Thorpe Marsh Gas Pipeline Order 2016
(S.I. 2016/297), arts. 1, 12(3) (with art. 39)

C45 Ss. 54-106 applied (2.8.2016) by The Meaford Gas Fired Generating Station Order 2016 (S.I.
2016/779), arts. 1, 11(3)

C46 Ss. 54-106 applied (10.8.2016) by The York Potash Harbour Facilities Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/772),
arts. 1, 10(3) (with arts. 35, 36)

C47 Ss. 54-106 applied (19.8.2016) by The North Wales Wind Farms Connection Order 2016 (S.I.
2016/818), arts. 1, 10(5) (with art. 35)

C48 Ss. 54-106 applied (with modifications) (15.9.2016) by The River Humber Gas Pipeline Replacement
Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/853), arts. 1, 11(3) (with art. 43)

C49 Ss. 54-106 applied (23.9.2016) by The M4 Motorway (Junctions 3 to 12) (Smart Motorway)
Development Consent Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/863), arts. 1, 11(3)

C50 Ss. 54-106 applied (27.9.2016) by The Triton Knoll Electrical System Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/880), arts.
1(2), 8(3) (with arts. 39, 40, Sch. 8 para. 19)

C51 S. 65 applied (28.10.2016) by The Brechfa Forest Wind Farm Connection Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/987),
arts. 1, 8(3)(g) (with art. 37)

C52 Ss. 54-106 applied (18.3.2017) by The North London Heat and Power Generating Station Order 2017
(S.I. 2017/215), arts. 1, 10(3)

C53 Ss. 54-106 applied (29.3.2017) by The Glyn Rhonwy Pumped Storage Generating Station Order 2017
(S.I. 2017/330), arts. 1, 10(3) (with art. 31)

C54 Ss. 54-106 applied (5.4.2017) by The Keuper Underground Gas Storage Facility Order 2017 (S.I.
2017/433), arts. 1, 10(4)

C55 S. 65(2)(5): functions of a local authority made exercisable by, or by employees of, such person as
may be authorised in that behalf by the local highway authority whose function it is (23.7.1999) by S.I.
1999/2106, art. 2, Sch. 2 paras. 1(i), 2

Commencement Information
I1 S. 65 wholly in force: s. 65(1)(2)(4)-(6) in force at 1.4.1993 see s. 170(1) and S.I. 1992/2984, art. 2(3),

Sch. 3; s. 65(3) in force at 14.7.1992 by S.I. 1992/1686, art. 2, Sch.
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