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Road Traffic Act 1991
1991 CHAPTER 40

PART I

GENERAL

Penalties

30 Courses for drink-drive offenders.

After section 34 of the M1Road Traffic Offenders Act 1988 there shall be inserted—

“34A  Reduced disqualification period for attendance on courses.

(1) This section applies where—
(a) a person is convicted of an offence under section 3A (causing death

by careless driving when under influence of drink or drugs), 4 (driving
or being in charge when under influence of drink or drugs), 5 (driving
or being in charge with excess alcohol) or 7 (failing to provide a
specimen) of the Road Traffic Act 1988, and

(b) the court makes an order under section 34 of this Act disqualifying him
for a period of not less than twelve months.

(2) Where this section applies, the court may make an order that the period
of disqualification imposed under section 34 shall be reduced if, by a date
specified in the order under this section, the offender satisfactorily completes a
course approved by the Secretary of State for the purposes of this section and
specified in the order.

(3) The reduction made by an order under this section in a period of disqualification
imposed under section 34 shall be a period specified in the order of not less
than three months and not more than one quarter of the unreduced period (and
accordingly where the period imposed under section 34 is twelve months, the
reduced period shall be nine months).
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(4) The court shall not make an order under this section unless—
(a) it is satisfied that a place on the course specified in the order will be

available for the offender,
(b) the offender appears to the court to be of or over the age of 17,
(c) the court has explained the effect of the order to the offender in ordinary

language, and has informed him of the amount of the fees for the course
and of the requirement that he must pay them before beginning the
course, and

(d) the offender has agreed that the order should be made.

(5) The date specified in an order under this section as the latest date for completion
of a course must be at least two months before the last day of the period of
disqualification as reduced by the order.

(6) An order under this section shall name the petty sessions area (or in Scotland
the sheriff court district or, where an order has been made under this section
by a stipendiary magistrate, the commission area) in which the offender resides
or will reside.

34B  Certificates of completion of courses.

(1) An offender shall be regarded for the purposes of section 34A of this Act as
having completed a course satisfactorily if (and only if) a certificate that he has
done so is received by the clerk of the supervising court before the end of the
period of disqualification imposed under section 34.

(2) If the certificate referred to in subsection (1) above is received by the clerk of
the supervising court before the end of the period of disqualification imposed
under section 34 but after the end of the period as it would have been reduced
by the order, the order shall have effect as if the reduced period ended with the
day on which the certificate is received by the clerk.

(3) The certificate referred to in subsection (1) above shall be a certificate in
such form, containing such particulars, and given by such person, as may
be prescribed by, or determined in accordance with, regulations made by the
Secretary of State.

(4) A course organiser shall give the certificate mentioned in subsection (1) above
to the offender not later than fourteen days after the date specified in the order
as the latest date for completion of the course, unless the offender fails to make
due payment of the fees for the course, fails to attend the course in accordance
with the organiser’s reasonable instructions, or fails to comply with any other
reasonable requirements of the organiser.

(5) Where a course organiser decides not to give the certificate mentioned in
subsection (1) above, he shall give written notice of his decision to the offender
as soon as possible, and in any event not later than fourteen days after the date
specified in the order as the latest date for completion of the course.

(6) An offender to whom a notice is given under subsection (5) above may, within
such period as may be prescribed by rules of court, apply to the supervising
court for a declaration that the course organiser’s decision not to give a
certificate was contrary to subsection (4) above; and if the court grants the
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application section 34A of this Act shall have effect as if the certificate had
been duly received by the clerk of the court.

(7) If fourteen days after the date specified in the order as the latest date for
completion of the course the course organiser has given neither the certificate
mentioned in subsection (1) above nor a notice under subsection (5) above, the
offender may, within such period as may be prescribed by rules of court, apply
to the supervising court for a declaration that the course organiser is in default;
and if the court grants the application section 34A of this Act shall have effect
as if the certificate had been duly received by the clerk of the court.

(8) A notice under subsection (5) above shall specify the ground on which it is
given, and the Secretary of State may by regulations make provision as to the
form of notices under that subsection and as to the circumstances in which they
are to be treated as given.

(9) Where the clerk of a court receives a certificate of the kind referred to in
subsection (1) above, or a court grants an application under subsection (6) or
(7) above, the clerk or court must send notice of that fact to the Secretary of
State; and the notice must be sent in such manner and to such address, and must
contain such particulars, as the Secretary of State may determine.

34C  Provisions supplementary to sections 34A and 34B.

(1) The Secretary of State may issue guidance to course organisers, or to any
category of course organiser as to the conduct of courses approved for the
purposes of section 34A of this Act; and—

(a) course organisers shall have regard to any guidance given to them
under this subsection, and

(b) in determining for the purposes of section 34B(6) whether any
instructions or requirements of an organiser were reasonable, a court
shall have regard to any guidance given to him under this subsection.

(2) In sections 34A and 34B and this section—
“course organiser”, in relation to a course, means the person who,

in accordance with regulations made by the Secretary of State, is
responsible for giving the certificates mentioned in section 34B(1) in
respect of the completion of the course;

“petty sessions area” has the same meaning as in the Magistrates’
Courts Act 1980;

“supervising court”, in relation to an order under section 34A,
means—

(a) in England and Wales, a magistrates’ court acting for the petty
sessions area named in the order as the area where the offender
resides or will reside;

(b) in Scotland, the sheriff court for the district where the offender
resides or will reside or, where the order is made by a stipendiary
magistrate and the offender resides or will reside within his
commission area, the district court for that area,

and any reference to the clerk of a magistrates’ court is a reference
to the clerk to the justices for the petty sessions area for which the court
acts.
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(3) Any power to make regulations under section 34B or this section—
(a) includes power to make different provision for different cases, and

to make such incidental or supplemental provision as appears to the
Secretary of State to be necessary or expedient;

(b) shall be exercisable by statutory instrument, which shall be subject to
annulment in pursuance of a resolution of either House of Parliament.”
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