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Social Security Contributions
and Benefits Act 1992

1992 CHAPTER 4

PART II

CONTRIBUTORY BENEFITS

[F1Incapacity benefit]

[F130C Incapacity benefit: days and periods of incapacity for work.

(1) For the purposes of any provisions of this Act relating to incapacity benefit, subject
to the following provisions and save as otherwise expressly provided—

(a) a day of incapacity for work means a day on which a person is incapable of
work;

(b) a period of incapacity for work means a period of 4 or more consecutive days,
each of which is a day of incapacity for work; and

(c) any two such periods not separated by a period of more than 8 weeks shall be
treated as one period of incapacity for work.

(2) Any day which falls within the maternity allowance period (as defined in section 35(2)
below) shall be treated for the purposes of any provision of this Act relating to
incapacity benefit as a day of incapacity for work unless the woman is disqualified
for receiving a maternity allowance for that day by virtue of regulations under
section 35(3)(a) below.

(3) Regulations may make provision (subject to the preceding provisions of this section)
as to the days which are or are not to be treated as days of incapacity for work for the
purposes of any provision of this Act relating to incapacity benefit.

(4) The Secretary of State may by regulations provide—
(a) that paragraph (b) of subsection (1) above shall have effect as if the reference

there to 4 consecutive days were to such lesser number of days, whether



2 Social Security Contributions and Benefits Act 1992 (c. 4)
Part II – Contributory Benefits

Document Generated: 2024-07-31
Status: Point in time view as at 06/04/2014.

Changes to legislation: Social Security Contributions and Benefits Act 1992, Section 30C is up to date with all changes
known to be in force on or before 31 July 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes

that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details)

consecutive or not, within such period of consecutive days as may be
prescribed; and

(b) that paragraph (c) of that subsection shall have effect as if for the reference
to 8 weeks there were substituted a reference to such larger number of weeks
as may be prescribed.

[F2(5) Where a person claims the higher rate of short-term incapacity benefit, or long-term
incapacity benefit, under section 30A above for a period commencing after he has
ceased to be in qualifying remunerative work (within the meaning of Part 1 of the Tax
Credits Act 2002) and—

(a) the day following that on which he so ceased was a day of incapacity for work
for him,

(b) he has been entitled to the higher rate of short-term incapacity benefit, or to
long-term incapacity benefit, under section 30A above within the period of
two years ending with that day of incapacity for work, and

(c) he satisfied the relevant tax credit conditions on the day before he so ceased,
every day during that period on which he satisfied those conditions is to be treated for
the purposes of the claim as a day of incapacity for work for him.

(5A) A person satisfies the relevant tax credit conditions on a day if—
(a) he is entitled for the day to the disability element of working tax credit (on a

claim made by him or by him jointly with another) or would be so entitled but
for the fact that the relevant income (within the meaning of Part 1 of the Tax
Credits Act 2002) in his or their case is such that he is not so entitled, and

(b) either working tax credit or any element of child tax credit other than the
family element is paid in respect of the day on such a claim.]

(6) Where—
(a) a person becomes engaged in training for work, and
(b) he was entitled to the higher rate of short-term incapacity benefit, or to long-

term incapacity benefit under section 30A above, for one or more of the 56
days immediately before he became so engaged, and

(c) the first day after he ceases to be so engaged is for him a day of incapacity
for work and falls not later than the end of the period of two years beginning
with the last day for which he was entitled to such benefit,

any day since that day in which he was engaged in training for work shall be treated
for the purposes of any claim for such benefit for a period commencing after he ceases
to be so engaged as having been a day of incapacity for work.

In this subsection “training for work” means training for work in pursuance of
arrangements made under section 2(1) of the Employment and Training Act 1973 or
section 2(3) of the Enterprise and New Towns (Scotland) Act 1990 or training of such
other description as may be prescribed.

(7) For the purposes of this section “week” means any period of 7 days.]
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