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Radioactive Substances Act 1993
1993 CHAPTER 12

Further powers of Secretary of State in relation to radioactive waste

F1[F230 Power of Secretary of State to dispose of radioactive waste.

(1) If there is radioactive waste on any premises, and the Secretary of State is satisfied
that—

(a) the waste ought to be disposed of, but
(b) by reason that the premises are unoccupied, or that the occupier is absent,

or is insolvent, or for any other reason, it is unlikely that the waste will be
lawfully disposed of unless the Secretary of State exercises his powers under
this section,

the Secretary of State shall have power to dispose of that radioactive waste as the
Secretary of State may think fit, and to recover from the occupier of the premises, or, if
the premises are unoccupied, from the owner of the premises, any expenses reasonably
incurred by the Secretary of State in disposing of it.

(2) In the application of subsection (1) to Northern Ireland, references to the Secretary of
State shall have effect as references to the Department of the Environment for Northern
Ireland.

(3) For the purposes of this section in its application to England and Wales and Northern
Ireland, the definition of “owner” in section 343 of the M1Public Health Act 1936, and
the provisions of section 294 of that Act (which limits the liability of owners who are
only agents or trustees), shall apply—

(a) with the substitution in section 294 for references to a council of references
to the Secretary of State or, in Northern Ireland, the Department of the
Environment for Northern Ireland, and

(b) in relation to Northern Ireland, as if that Act extended to Northern Ireland.

(4) For the purposes of this section in its application to Scotland, the definition of
“owner” in section 3 of the M2Public Health (Scotland) Act 1897 and the provisions of
section 336 of the M3Housing (Scotland) Act 1987 shall apply, with the substitution in
section 336 of references to the Secretary of State for references to a local authority.]
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Textual Amendments
F1 Ss. 30-46 repealed (S.) (1.9.2018) by The Environmental Authorisations (Scotland) Regulations

2018 (S.S.I. 2018/219), reg. 1, sch. 7 para. 1 (with reg. 78, sch. 5 paras. 3, 4, 6 and with transitional
provisions and savings (25.11.2021) by The Environmental Authorisations (Scotland) Regulations
2018 (Transitional and Savings Provisions) Order 2021 (S.I. 2021/1309), arts. 1(1), 3-5)

F2 S. 30 repealed (E.W.) (6.4.2010) by The Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations
2010 (S.I. 2010/675), reg. 1(1)(b), Sch. 26 para. 11(2)(cc), Sch. 28 (with reg. 1(2), Sch. 4)

Marginal Citations
M1 1936 c. 49.
M2 1897 c. 38.
M3 1987 c. 26.
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