
Merchant Shipping Act 1995 (c. 21)
SCHEDULE 5A
Document Generated: 2024-07-15

1

Status: Point in time view as at 21/07/2022.
Changes to legislation: Merchant Shipping Act 1995 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on

or before 15 July 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have
been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details)

S C H E D U L E S

[F1SCHEDULE 5A U.K.

Textual Amendments
F1 Sch. 5A inserted (17.7.1997) by 1997 c. 28, s. 14(2), Sch. 3; S.I. 1997/1539, art. 2, Sch.

CHAPTER IV U.K.

CLAIMS AND ACTIONS

 U.K.

JURISDICTION IN RESPECT OF ACTION AGAINST
THE HNS FUND OR TAKEN BY THE HNS FUND

Article 39

1. Subject to the subsequent provisions of this article, any action against the HNS Fund for
compensation under article 14 shall be brought only before a court having jurisdiction under
article 38 in respect of actions against the owner who is liable for damage caused by the relevant
incident or before a court in a State Party which would have been competent if an owner had
been liable.

2. In the event that the ship carrying the hazardous or noxious substances which caused the
damage has not been identified, the provisions of article 38, paragraph 1, shall applymutatis
mutandis to actions against the HNS Fund.

3. Each State Party shall ensure that its courts have jurisdiction to entertain such actions against
the HNS Fund as are referred to in paragraph 1.

4. Where an action for compensation for damage has been brought before a court against the
owner or the owner’s guarantor, such court shall have exclusive jurisdiction over any action
against the HNS Fund for compensation under the provisions of article 14 in respect of the same
damage.

5. Each State Party shall ensure that the HNS Fund shall have the right to intervene as a party to
any legal proceedings instituted in accordance with this Convention before a competent court
of that State against the owner or the owner’s guarantor.

6. Except as otherwise provided in paragraph 7, the HNS Fund shall not be bound by any
judgement or decision in proceedings to which it has not been a party or by any settlement to
which it is not a party.
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7. Without prejudice to the provisions of paragraph 5, where an action under this Convention for
compensation for damage has been brought against an owner or the owner’s guarantor before
a competent court in a State Party, each party to the proceedings shall be entitled under the
national law of that State to notify the HNS Fund of the proceedings. Where such notification
has been made in accordance with the formalities required by the law of the court seized and in
such time and in such a manner that the HNS Fund has in fact been in a position effectively to
intervene as a party to the proceedings, any judgement rendered by the court in such proceedings
shall, after it has become final and enforceable in the State where the judgement was given,
become binding upon the HNS Fund in the sense that the facts and findings in that judgement
may not be disputed by the HNS Fund even if the HNS Fund has not actually intervened in
the proceedings.]
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