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Criminal Procedure and
Investigations Act 1996

1996 CHAPTER 25

PART I E+W+N.I.

DISCLOSURE

The main provisions

[F16A Contents of defence statement E+W+N.I.

(1) For the purposes of this Part a defence statement is a written statement—
(a) setting out the nature of the accused’s defence, including any particular

defences on which he intends to rely,
(b) indicating the matters of fact on which he takes issue with the prosecution,
(c) setting out, in the case of each such matter, why he takes issue with the

prosecution, and
(d) indicating any point of law (including any point as to the admissibility of

evidence or an abuse of process) which he wishes to take, and any authority
on which he intends to rely for that purpose.

(2) A defence statement that discloses an alibi must give particulars of it, including—
(a) the name, address and date of birth of any witness the accused believes is able

to give evidence in support of the alibi, or as many of those details as are
known to the accused when the statement is given;

(b) any information in the accused’s possession which might be of material
assistance in identifying or finding any such witness in whose case any of
the details mentioned in paragraph (a) are not known to the accused when the
statement is given.

(3) For the purposes of this section evidence in support of an alibi is evidence tending to
show that by reason of the presence of the accused at a particular place or in a particular
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area at a particular time he was not, or was unlikely to have been, at the place where
the offence is alleged to have been committed at the time of its alleged commission.

(4) The Secretary of State may by regulations make provision as to the details of the
matters that, by virtue of subsection (1), are to be included in defence statements.]
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